€ng(tl^  f  nqttifitioiit 

MONEY    RA  I  S'D 

B  Y     T  H  E 

New  Secret  Extent  Law^ 

Without  Aci  of  Parliament. 

WHEREIN 
It  is  proved  that  an  Arbitrary  Power  tolerated  inthefd 
Realms,  gives  up  to  be  facrifiad  at  Pleafure,  every 
Manx's  Hight  and  Property;  in  Defence  of  which 
near  a  Hundred  Millions  of  Engitjh  Money,  with 
a  Sea  of  Chriftian  Blood,  have  been  expended 
fince  the  Revolution. 

In  the  Treatife  is  enter'd 
An  Account  of  Seven  Perfecutidns  raised  by  the  Whigs  plit 
into  Polls  of  Profit, agaiaft  oae  ^ubjedt  tha:  has  done  a  piece 
of  Service  for  this  Government    which  live  Hundred 
Thoufand  Pounds  might  not  have  purchaled. 

I.  Perfecuced  with  Calumnies,  by  falfe  Wits,  even  to  the  facrificidg 
.    his  Reputation. 

II.  Perfecuted  with  Imprifonment  for  writing  in  Defence  of  King 
WiUiam  III. 

III.  Perfecuted  by  being  obliged  to  pay  wrongfully  Ten  times  the 
Taxes  charg'd  upon  Dr.  IVehon, 

IV.  Perfecuted  with  the  Dammage  of  iioo  /.  to  difcharge  one  of  Hi$ 
Majefty's  Debtors. 

V.  Perfecuted  for  giving  up  looo  /.  to  keep  the  RGTfjiJh  Hoft  out  of  the 
Eftablifh'd  Church. 

VI.  Perfecuted  with  the  Ldfs  of  an  Undertaking  worth  looo  /.  per  Jn. 
for  raifmg  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown,  30C00  /   a  Year. 

VII.  Perfecuted  for  lofing  1000  /.  in  ftriving  to  obtain  the  Two  prefcnC 
good  Parliaments  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 


6i  tngratum  dtxerts^  OJfima  dixe^is. 

LONDON: 
Printed  in  the  Year    i  7  i  S, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

^j^Tp  HIS  Treatife  lay  before  the  Government  and  the  Commifftoners  o/Excife 
U  I  from  Oftober,  t$  the  Day  the  Parliament  met,  and  no  Reft  i  tut  ion  hc" 
^^ingtrdey^d,  the  Book  is  nort}  Dedicated  to  every  true  Brlcon  :  It  will  bf  pre^ 
--fented  by  Mejftngersor  in  Letters  :  Then  in  a  Weelts  time  fever  at  Gentlemen  will 
7»ait  upon  them  to  receive  what  return  they  pleafe  to  makeUr  the  faid  Treatife, 
-  The  Money  raisdfrom  thence-^  is  to  repair  what  the  Author  has  fuffr  d  hy  ^hefs^ 
'jj'uere  P erf ecut ions  exprefs*d  inthe  Title  Page  Copies  will  be  given  c«s  and 
O  ColleBions  made  within  the  Weekly  Bills  of  Mortality  y  during  the  whole  SeJJions 
ef  Parliament ;  and  after  that^  in  the  Cities  and  Towns  of  other  Counties. 

It  is  requefled    of  every  Gentleman^  if  not    at    Home  or  engagd     when 

he  is  calfd  on  for  his  Contribution,  to  leave  an  Anfwer  of  his  Intention :  He   ts 

alfo  earneftly  entreated  to  bind  up  this  Copy  with  one  of  his  Ocl:avo  Volumesy 

that  the  Englifh  Inquifition^  may  be  thve  enter  d  upon  Record  :  The  faid  H?- 

\jJlory  only  will  advance  the  Price,  and  fell  the  Book,  when  it  ts  ever  put  up  at 

*^sny  AuBion*     The  true  Copies  have  the  Coat  of  Arms  above.  Printed  on  them. 

^ And  all  Pcrfons  appointed  to  receive  the  Subfcript ion- Money,  are    at  the  receipt 

pfitf  to  produce  the  Seal  of  the  faid  Coat  of  Arms,  ftgnd  by  the  Authors  own 

^"^tfland ;  fuch  as  are  without  it  are  Counterfeit, 

The  Englifli  Addrefs. 
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HERE  wants  no  Ceremony  to  introduce  TRUTH  wif  h 
Grandeur  to  an  Audience  :  She  is  as  ic  were  a  Goddefs  all 
Mankind  owe  Allegiance  to  her  :  Truth  always  takes  care  to  . 
appear  in  her  proper  Light:  She  naturally  triumphs  over 
Falfhood,  nQtwithftanding  the  infinite  Number  of  Perfons  that  take 
pleafure  in  her  Perfeciition  :  Her  Power  is  high,  and  ought  at  all 
0  times  to  demand  cn'trancc  before  Sovcraign  Princes,  or  the  greateft  Af- 
^fcmblies.  Now  Tr^f/;  exerts  her  felf  upon  an  extraordinary  Occafion, 
-f:to Plead  in  de&nce  of  the  Ggvernment  and  of  the  CoUcftivc  Body  of 
^  A  2  the 
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the  whole  Nation  ;  againfl:  an  Arbitrary  Power,  and  to  tell  of  a  Sub- 
jed  dcftrov'd  for  no  Fauir,  except  that  he  has  iabour'd  hard  to  bring 
Giory  and  Honour  to  his  Native  Country. 

In  167?,  at  the  burning  of  James-Town  in  Vlrginift,  General  Bacon  then 
told  Sir  IVilliam  Barklcy  the  Governour,  That  his  Father  Colonel  Bacon 
was  the  Principal  Perfon  who  promored  him  to  the  Government  : 
**  And  i,now  faysthe  General)  you  have  rewarded  our  Family  for  that 
*^  At^o  lam  procJairn'd  5  Rebel,  and  my  PofTefiions  deftroy'd ;  be- 
*^  cauie  I  mslntainM  the  Trade  of  rhe,«?lantatioru  and  kept  the  Barba- 
^  rom  Indians  from  Mailacring  the  King's  Subjefts  In  fonie  heat  the 
Genera]  concluded  with  thefe  Words  to  the  Governour.  "  Sir,  I  tell 
**  you,  Ungrateful  Men  truly  Merie^brcaking  upon  the  Wheel,  or  im- 
"  paling  alive  ;  fince  no  Crime(he  thought)  could  exceed  that  vile  Sin. 

I  fliall  htrt  leave  it  to  the  Cenfurc  of  the  Serious  and  Judicious 
Reader,  to  judge  whether  I  have  nor  reafon  to  exprefs  my  felf  in  the 
fame  Teims  to  Ibme  High  Officers,  that  have  been  and  nt)W  are  Im- 
p\'5y'd  under  the  Crown.  The  Sum  Total  I  have  loft  and  exoer.ded  by 
V.Ttue  of  my  ^t^^n  Perfecutions,  amounts  to  Seventeen  Hundred 
Pounds  per  Annum ^^^ni  Fifteen  Thoufand  Six  Hundred  Seventy  Three 
Pounds  in  M  -ney. 

Ic  is  altogether  difagreeable  to  my  G^«z«/ to  take  any  Glory  to  my 
fej^  but  a  continued  Series  of  Black  Ingratitude  obliges  me  now  t& 
f,.eak  :  Men  preferr'd  at  the  Study  of  my  Brain,  have  Plagu'd  me  with 
iv\>(.  s  Puniliimcnrs  :  Upon  that  account,  it  is  time  my  Serv  ccs  fo  the 
Government,  and  thejr  ungenerous  Returns  to  me,  Ihould  be  PublilVd 
at  the  Door  of  every  Houfe  ii\  Great  Britain  and  Inland.  The  Difco- 
V^ryofboth,  may  be  of  fingular  ufe  to  the  Age:  Never  any  Subj^tft 
had  fo  much  Caufe  to  Complain  as  I  have  ;  I  write  the  Difcourfe,  that 
fl '  E7iglij\}  Man  may  ever  have  again  the  like  unhappy  occafion,  to  diaw 
fuch  a  dark  Scene  as  I  fnall  here  prefent  to  every  Eye. 

This  Trt  atife  being  like  to  Travel  into  feveral  Provinces  of  the 
ChMftiaii  World,  and  to  have  Crowds  of  Reailers  to  infpeft  narrowly 
into  every  Line  ;  I  fl^jall  to  frame  my  Arguments,  and  acqu'r  my  Ccn- 
cJoft  in  the  pefent  Undertaking,  give  as  a  Plan,  fome  thoughts  of  rhe 
nature  of  what  is  required  from  Superiours  and  Inferiours  in  points  of 
^overaignry  and  Subieftion. 

There  are  Ceicftialand  Terreftrial  Laws  :  The  Deity  made  a  Cove- 
nant with  Manar  the  Creation,  in  Affairs  of  Divine  Government  :  To 
anfwerthat  Sacred  Ordinance  ;  Prince*^-  enter  into  Articles  with  their 
Sabfe£]"s,  tc  Kult  by  certain  Precepts  in  Humane  Adminiftrations. 

VVith  great  fubrniflion,  I  take  the  freedom  to  give  it  in  as  my  fixt 
Opinion,  That  in  every  Nation,  all  Sobjefis  are  obliged  in  Duty  to 
praclife  the  Do^i-rine  of  Paffive- Obedience  and  Non-Reriftance  to  the 
EdablifiiMLeglflature. 

In  return  to  this  Allegiance  doe  from  the  People,  the  Sovereign  on. 
his  part,  is  bound  to  keep  the  Coronation  Oath,  and  maintain  in  the 
{knt\t9[  fenfe  the  Laws  of  the  Realm.  Upon  the  violation  of  rhofe  A- 
l^'eements  by  the  Sovereign,  the  Condition  of  the  Subjefts  Obligation 
isvoid 

If  this  is  not  own'd  as  a  Principal   Preliminary,  then   all  Authority 
J5  veiled  in  Rulers,  and   no  Power  at  all  left  to  the  People,  to  defend 
ciFInjuries  offered  to  them  by  Tyrants,  tho'  it  fcould  be  even  in  Ca- 
fes 
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fcs  of  faving  Life  or  Eftatc  ;  a  Priviledge  granted  to  Man  at  his  firft 
Original,  and  confirmed  to  him  by  the  whole  Council  of  the  Sacrpd 
Trinity. 

All  that  are  acquainted  with  the  various  turns  of  AQ:ions,and  have 
Trave  I'd  in  diftant  Parts  of  the  World,  muft  needs  take  notice  in  their 
Obfcrvations  and  Converfe,  That  this  very  Principle  is  taught  among 
the  moft  Obedient  and  Innocent  People,  that  live  upon  the  face  of  the 
Earth  ;  and  even  every  feparate  Body  of  irrational  Beings  from  a  Na- 
tural Inftinft  joyns  with  one  *Voice  to  maintain  inviolably  the  moft 
ancient  Law  of  Self-prefervation. 

Tho'  there  is  a  difunion  in  Man  upon  this  Point  In  our  Nation  ;  yet 
the  univerfal  Harmony  I  fee  in  111  inferiour  Creatures,  convinces  me. 
That  if  a  Subjetl  can  only  claim  a  real  Title  to  a  Cave  or  a  Cottage  ; 
he  is  a  free  Agent,  and  haja  right  to  Aft  as  a  Supreme  abfolute  Sove- 
raign  in  matters  that  relate  to  his  own  lawful  PofTeflions.  All  that  at- 
tack him  there  without  juft  Authority,  be  they  Governors  or  Peafants, 
raife  a  Rebellion  in  his  Jurifdiftion ;  and  he  may  by  equity  ufcthemas 
Trayrors. 

There's  no  Command  to  be  found  in  the  Divine  Volume,  that  thca 
cnjoyns  any  Man  to  Paffive  Obedience :  The  previous  Qucfton  at  that 
time,  is  not  to  be  put  ;  Whether  we  fhall  yield  or  refift?  We  are  if 
WG  haveftrength  or  Courage>  to  go  on  and  Conquer,  to  recover  and 
maintain  cur  own  Right,  but  no  farther. 

From  this  Plan  of  Government,  I  (hall  plead  to  fecu re  to  the  urmoft 
Period  of  Time,  the  Right  and  Title  the  Subjefts  of  all  Kingdoms  and 
States  have  to  their  Inheritance,  without  diminifhing  the  Power  and 
Authority  given  to  Monarchs  and  Governors  in  their  diftinft  D#mini- 
pnsand  Provinces,  according  to  the  Rules  and  Cuftoms  of  their  feveral 
Princij^aliries  and  Countries. 

In  a  Nation  of  Liberty,  there  are  hardly  any  People  in  the  World 
fo  difcontented  as  the  ^nglijh.  The  Enemies  to  the  prefent  Eftablilh- 
ment  have  publifh'd  Voluminous  Works  againilthe  Proceedings  of  the 
Soveraign,  the  Parliament  and  the  Miniftery  ;  but  in  all  their  Treatifes 
extant,  none  ofthofe  Authors  has  as  yet  made  it  appear,  That  fince 
the  Demife  of  the  late  Queen,  any  Man  ever  fuiFer'd,  cither  in  his  Re- 
al- or  Perlbnal  Eftate,  from  a  defpotick  Will  afTum'd  by  the  Prince,  or 
any  Body  of  Men  a61:ing  in  the  Sphere  of  Government. 

Dr.  Sachevsyel  the  principal  Agent  of  the  whole  Company  in  the 
time  of  the  former  Miniftery,  could  not  then  fay,  That  his  or  any  o- 
ther  Church  in  the  Nation  was  fhut  up,  or  that  any  one  Incumbent 
was  pur  out  of  his  Benefice,  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  the  Realm  :  How- 
ever that  Reverend  Gentleman's  fmall  Piece,  bis  Sermon  of  a  Sheet 
anda  half  of  Paper,  (only  becaufe  it  treats  of  publick  Danger  to  the  U- 
niverfiries)  made  greater  noife  in  the  World,  and  did  more  mifchief, 
than  the  late  eruption  of  the  burning  Mountain  in  the  Ifland  of  St. 
V:ncmt  ;  tho'  there  at  the  firft  breaking  out,  every  Convulfion  of  the 
frame  of  Nature  was  faid  to  be  terrible,  and  the  Groans  louder  than  the 
Voice  of  Thunder. 

That  Siibjeft,  who  arraigns  or  cenfures  the  EftablifliM  Conftiturion, 
or  any  Body  of  Men  put  in  truft  under  the  Crown,  without  a  clear 
Plea,  Merits  all  the  Pains  due  to  a  Traytor  or  an  Incendiary.  I  wifli 
to  God,  I  had  nooccalion  to  fend  this  Trafl;  into  the  World,  to  fpeak 

of 
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of  my  Sufferings  by  the  low  Church- Party,  put  into  Pofts  of  Profit ;  I 
impeach  no  others  of  that  whole  Community,  and  continue  firm  in 
rhe  fame  fentiments  I  was  ever  of,  to  maintain  ail  the  Revolution  Prin- 
ciples ;  An  arbitrary  Power  prattis'd  by  fome  Perlbns  fliaJl  never  mak« 
me  degenerate  into  a  Tory  or  give  in  any  unworthy  Reflcftions  upon 
ijiy  Right  and  lawful  Sovereign  or  his  Adminiftration.  But  I'll  tell 
of  Men  that  haveafted  illegally,  and  of  fome  that  ftill  continue  to  do 
fo,  under  the  umbrage  of  the  Royal  Authority.  And  threaten  by  their 
Conduft  to  bring  the  Kingdom  again  into  Diftrefs,  equal  to  the  Tyran- 
ny of  the  Romsm- 

If  it  appears  I  f^ave  advanced  any  falfe  Articles,  I  defire  to  fufFcr  the 
Punifhmentpf  a  common  Enemy  to  tl|^  State ;  but  if  what  is  here  laid 
down,  can>  be  deny'd  with  Truth,  and  really  claims  the  Title  of 
Englijh  Inquifiiimy  I  hope  the  Government  will  receive  the  Performance 
as  done  for  their  Service,  as  well  as  for  me  to  obtain  my  own  Right :  ^ 
Tho'  this  Title  of  Inguifition  is  new  in  our  Climate  ;  yet  I  Ihall  prove 
it  %p  anfwer  the  Outrages  ^nd  Severities  of  the  Fnnchy  tht  Italian,  aiid 
even  the  6pamjh  Inquifitions^  and  to  be  a  natural  reprcfentstioa  of  the 
Racks  and  Tortures  qsM  in  foreign  Parts  ;  where  they  inflift  Mllery 
and  Ruiq  upon  all  thofc  that  have  the  Misfortune  to  be  refuted 
Hereticks. 

This  Difcourfe  is  impartial,  it  charges  both  High-Church  andLcw 
Church  with  Faults.  The  Tories  threatened  to  put  me  into  their  In- 
quifition:  But  that  Party  never  really  executed  anyone  Aft  of  Violence 
againft  me,  farther  than  Threat?  and  bad  Names ;  which  I  took  cnly  co 
arife  from  heat  of  Paflloi.,  for  my  being  fevere  upon  them  in  my  Wri- 
tings. As  to  the  Whigs,  fome  of  them  when  inverted  with  Authori- 
ty ;  they  in  times  of  Danger,  were  ever  very  liberal  in  piomiHug  me 
great  Preferments,  as  a  Reward  for  my  Service  to  the  Publick.  But 
in  the  intervals,  whentheSunof  Profperity  fliin'd  upon  rhem;  rhcy  call 
me  into  their  Inquifition,  and  have  rack'd  me  with  intolerable  Perfe- 
cutions.  Thefe  Plagues  and  Tortures  are  all  the  Payment  or  Recom- 
f  Cfice  I  ever  received  from  the  firft  calling  over  of  our  Gjeat  Deliverer 
King  Williamlll.  to  this  prefent  Year  171B.  I  wilh  that  upon  fight 
of  this  Copy  all  the  Minifters  of  State,  who  are  truly  in  rhc  Intereft 
of  his  Moft  facred  Majefty's  Perfon  and  Adntiiniftration,  would 
Plead  my  Caufe  at  the  Council  Board,  with  the  fame  earneftnefs  a$ 
I  do  it  here,  againft  a  fet  of  Men  that  have  affum'd  to  themlclves  an 
Arbitrary  Power  in  Prejudice  of  every  individual  Subjeft'sTranquility 
and  Safety. 

Michael  Angela  having  decoy'd  and  faften'd  a  poor  Man  to  a  Crofs,  he 
then  fuddenly  pull'd  out  a  Daggei  in  fight  of  the  Caitiff;  and  ftabb'ci 
him  to  the  Heart,  as  he  was  hanging  on  ihe  Tree ;  whereby  that  famous 
Painter  faw  in  the  Tragedy,  fuch  a  perfeft  Scene  of  all  the  laft  Ter- 
rours  of  Death  fixt  in  the  Face  of  rhe  Expiring  Objeft,  that  from  thence 
he  drew  rhc  bitter  Agony  of  the  MeJJtaPs  Sufferings,  more  lively  thaii 
any  other  Artiil  could  ever  attain  to. 

This  Aft  of  the  Painter's  Cruelty  is  an  Emblem  of  the  Barbarity  of 
rhofe  thJt  put  me  into  their  Inqulfitions  :  The  Inftance  is  brought  in 
ro  fet  forth,  That  in  beholding  the  Tragical  End  of  my  Reputation  and 
liflate  by  Treachery  and  Ingratitude,  I  can  now  more  naturally  repre- 
(enr  Riglu  and  Property  faciific'd  by  Tyranny  than  any  other  Subjeft 

that 
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that  wa^  never  forcM  to  undergo  that  rigid  Difcjpline.  I  proceed  now 
to  the  Pirtticulars  of  the  feven  Pcrfecutions  I  have  been  opprcfs'd  with, 
by  Men  who  ought  in  point  of  Juftice  to  have  aftcd  quite  th« 
Reverfe. 

PERSECUTION.  I. 

Falfe  Wits  fais'd  to  Honour  upon  my  fall,  have  taken  the  Liberty  to 
diftinguilh  me  by  the  odd  Charafters  of  Maggot,  Projeaor,  Mad-Man 
or  worfe  Titles.  This  is  one  part  of  the  Gratitude  of  the  Low-Church 
Party,  when  in  Power,  to  eclipfe  my  Reputation,  in  order  to  prevent 
his  Majefty  or  the  Miniftery,  fiom  taking  notice  of  my  Performances 
in  the  publick  Service  of  the  Church  and  State  ;  But  this  is  the  leaft 
Article  i  have  to  complain  of,  fi'ice  I  never  afted  in  profpcft  to  obtain 
Honour  and  Riches  at  Court. 

PERSECUTION.    XL 

In  the  Year  1702.  The  Aldermen  of  the  City  o(Gloucefter,zndJn([icc 
Rkhi  m  Gravel-lane  Southwark^  imprifon'd  me  and  my  Servants  for 
Writing  my  too  large  oB»vo  Volumes,  one  Intitled  Meditati$ns  and  the 
ether  H^ly  Thoughts^  in  which  was  prov*d  King  Williatns  Title  to  the 
BritifH  Crown,  and  the  Revolution-Principles  maintained.  It  is  true, 
the  Secretary  of  State  in  tha :  Princess  Reign  was  pleas'd  to  reprimand 
the  Magiftrate  o(  Surrey  for  his  rafli  Conduft,  but  no  Recompence,  tho' 
promised,  was  ever  given  me  for  that  violent  Infult,  nor  for  the  Money 
I  fpent  in  thofe  Days  after  the  Aldermen  of  the  City  o(  Gloucejfer^  purely 
upon  account  of  their  reviling  the  Adminiftration. 

PERSECUTION.    III. 

Here  Til  give  a  Copy  of  an  Original  Manufcript  taken  out  of  my 
own  Study.  In  the  fifth  Year  of  Queen  >^««^,  Mr  John  Harmooei  in 
little  Kerbey-Street  m  the  Parifti  of  St,  Andrew  Holbourn,  one  of  the  AfTef- 
forsof  fhe  Land-Tax,  prevailed  with  his  Brethren,  to  Rate  me,  befides 
Stock,  for  an  Income  or  an  Eftate  of  600  /.  per  Annum  in  that  Parifli ; 
tho'  both  he  and  they  well  knew,  that  I  had  not  any  PoflcfUons  to  the 
Value  of  40  s.  a  Year  in  the  whole  County.  The  faid  Httrwoed  to  pur- 
fuehis  wicked  Intentions,  came  to  my  Houfe  and  feiz'd  my  Coach- Hor- 
fcs  worth  about  60  Pounds,  with  2  conftderable  quantity  of  Plate, 
which  Goods  were  appraised  and  Sold  fcarce  at  half  the  Value  :  The 
lofs  in  the  whole  amounted  to  feventy  Three  Pounds  odd  Money.  I 
was  advis'd  by  Council  to  take  my  Courfe  at  Law;  as  believing  the 
Man  was  able  to  refund  :  But  upon  my  being  refolv'd  to  begin  the 
Procefs,  the  faid  Harwood  dreading  the  Confequence,  (hut  up  his  Houfe 
and  abfconded,  and  the  ihattcrM  Bankrupt  in  a  fliort  time  after  dy'd  a 
poor  Miferable  Wretch.  I  apply'd  my  felf  to  the  Commiilioners  ap- 
pointed to  hear  Appeals  infuch  Cafes:  They  told  me  it  was  our  of  their 
Power  to  relieve  me,  the  Money  being  then  paid  into  the  Exchequer. 
After  that,  I  Petition'd  the  Government ;  there  I  could  get  no  other 
ftedrefs  but  Promifes,  which  foon  tir'd  out  my  Patience  in  attending 
for  nothing  more  than  empty  Air. 

I  {hall  now  take  leave  ra  give  in  the  Words  of  a  Ripfht  Reverend 
Prelate  upon  this  very  Point:  His  Lordfhip  faid,  *'  The  Doctrine  of 
**  Divinity  ought  in  fuch  Cafes  to  snftru&Adminiftrations  to  Aft  in  the 
**  fame  Method  as  the  Courts  of  Equity  dp,  to  redorc  a  Man  his 
**  Right  ypon  Complaint,  where  he  cannot  obtain  it  by  Common  Law  : 
*^  Provided  the  Money  tAcn  away  trrongfully  i$  loigd  in  the  Poficfli' 
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''  on  of  the  Crown.     From  that  Day  to  this,  I  never  could  recover  one 
Penny  of  that  Cafli,  it   went  to  carry   on  the  War  and  other  IJlcs:  fo 
that  neither  Dr.  IVelton  nor  any  other  Non-Juror,  tho'  known  hnemie.<?. 
fo  the  prefent  Eftablilhment,  ever  paid  the  Tenth  part  of  the  Taxes  4 
was  obliged  to  do.     As  to  thefe  three  firft   Articles,  I  do  not  Jay  any 

freat  ftrefs  upon  them  ;  they  being  Trifles  incomparifon  of  the  matters 
have  now  to  advance. 

P  E  R  S  E  C  U  T  I  O  N.  IV. 
This  is  a  late  Inquificion  executed  upon  me  this  very  Year  17 18.  By 
the  Commiflioners  of  Excife  ;  That  have  taken  upon  them  to  raife  Mo- 
ney from  my  Eftate,  without  A6t  of  Parliament,  by  virtue  of  the  New 
Secret  Zxtent  Lay»  ;  a  very  notable  Enterprize  to  be  afted  among  a  Free- 
born  People.  The  Outrages  their  Officers  have  committed  upon  my 
PofTeflions,  amounts  to  the  lofs  of  Two  Thoufand  One  Hundred 
Pounds,  if  they  be  not  put  into  their  Original  Order  :  One  Thoufand 
feven  Hundred  Pounds  for  the  Rent  that  is  already  due,  and  would 
have  become  payable  during  my  Leafe  ;  and  four  Hundred  Pounds,  the 
Goods  with  the  Materials  and  fitting  up,  coft  fmce  Lady- Day  was  two  . 
YearSj  all  which  is  either  carry'd  off  or  deftroy*d  ;  the  Place  is  not 
worth  Twenty  Shillings  per  Annum.  This  terrible  Ravage  was  made 
upon  mcto  difcharge  one  of  his  Majefty's  Debtors  that  did  not  owe 
the  Sum  of  Two  Pounds  to  the  Crown. 

It  was  the  Opinion  offome  Perfons  of  Penetration,  That  I  fliould 
find  it  as  hard  a  task  to  recover  the  return  of  my  Right  out  of  the  iirong 
Hands  of  the  Powerful,  as  it  is  for  the  Hind  to  conquer  the  Lion,  when 
he  is  in  full  purfuit  of  his  Prey.  I  found  that  Prophecy  true,  the 
Work  has  prov'd  like.an  Infant  ftruggling  with  Giants,  or  as  the  labour 
of  removing  Mountains.  The  Oppreflbrs  will  not  reverfe  that  Decree, 
but  keep  in  pofleffiian  what  was  taken  from  me  by  Rapine  and  Plunder. 
That  which  at  firft  encouraged  the  Attempts  to  obtain,  reftitution 
from  them,  was  an  Example  of  a  Soldier,  who  when  wounded  and  vext 
with  Pain,  and  the  Cruelty  of  the  Enemy  in  giving  no  Quarter,  he  . 
ventured  at  Midnight  into  the  Tyrant's  Camp,  and  founded  with  his 
Trumpet,  a  fudden  Call  or  Charge  to  engage  in  Battel :  A  PanickTer* 
rour  put  the  whole  Body  of  Troops  to  flight,  and  the  difabled  Crip- 
ple w^as  Jeft  in  full  PofTeflion  of  all  the  Spoils  taken  in  the  laft  Day's 
Viftory  by  the  Ufurper's  Army. 

Now  tho'  I  had  not  the  Soldier's  good  Fortune  to  recover  upon  my 
former  EfTaysj  what  was  wrefted  from  me  by  Might  ;  yet  thofe  De- 
featsaniniate  me  to  make  another  Onfet»  and  go  on  with  more  Refo- 
lution  andftrength  of  ReaHin,  lam  refo I v'd  to  feek  for  the  return  of 
my  Lofs,  or  to  fall  a  Viftim,  in  defence  of  my  own  and  the  Nation's 
Security. 

The  Plan  of  Humane  Government  I  firft  laid  down,  I  ever  main- 
Cain'd,and  was  always  ready  to  Seal  with  my  Blood  :  It  is  the  Ground- 
work of  Revolution-Principles,  upon  that  very  Foundation  we  now 
ftand.  If  it  is  deny'd,  and  to  be  profecuted  at  this  rime,  I  am  ready  to 
fufFer  ;  but  Vis  hoped  it  will  not  (in  the  prefent  Reign)  be  thought  a 
Crime  to  expofe  Aftions  that  threaten  to  bring  Dragoons  into  our 
Houfes. 

The  large  Sluarto  and  OEfavo  Volumes,  with  other  fmall  Treatifes 
and  Pieces  I  have  writ,  exceed  Six  hundred  in  Number:  Gre^tpaitof 
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thofe  Difcourfcs  extant,  arc  to  prove  the  ReJgri  of  ICiiig  William  ^IL 
and  this  Government  to  be  founded  upon  the  excellent  Maxims  of 
n)*:*ntaing  inviolably  the  Freedom  and  Privileges  of  the  People  ;  and 
generous  CO  reward  true  Zeal  and  Loyalty,  wherever  they  are  to  be 
found. 

It  may  now  be  thought  ftrange  to  fee  a  Trcatifei  corhe  out  under  the 
fame  Hand,  that  feemh  to  be  any  contradiclion  to  the  former  Works  : 
Whatever  it  is,  I  am  lure  the  Voice  of  the  People  v/iil  vindicare  my 
Conduft,  and  fee  that  this  Addrefs  is  not  hurry'd  inro  the  World 
without  Thought  and  Ncceflity,  'cho  it  is  Pubiilh'd  with  the  grcaccft 
reluftancy.  ,  ' 

Having  receiv'd  ill  the  courfc  of  my  Life  innumerable  Wrongs^  I  al- 
ways firove,  (as  much  as  pofllble)  by  private  Applicarion  lo  have 
them  red refs'd  ;  but  could  never  prevail  in  any  one  Article,  :  Being 
thus  quite  tir*d  out  in  many  Years  vain  Profpe^t  of  Succefs,  arid  witli 
abundance  of  Court-like  Anfwers  of  future  Performances,  I  am  now 
fully  purposed  to  attend  no  more  at  thofe  lofty  Th rt (holds  ;  but  tc> 
Addrefs  my  fclf  to  the  lower  Spheers  :  not  but  that  all  the  A9:s  I  have 
here  to  Offer,  arc  of  fo  high  a  Nature,  that  they  come  not  within  the 
limits  of  a  private  Hearing  at  any  of  the  common  Bars  of  Judicature  : 
They  require  the  Judgment  and  Cenfure  of  one  or  both  Hqufes  o£ 
Parliament,  or  of  the  King  and  his  mofl:  Honourable  Privy  Touncil. 

But  fince  thofe  Auguft  Affcmblies  have  not  as  yet  thought  fit  to  ex- 
amine into  my  Cafes,  or  to  command  any  Premium  for  my  Seven  />«rfe^ 
Cutions  \  I  fhall  now  refer  my  felf  to  the  determination  of  the  C-olle- 
flivc  Body  of  all  the  People  of  the  Kingdom  ;  If  their  General  Verdift 
pafTes  againft  me  •,  then  Til  give  up  my  Caufe  as  loft,  and  noc 
before. 

At  the  late  Demolitit)n  of  my  Eftate  by  the  CommlfHoners,  which 
Aft  broke  in  upon  the  £w^//y^  Conftiturion,  and  threatened  every  A4art 
wilfc  an  Invafion,  to  put  him  out  of  Pofleflion  of  his  Houfe  or  Lands  ; 
Ideliver'd  Jpril  22d.  to  the  Honourable  Privy  Council,  the  LQcds  of 
the  Treafury,  and  the  Secretaries  of  State  an  Account  of  the  Ravage 
'i»de  upon  me,  and  entreated  thofe  High  Officers  that  Reftitutioii 
.'light  be  made.  But  upon  the  deep  filencc  of  the  Miniftery  (which 
was  to  me  an  extream  Surprize)  I  gave  in  Copies  of  this  Treatife  to 
many  Perfons  at  the  Helm  of  Government,  with  the  following  Letter 
Printed  therein. 


"  J  T  Is  now  fix  Months  fince  I  prefcnred  my  Cafe  to  the  MU 
**  1  fters  of  Scare,  fhewing  that  the  Commiffionersof  Excize  had  feiz'd 
**  and  tore  to  pieces  my  Eliate  of  a  Hundred  a  Year,  contrary  to  the 
**  known  Laws  of  the  Land  :  And)  Sir,  your  Honour  being  one  that 
"  fervcshis  Majeftyina  high  Poft,  Lprefume  with  great  Submiflion  to 
**  lay  before  you.  That  from  the  long  Silence  of  the  Court  in  thac 
**  and  other  Aitairs;  Extremity  now  obliges  me,  as  my  h^H:  Refuge,  to 
**  Print  this  Treatife  of  rh^  Wrongs  done  me  by  Ferfons  that  have  been 
*'  and  now  are  employed  under  the  Crown,  and  dedicate  it  to  every 
true  Briton  J    that    I   may  obtain  his  Contribution  for  the  Copy,  to- 
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"  wards  repairing  my  great  Damage,,  and  to  make  up  what  1  have  re- 
*'  ally  loft  in  itiiving  ro  obtain  the  two  prefcnt  good  Parliaments  in 
*'  Great  i^ritain^  and  Irelamd:  It  is  too  ciofe  a  Tryal  to  be  ruin'd  by  ths 
*'  Government,  for  no  other  caufe  than  that  of  endeavouring  tofave 
"  the  State  from  the  hands  of  foreign  and  Domeftick  Enemies. 

**  My  Cafe  is  Jook'd  upon  ro  be  fo  fmgular,  that  I  am  countenanced 
**  to  the  Work,  by  the  true  fenfe,  the  PubJick  feem  to  have  of  the 
**  VioJence  put  upon  me,  even  to  my  Deftruftion.  Tho  f  believe 
*'  that  for  nic  to  ask  Redrcfs  from  door  to  docfr  upon-  ftich  Occafions, 
•'  will  be  a  fad  Reflexion  on  thofc  that  have  fo  terribly  gritiv'd  me  ; 
'*  yet  noMan  in  Power  can  rcfent  it :  For  would  anyGentleman(tho'  my 
**  Enemy)  but  be  pleas'd  to  make  my  Plea  his  own*;  I'm  ftirc  he  muft 
*'  fecretiy  approve  of  all  the  fteps  I  have  already,  or  fluli  hereafter  pur- 
**  fue,  to  get  by  any  juft  means,  the  Reftoration  of  ray  real  Ri^htani 
**  Property  in   thofe  Points  1  here  complain  of 

"  1  look  upon  it  as  my  Duty,  (before  the  Parliament  meets, 
*^  and  any  of  thefe  Gopies  arc  deliver  d  out  for  making  Publick 
*'  Subfcriptions)  to  prefent  them  firft  to  the  Principal  Pcrfons  at 
"^  the  Helm  of  Governnifecnt.  If  then  I  may  yet  have  any  reafoii- 
*^  able  Reftitution  by  Command  of  the  Higher  Powers,  I  (half 
*'  with  great  chearfulr.efs  commit  the  whole  Impreflion  to  the  Flames: 
**  fo  as  not  one  of  the  Copies  nray  fee  Light,  but  dye  as  in  the  Em- 
*^  bryoy  and  never  receive  a  Birth  in  thefe  Regions,  to  beg  Charity  of 
**  the  Subjeft  to  make  good  what  is  loft  in  the  Sepvice  of  the  Govern- 
"  ment,  and  taken  away  by  an  unjuft  Decree  iffuM  out  ia  the  Name  of 
**'  the  Sov«faign.    1  am,  Sir,,  with  all  humble  Subjeftion. 


Tonrmofi  Obedient  and'    ^'l 
Trom  Bel ffJzezt  ^' 

Hanjpjied  Middlefeyr,  Devoted    Servant 

Oftober  1718. 

CHy^RLESPOyET. 


I  here  teSifie  openly,  Thatlkviii  Principle  wa«  never  infus'd  into 
jiiy  Spirit,  to  fee  my  own  or  any  other  Subjcft's  Houfc  rifled  and  plun- 
dcr'd,  againft  theDecres  of  the  Three  Eftatesof  the  Realm,  and  to  fit 
Mute.  An  Arbitrary  Aft  muft  befupprefs'd  in  its  Infancy,  or  it  may 
grow  to  a  Head,  and  fefter  like  a  decpWound  that  appears  heal'd,  but 
is  putrify'd  at  the  bottom.  I  do  not  fpeak  to  give  Offence  ;  but  this 
piay  be  faid,  that  Laws  and  Liberties,  as  to  any  private  Man  as  well  as 
the  Publick,  are  to  be  mainrain'd  or  they  are  n6t.  Adminiftrations 
fix^^dupon  real  Principles,  cannot  deny  to  fecure  the  Fundamental  Ar- 
ticle, which  is  the  veryEfTcnce  of  the  People's  isimediate  natural  Pre- 
fervafion. 

This  Piece  iscompos'd  to  ftand  as  a  Wall  of  Brafs,  to  preferve  every 
Man's  Title  to  his  Lands,  his  Houfes,  or  his  Goods  from  falling  at  the 
Foot  of  a  powerful  Enemy,  or  the  Spite  of  Party- Pique  I  take  it  ro 
bcTrtafon  inthe  Abftrait,  to  be  filent  when  there  istheleaft  appear- 
ance i^f  the  Monarch  s  being  fecretiy  betray'd  by  any  CommilTioncrs  or 
othsrMeriorOSicersAfting  under  the  Cj^owsYj^  and  when  the  Yoke 
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of  Bondage  is  aftually  put,  tho'  iiipon  the  Neck  only  of  a  (inglc  Sub  jeft 
To  conceaJa  i>e.(potick  Powcr^  may  eclipfe  the  Honour  ot  the  Sove- 
raig»i,  the  P-iriiamentiind  the  Miniftry  ;  which  1  am  rcfoivM  hereto 
mainrajn,  by  difcovjariag  an  Illegal  A^t  praftis'd  in  the  Government  of 
the  Commiflioners  of  €xcife  ;  Their  Proceedings  were  carryM  on 
with  the  face  of  Authority  ;  but  without  the  Order  or  Knowledge  of 
xhofc  mod  Noble  Affcmblics.  I  am  in  carnefl:  to  declare  this  Point, 
That  the  Supreme^  Legiflative  Powers  of  any  Nation  ouj^ht  not  to  be 
chaig'd  with  the  breach  oFLaws,  before  they  are  a,ppris'd  of  the  Afti- 
on;  If  the  Mifchiefisnowfupprefs'd,  and  no  other  Subjeft  falls  a  Vi- 
ftimco  Rcvenge,by  the  New  Secret  Extent Sra cute.  I  {iuil  think  I.have 
gain'd  Gloiy  to  the  Government,  and  pur  every  Subjertout  of  Danger 
of  being  again  rifled  in  his  PoiTeiHons  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  the  Realm, 
by  the  capricious  Humour  of  proud  al'piring  Men,  that  have  the  vanity 
to  fancy  the  oppreffing  of  their  Fellow-Subjefts  to  advance  the  Crown- 
Revenues  ingrafts  them  fad  ii  their  Offices  and  Salaries,  I  think  we  do 
not  now  live  under  fo  bad  an  Adn?iiniftfation  as  to  fee  fuch  Enemies 
of  the  State  favoured  in  their  vile  Proceedings  In  this  material  PulnCp 
every  EngUPi-Man  will  fland  hy  me  ;  be  he  Whig  or  Tory^  Noniiiror  or  /?.(?-. 
wan  CathoUck.  Liberty  and  Property  are  ineftimable Jewels  in  our  Cli- 
mate. 

There  ar^c  Subjefts  in  all  States,  that  fear  not  to  deliver  their  Senti" 
ments,  tho'  itcroflcsthc  Humour  of  fome  Men  in  Power.  It  was  a 
bold  but  noble  Speech,  made  in  the  Parliament  c(  Pansy  by  an  injur'd 
-Huguenoty  upon  the  firft  breaking  out  of  an  Arbitrary  Pov  er  in  than 
Kingdom-  **  The  Arrcft  (fays  he)  pafs'd  this  Day  to  takeaway  my 
**  Right,  Cancels  the  Title  of  every  Sul>jcft's  ancient  Liberty,  and  dc- 
*'  livers  up  Property  at  the  Demand  of  the  King  or  the  Will  of  an  am* 
^'  ^bitious  Courtier. 

Upon  the  firft  view  of  a  Defpotick  Authority  gathering  in  any  ons 
trandhofthe  Government  unknown  to  the  Adminiftration,  I  lookup* 
on  it  to  be  as  much  a  Duty  to  give  notice  x)f  it, as  it  is  to  awaken  the  In- 
Jbabitantsofa  Jfouie,  »r  the  breaking out^f  a  Fi^e  in  their  Apairments  ; 
9  Conflagration  is  fooner  extinguilh'd  in  a  Ciry,  than  an  ArbiDrar^  Law 
pgjt  inc^ecuriion,  can  be  extirpated  out  of  a  Nation.  To  maintain 
Right  an4  ^rpperty  has  been  the  Quarrel  of  this  Age  j  that  has  ex- 
haufted thcl^ublick  CoiFers,  and  made  England ^oov . 

Froearii^e  general  Opinion  of  the  People,  as  to  this  New  Aft  ofVio- 
lenccput  .upon  xnjC,  i  am  encourag'd  by  Gentlemen  and  Perfons  of 
Worth,  to  a$k  for  Subfcriptions  for  this  Treatifc,  till  I  am  repaid  what: 
i  have  really  giv^n  up^n^  fuffer^d  by  jhe  Commiftioners  Inquifirion. 
The  original  Paper  I  publifli'd  and  pnefcRfeed  to  the  Miniftcry,  about 
the  feizureof  my  Eftate,  had  a  full  concourji  of 'Readers  in  every 
County  wiier^j  it  was  fent-  All  Parties  with  great  impacience,  expeft- 
ed  every  Day  the  Gazette  came  forth,  tcithertohear  that  I  was  ta:kcn  up 
and  imprifon'd  asa  bafe  Impol>or  ;  or  thatthofe  whodid  me  the  injury 
were  expell'd  the  Service  of  the  Government.  Every  one  concluded 
nothing  lefs  than  a  Pablick  Declaration  of  Puniflimeni  or  Difgrace  on 
one  fide,  would  be  the  event  of  that  Charge. 

As  there  arc  now  many  other  Difcoveries  made  in  fcvcral  Points  very 
furprizing,  and  a  thoufand  WitnelTesto  prove  the  Aft  true,  that  have 
fe^f^thc  Ruinsofmy  dcmolifhei  Eftarcj  it  is.adjudg'd  to  be  fuch  a 
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iiew-conrrived  PainofPerfecucion  inflifted  upon  a  Subjcft,  contrary  t© 
aliquity,  ask  raifcsia  the  Breafts  of  the  Speftators  the  utmoft  De- 
teftation. 

They  declaim  againft  the  Rapine,  as  if  there  were  no  Words  to  be 
found  tor  mc  to  exprefs  my  Relentmcnts,  or  for  the  Publick  to  have 
it  redrelVd,  to  fecuic  ihcir  own  Properties  :  For  tho'  only  one  fmgle 
Body  of  Meninrruftcd  wirh  the  CommifTion  of  Exclfe,  was  privy  to 
the  enacting  of  this  Arbitrary  Statute  ;  yet  it  is  the  Vote  of  Men  well- 
skiii'd  in  the  narure  of  our  Conftitution,  That  the  Adminiftration, 
(when  appns'd  of  ic)  becomes  fo  far  chargeable  with  the  Proceedings, 
as  to  remove  the  Oiienders  from  their  Pofts,  and  comrpand  due  Satis^ 
fa^iioa  to  be  given  to  ihe  injui'd  P^rty. 

SomePcrfonsof  Honour  that  have  an  influence  at  Court,  promised 
tb«^  ''he  fifll  Paper  Printed  upon  this  Occafion,  lliould  be  tranflated  in- 
to fr^^r^  and  pi^cfcntcd  to  the  King,  hid  that  bctn  done,  there  wou]4 
have  uccn  no  need  for  me  to  take  a  Progrefs  from  City  to  City  and 
Town  CO  Town  to  get  in  Collections  upon  this  unhappy  Exigent,  for 
what  the  Commiffioners  have  forc'd  from  me,  againft  the  PraCTicc  even 
of  the  very  Pagan  Governments,  I  am  certain  was  his  moft  Sacred  Ma- 
jcfty  to  read  this  Trcatife,  he  is  a  Prince  offuch  great  Wifdom,  and  fa 
aveiic  to  an  A£l,  which  breaks  ixiupon  the  Right  of  any  one  SubjeSr, 
that  a  Mandate  would  be  foon  ilTu'd  out  to  make  me  Triple  Reftituti- 
on,  for  every  Penny*s  Lofs  and  Damage  I  have  fuftainM.  The  Guilty 
muft  then  be  excluded  fronaever  acling  more  under  the  prefent  Admi- 
niftration ;  In  that  cafe  I  may  bethefirit  and  the  laft  Man  deprived  of 
{lis  Property  and  Inheritance,  from  the  coming  in,  to  the  end  of  the- 
New  Line  of  the  Illuftrious  Houfc  of  Hanover^ 

The  only  difpute  docs  not  here  depend,  That  I  as  a  (Ingle  SubjeCt 
am  dcilroy'd,  but  the  Point  turns  upon  this  IiTue,  my  difaftcr  giv«s  jea- 
loufie  to  every  Man,  left  he  fhould  be  the  next  devoured  by  the  fame  or 
ibme  other  Iccict  Contrivance  that  relates  to  his  own  Concern  or  Inte- 
rcft.  To  be  only  in  Peril,  is  an  Emblem  of  War  in  time  of  Peace.  But 
againft  me  Hoftilities  arc  begun  with  great  Fury,  by  a  Company  of 
Men, that  have  from  their  own  privateCouncils  (not  anAftof  thcirSupe- 
riours)  enrer'd  upon  an  Inquifition  that  difinherits  me  of  the  real  Right 
and  Title  I  have  to  my  own  Poffeffions:  Thefe  new  Law-givers  go  on 
fafter  in  their  CommifTions,  than  ever  Father  Peters  the  Jefuit  and  the 
Lord  Chancellor  J-ffreys  ventured  to  do:  They  never  went  fo  far  in 
their  Progrefs  as  to  the  Arieft  of  Juftice  towards  a  private  Perfon, 
tho'  they  had  the  countenance  of  their  Sovereign  :  Thefe  my  Enemies 
can  derive  no  Authority  from  the  Throne,  for  what  they  have  done  ; 
In  my  Cafe  Money  isExcorted  wirhouc  any  pretence  or  colour  of  Law, 
and  terrible  Havock  made  in  the  Execution;  What  I  call  my  own  now 
lyes  a  I  ftake,  and  the  Queftion  is,  whether  I  Ihall  be  a  Slave  or  a  Free- 
nun  ?  Whether  I  have  a  right  to  be  reftor'd  to  my  Eftate,  or  whether 
by  virtue  of  the  Ccmmiflloncrs  new  Stature,  they  have  a  Title  to  keep 
it  in  their  •^offcffion,  or  to  appropriate  it  to  the  ufe  of  the  Publick,  as 
they  Impcrioufly  give  it  out,  to  the  dilhonour  of  our  excellent  Confti- 
tution ? 

^'  It  cdinnox.  be  improper  here,  to  fer  dou-n  the  Minutes  rchting  to 
**  two  G>Yr/^w  Robbers,  one  Noble  the  other  ignobly  defcehded  :  asfor 
"  the  Perfon  of  High'Birrh,  tho'  he  had  iiden  from  the  RepuWick  a 
'^  vail  heap  of  Tr^afare,  yec  Favour  and  Fo  une  \\\'^  his  iife  ;  the  o- 
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I"'*  therfuffcr'd  Dej^th  only  for  being  privy  to  that  Defign.      To  this 

antient  piece   of  Hiftary,  I  fliall  bring  in  a  Modern  Inftance,  a  late 

I  A6t  of  Parliament,  for  the  management  of  the  Land  Forces :  His  Ma- 

jefty  has  order'd  the  Contents  of  that  remarkable  Statute  to  be  drawa 

tip  into  Articles;  one  of  which  is,    "  That  in  Cafe  any  Officer,  Non 

Commiflion  Officer  or  Soldier  be  accufed  of  any  Violence  or  Offence, 

againft  the  Pcrfon,  Eftate  or  Prope^rry  of  any  Subjeft  ;  he  (hall  be 
**  Try'd  by  a  Court  Martial,  within  the  fpace  of  Eight  Days  if  the 
^*  Perfon  injured  defires  it;  or  otherwifc  the  Offenders  are  to  be  pu^ 
•*  nilh'd  by  the  Civil  Magiftrate. 

A  private  Centinel  by  extravagancy,  may  in  one  Night's  Revel,  [pcnd 
{lis  Week's  Pay,  and  before  the  Day  of  Reckoning  comes  again,  be 
forcd  by  the  Temptation  of  extream  Hunger,  to  trefpafj*  upon  the  Li- 
berties of  an  Inn-keeper  or  a  Farmer,  and  Carry  ofFa  few  Poultry,  or 
feme  other  fmall  Booty  of  Piovifion  :  For  this  Fault  the  poor  Soldier 
runs  the  Gantlet,  rides  the  Wooden  Horfe,  or  iscaft  into  the  Common 
Goal.  In  the  pillaging  of  my  Eftate,  no  fuch  Excufe  can  be  Pleaded; 
and  yer  no  Notice  at  ail  is  taken  to  punifli  my  Thieves,  tho*  I  Com- 
plained of  the  Aft,  and  prov'dthat  they  took  from  me  Plunder  fuffici- 
cnt  to  feed  an  Army.  Wzs  every  Inhabitant  to  be  rifled  in  his  Stock, 
as  I  am  ;  there  would  be  no  need  for  the  Parliament  to  raife  Money, 
though :  pain  ihould  now  declare  War  againft  us,  all  the  Batalions  and 
Squadrons,  might  then  turn  Levellers,  and  live  upon  fiee  Quarter. 

•*  It  was  a  pretty  device  in  the  Eaji-Indiesy  when  any  Man  in  High 
"  Power  had  opprefs'd  the  Subjeft,  the  Ingenious  us'd  to  rcprefent  his 
**  Picture  and  Employments  on  China  Ware,  to  fhew  that  lb  Jong  as 
**  fuchMen  were  retained  in  theirPlaces  ofTruft,the  Empire  ftood  upon 
*^  veiy  brittle  Foundations:  Tothislfliall  fubjoyn,  that  I  have  by 
ftrift  Enquiry  made  many  new  Difcoverics  which  relate  to  the  unpara- 
leird  executing  of  the  Judgment  upon  my  Prcmifes ;  The  particulars 
^re  fo  Copious  that  they  Compleat  31  Articles.  Could  not  1  have  Col- 
lefted  them,  fome  by  my  own  certain  knowledge,  and  others  from  au- 
thentick  Teftimonials ;  the  Commiflioners  and  their  Officers  might 
Plead  that  they  were  diligent  Servants  to  the  Adminiftration,to  gather 
in  the  ufmoft  Demands  of  the  Publick  Reveoues,  accord;ng  to  the  Laws 
cf  the  Realm  :  But  riow  it  appears  that  their  view  was  to  break  thro* 
all  the  Statutes  laid  down  in  Government,  and  even  to  go  beyond  the 
moft  Arbitrary  Lawgivers  in  their  Proceedings.  Here  it  willbcfeen 
with  dereftationby  all  Men  that  love  Liberty  and  Property  what  pains 
was  taken  to  evade  Truth,  and  to  avoid  Publick  Cenfuie.  He  that 
reads  to  the  endofthis  Traft  will  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  there  ar« 
Pcrfons  nor  yet  thought  of  by  the  World,  who  had  fome  Hand  in 
laying  the  fiiftlnvention  of  this  Scheme,  and  that  (tom  the  beginning 
of  the  Entei  prize  have  been  employed  as  bufy  Inftruments  in  prevent- 
ing the  Mi'niftery  from  enquiring  into  the  Matter  ;  fecretly  infinuating, 
as  if  it  were  only  a  Trifle;  or  that  in  cafe  the  Commiflioners  were 
oblig'd  to  make  Reftitution,  they  could  not  go  on  with  fuccefs  in  exe- 
cuting their  Office.  Should  fuch  Amufements  take,  or  divert  Juftice, 
what  a  loud  cry  would  the  Enemy  raife  in  our  Adminiftration  !  The 
Government  we  know,  is  hot  to  be  fupported  by  fuch  glaring  Wrongs 
and  Oppreffions:  There's  too  fad  an  inftance  of  that  in  Frame,  where 
the  People,  inthe  Month  of  ^z/^z/y?  iaft,  rofe  up  and  kill  *d  the  Com- 
miffioners  that  opprefsM  thciia  in  ihcir  Taxes. 
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J  am  fenfi})Ic  that  the  nature  of  forae  Conftitutlons  Is  taken  in  this 
fcnfc,  tli^c  whatever  Steps  are  made  by  any  Peribns  afting  under  the 
Crown,  thip  Adminiftration  is  anfwcrabie  for  foch  Management, 
be  It  of  what  kmd  it  will,  fmce  it  is  the  Authority  of  the  Prince  that  is 
made  ufcof  inthc  Execution  of  an  Extent  or  feizing  of  a  Stare  Cri- 
minal, and  not  the  Power  of  the  Subjeft,  who  ha^  the  Commilfion  or 
Warrant  in  truft;  So  that  the  Opprefs'd  ought  not  to  fuffer  any  Lofsj 
but  the  Officers,  who  go  beyond  their  Order :  If  thcfc  Arguments 
are  nor  granted,  itoverturris  all  Rule  and  Order  in  any  Governmcnr, 
and  afllgns  the  I^oyal  Prerogative  to  the  King's  Servants,  to  aft  at  their 
Will  and  Pleafure,  wjtl^oiJtContrpll:  If  I  err  in  my  Judgment  in  this 
point  I  ask  par  don  for  th?  Mifta^eon  fo  abftrufeand  important  a  Head. 

My  way  of  writing  isto^^prpfs  what  I  think  my  Adverfaries  will 
plead  for  themfelves,  if  evci  c^lTditQ  an  Account-  Ic  has  been  report- 
ed, That  the  Hoduurable  ^oard  of  Cpmn>ifliopers  made  a  Propqfai  to 
nic  for  an  Accommodation  :  I  confef^  I  was  oiFpi'd  a  fmall  Compofition; 
but  fhould  I  take  it,  at  that  very  inftanc  Government  would  expire.  No 
Man  is  obliged  by  the  Laws  of  this  Lanjf,  to  furrender  up  his  EfFeftsac 
Will,  and  to  receive  part  back  again  in  exchange  for  the  whole. 

In  a  free  Stare,  1  have  the  fame  Title  to  rny  FolTefllons,  as  an  Impe- 
rial Monarch  has  to  his  Empire  ;  and  *tis  Deatii  by  the  Laws  of  all 
Civilized  Nations,  only  to  attempt  an  Invafion  upon  the  Prince's  Pre- 
rogative. As  I  look  upon  thofe  Statutes  for  the  Sovisraign-s  Security, 
to  be  abfokitejy  neceflary  in  every  Monarchy  ;  fo  I  think  1  have  a  Right 
by  my  Birth,  to  be  protefted  from  the  Deftroyer,  in  Cafes  that  can  on- 
5y  be  decided  by  the  Judgment  of  the  Prince  and  the  Miniftery;  which 
is  the  very  nature  of  the  Point  now  in  Debate;  The  Matter  isfo  clear, 
iliat  it  docs  not  Call  for  a  Confultacion  of  the  Twelve  Judges^  nor  the 
Verdift  of  a  Special  Jury. 

There  are  Men  thatboafl:,  as  if  thp  Paragraph  taken  from  the  Speedy 
Ttiade  in  the  Houfeof  Commons  December  $th  171 7- xS,  by  Edward  Jef-^ 
ferys,  Efq;  was  a  rrue  Prophecy,  fie  fays,  **  That  Bodies  Political  a§ 
*^  well  as  Natural  have  their  Periods;  Governments  muft  dye  as  well 
^^  as  Men  ;  Ogrs  is  giown  Old  and  Crazy  ;  and  altho'  fce  has  furviv'4 
"*'  her  Neighbour's,  yet  I  fear  her  Day  is  approaching.  I  defire  that 
Gentleman^s  Opinon  may  prove  Erroneous,  and  never  come  to  pafs  till 
the  fixed  Stars  fall  from  theirlfigK  Orbs. 

The  life  I  fiiall  make  of  that  Member  of  Parliament's  Expreflion  is, 
to  give  in  the  Idea  I  have  of  Slavery  ;  which  is  of  two  forts  ;  My 
Bondage  is  of  thje  firft  Magnitude  ;  the  Rod's  upon  my  Back,  and  the 
Lyon  in  my  lloufe ;  I  arn  criKVd  and  devoured  by  a  Command  from 
Authority :  The  other  Slavci  y  is,  when  the  Dragon  is  not  yet  lenrer'd  to 
execute  his  Fury,  but  has  a  power  to  do  it  at  will  :  XW  give  an  Inftance 
to  fupporr  my  Arguments. 

The  French  Conftitution  is  as  rriuch  at  an  end,  as  it  was  in  .the  laft 
Reign  ;  tho*  the  Ufurpation  is  not  by  the  prefent  King  exercised,  as  it 
u-as  by  his  Grandfather  ;  y-et  from  the  Day  the  Power  became  Irr^iifta? 
ble  ;  the  French  are  Slaves.  One  Subjeft's  Right  given  up,  may  put 
a  Period  to  all  Freedoms  and  Charters.  I  muilrhus  defend  the  Caufeof 
my  Soveraign  and  the  Miniftery  now  at  the  Helm  of  Government,  and 
Plead  for  the  P-ghtoF  every  Subjeft,rhai  he  may  not  be  eaten  up  or  ex- 
aftsduron  in  ;he  paym^ent  ff  Ta.xcs  by  any  Arbitra-ry  CommifUonersor 
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their  infenonr  Agents :  There's  no  true  Patriot  but  will  joyn  with  m^ 
in  this  very  Article.  The  exprefling  my  fclf  thus,  m^y  be  of  great  ulc 
to  the  whole  Nation,  and  make  lomc  Men  aft  with  more  Caution  to- 
wards their  Fcllow-Subjefts,  to  keep  within  the  bounds  of  the  Law. 

I  can  fay,  there  was  no  Breach  made  u^on  Etjgl and' s  Liberty  in  thisf 
Reign  nil  the  late  unparalell'd  Judgment  was  executed  (by  virtue  06 
the  Commiffioncrs  new  Law)  upon  my  Eftatc  and  Goods;  and  I  bc-^ 
licvc  that  Aft  would  be  immediately  aboiilh'd,  was  the  News  toocmts 
to  the  King's  Ear;  or  if  any  Member  of  Parliament,  would  be  pleas*d 
of  his  own  accord,  to  give  in  Copies  of  this  Treatifc  to  the  Hoiii«  of 
Commons,  to  be  p«rus  d  and  confider'd  by  that  Great  AiTcmbly.  Then 
it  would  be  no  pain  tome  (tho*  I  am  Confin'd)  to  iccruit  my  feif,  by* 
gettingin  Pubiick  Colleftions,  for  what  I  have  Suffered  by  this  bitter 
Inquifition:  I  wanttohaYc  Jufticedone  upon  the  Tranlgreffors  of  our 
good  Laws  J  it  will  give  great  content  to  the  whole  Body  of  the  Peo- 
ple. 

By  the  fmall  knowledge  I  have  in  Politicks  it  appears  to  be  the  Cu- 
ftom  of  other  Nations,  that  as  foon  as  any  Subjeft  proves  his  Property 
to  be  infringed,  the  Chain  is  immcdi»tcly  taken  ofF,  otherwift  there  is 
but  a  melancholy  View,  'tis  then  in  vain  for  a  Man  to  withltand  Com- 
miffioncrs or  other  OiFiccrs  that  aft  illegally,  better  things  are  tUoug^ht 
•f  thofe  that  now  Rule  at  the  Helm  of  our  Government. 

In  Queen  Mary  Vs.  Reign,  when  only  one  or  two  Pcrfons  were  pcc- 
fecuted  at  her  Will,  or  by  Order  of  any  Magifriite  flie  favourd:,  what 
was  the  fa:e  of  thofe  that  PccitionM  to  have  Relief  ?  Goals  or  Dcach 
were  the  Penance ;  When  the  firft  Church  was  Ihut  up,  and  the  firlt  Di- 
vine Suffer'd  ;  if  any  Subjeft  fpoke  againft  the  Decree  he  run  tac  Risk 
of  being  undone  Body  and  Eftace.  Ic  is  a  dangerous  Attempt  for  a  Tin- 
gle Man  to  ftrive  againft  Authority  and  Power,  thoStbe  in  a  mild  rVd- 
miniftration.  I  fhall  towards  the  End  of  this  Difcourfe  give  an  Inftance 
of  it  from  my  own  fad  Experience.  t 

For  ray  Part,  I  dare  not  venture  again  to  Wage  Law  with  the  Migh- 
ty ;  and  for  me  to  brtng  Aft^ons  againft  the  Indigent  Officers  that 
ruin'd  me  by  Authority  given  them  by  the  Commiflioners,  is  to  make  1 
further  Devaftation  upon  my  felf;  For  when  my  Moi  ey  is  fpent  in 
Profecating  thofe  poor  Wretches,  they  arc  fled  ;  like  Harwood  tlie  late 
Afleflbr,  or  ordered  to  be  Tranfported  as  Felons  for  the  Robbery;  1$ 
that  any  Satisfaftion  for  my  Dammage  ?  As  for  the  Ccmmjffioners  they 
defend  the  Suit  at  the  King's  Charge,  and  I  cint  recover  any  Fines  of 
them  :  They  plead  that  my  Cafti  is  apply'd  to  Pubiick  ufes,  as  the  for- 
mer AflrcfTors  did  for  the  Land  Tax ;  fo  I  ftall  be  grouiid  to  pieces  as 
between  two  Mill-ftones-  Small  Rivulets  are  nor  of  io/ce  to  turn  the 
Rapid  Streams  of  Great  Rivers,  nor  the  Floods  of  hally  Showers  pre- 
vent the  Ebbing  of  the  vaft  Ocean.  The  Commiflioncrs  (as  v/as  but 
now  intimated)  have  the  Crown's  Money  to  fupport  their  Servants 
Proceedings,  that's  an  inexhauftible  Stock;  my  Ccfters  are  rifled  by 
their  Agents.  I  will  fpeak  openly,  it  ought  to  be  fet  down  in  parti- 
cular Charafters,  upon  the  Pillars  of  the  three  Exchanges:  I  was  told 
by  Mr.  Townfend  one  of  the  Commiffiohcrs  at  a  full  Board,  I  muft  re- 
cover my  Satisfaftion  from  the  very  ,Men  th^c  demolifh'd  my  Ef^are 
by  their  Command  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  tlicy  refu  ,'d  to  Refund  what 
was  taken  from  me,  tho'  then  in  their  prcfenc  PafTcSaon  :  fuch  jugl.ng 
^■'  JEv^-froas 
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livafions  arc  too  great  a  Stain  upon  Government  to  be  conccal'd ;  therc'^ 
no  Miniftcr  of  State  will  defend  fuch  Pradices.  I  Ihall  bring  in  on^ 
Inftance  that  will  fet  Matters  right. 

If  I  am  robb'd  in  my  Houfe  or  in  the  Street,  and  the  Thieves  pay  th« 
Calh  into  the  Bank  oi  England:  It  is  true  ,  I  cannot  by  Law  comr  up. 
on  the  Governors  or  Direftors  of  the  faid  Bank  :  But  Ihould  /  Cell  them 
the  ftory,  and  they  refufe  to  return  my  Money  at  the  firft  Requeft, 
(was  it  in  their  Power,  and  with  fafety  to  be  done)  the  World  would 
look  upon  them,  I  will  not  fay  as  Confederates  in  the  Aft;  but  ai 
guilty  of  a  Deed  of  the  highelV Injury  and  Oppreffion. 

I  here  appeal  ro  the  Colle6five  Body  of  the  People,  whether  it  is  not 
very  afflifting  for  me  to  be  rent  to  pieces  by  an  Arbitrary  Power,  and 
then  bid  to  take  my  Courfe  with  the  Government ;  or  to  come  Upon  poor. 
Gfficersforfulfillingthe  Will  of  their  Mafters :  fuch  Pretences  are  buc 
a  fort  ofRefolution,  to  do  no  Jufticcat  all,  or  as  a  Decoy  to  draw  the 
Opprefled  into  Law-fuits  that  the  exceflive  Charges,  may  tJirow  him 
into  a  Prifon  to  Rot  there;  that  Stratagem  fhall  not  take  in  this  Cafe. 
If  the  Commiflioners  believe!  hay^e  done  them  Wrong  in  fpeaking  the 
truth,  and  they  arc  willing  to  turn  PlaiBtiiFs,iIam  ready  to  become  th© 
Defendant:  It  willthenvifibly  appear  by  the  Evidence  of  their  and  my 
Witnefles,  wherh^^r  I  have  writ  one  Article  that  is  not  real  Fa£t,  and 
for  the  Intereft  of  every  Subjeft  in  England  to  perufe,  that  is  for  keep-, 
inghis  own  Right  and  Property  againft  an  Invafton  from  Men  pur  ia 
truft  to  Aft  as  Stewards  to  Coilc<^t  in  the , Crown  Revenues.  IF  xht' 
Avhole  matter  was  fet  out  in  a  Court  of  Judicature,  where  Affidavits^ 
flight  be  made  ;  it  would  give  great  light  to  the  Subjeft;  ^ont  would 
for  the  future  patiently  take  the  fpoiling  of  his  Goods  and  Poflefrions. 
contrary  to  Law,  thoMc  were  done  by  Men  in,  the  highefl  Station  or 
Poft  of  Profit:. 

All  that  love  Liberty,   will  be  for  taking  oiF  the  heavy  Burden,; 
that  is  now  put  upon  my  Shoulders,    and   lament  the    lofs.  of  that, 
one  Freedom ;    nee  upon  my  account,    but  for  their  own  iSeeuriry. 
Englijhmen  are    never   content   with   Slavery,  the  terrour  of  it  joads: 
the  Mind,  tho'  it  is  feen  only  in  EjjlgU :  But  here  Magna  Ckarta  is  taken 
away  by  force,  v/ithout  a  Pattern  or  Example  j    and  in  fuch    a  Rage, 
That  was  a  Dcfcription  to  be  now  given  of  the  Grecian  Captives  taken 
by  che  T^rksy  at  the  Surrender  ofConJiantinoplc  ;  the  lofs  of  Property 
could  not  be  much  better  fet  forth  than  the  Devaftation  made  upon  my 
Eftare  under  Colour  oF  Protc8:ion  from  the  Sovereign,and  the  Statutes 
made  by  the  Three  Eftates  of  the  Realm 

This  Plot  {hall  Vye  with  the  Ryot  in  Sal's'^ry-Comt,  for  which  five. 
Perfons  fufFer'd  Death  in  Fhetfireef  :  The  Fury  of  that  mad  Multitude 
joyn'd  in  one  Crowd,  feem'd  to  (hew  more  pitty  to  their  Enemy,  and 
did  not  make  fuch  an  entire  Spoil,  as  is  to  be  f&cn  upon  my  Pofiifii- 
ons.  It  is  fomcPkafaretome,thatfeveralPerfons  of  Honour, were  pleas'd 
out  of  Curiofiry  co  come  to  my  Houfe,  and  behold  the  ftrange  Pro- 
fpeft  :  Their  Opinion  is,  this  Domeftick  Deftruftion  is  a  Ryot,  an 
Jnfurreftion  and  a  Robbery  ;  the  Words  are  Natural,  tho'  they  found 
harfli. 

In  the  Life  time  of  Utah^  14th.  fome  foreign  Writers  have  thought 
fit  to  mark  down  in  the  Margin  of  their  works,  that  Prince  a  Tyrant ; 
our  Hiftoiians  may  now  very  Judiciouily  place  in  the  Table  of  their 
Volumes,    The  Secret  Extent  Plot,  iin  Ufurpation.  The 
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The  Proceedings  were  contrary  to  all  Flonour,  gocd  Nature,  cr 
Honeftyj  a  breach  of  Truft  and  facred  Oarhs*  Men  th!ac  feivc  the 
Crown,  (wear  as  IbJemnly  to  be  juft  to  the  Subject,  as  true  vo  the  b-o- 
vereign:  'Tis  as  great  viol.uion  to  fteal  out  of  the  Purfe  of  a  private 
Man,  as  it  is   to  rob  the  King's  Treafury  with  the  dalh  of  a  Pen. 

Thefe  Notes  are  cnter'd  with  fuch  Refieftions,  in  dcttnc^r.  of  tiiQ 
Sovereign's Securiry,  that  no  A/fan's  Subftance  for  the  future,  may  ever 
befciz'd  upon,  and  carry'd  off,  with  fuch  open  and  daring  tokens  of  at 
Defpotick  Power,  that  items  to  ftrike  at  once  to  deftroy  the  veiy 
foundation  of  the  Brififb   Conltitution. 

It  muil  pafs,  if  what  is  now  fpoke  of  is  a  Crime,  till  thefe  Articles 
can  be  fairly  dcny'd.  I  ihall  look  upon  the  Tide  I  have  to  any  thing, 
tho'  'tis  figri'd  and  feal'd,  and  has  the  Sanation  of  a  Law,  to  be  only 
as  Images  painted  on  the  Wall,  pleafing  Amulements,  like  the  fair  Ap- 
ples o^ Sodom,  beauriful  to.  behold  oa  the  Tree  ;  buc  couch  them  riiey 
are  rotten,  and  turn  to  Allies. 

The  Kt2i^on\ng  is  clear,  for  the  Nev/  Law.  giver?,  may  {ffrom  the  fame 
Rule  as  before)  lend  their  Agents  again  to  my  Houfe,  to  morrow  or 
next  day,  and  take  the  Cloaths  from  off  my  Back,  or  the  Deeds  and 
Writings  out  of  my  Scrutnre,  or  even  any  thing  tKt  that  I  have  ftill 
left  to  give  up,  or  parr  with  in  the  World. 

I  am  fo  very  particular  in  thefe  my  Obfervations,  that  England  may 
not  now  lofe  the  native  Beauty,  fhe  attain  d  at  the  Revolution  ;  nor 
the  Glory  flie  got  in  the  late  great  ViOiory  over  the  new  S^anifh  Ar*- 
mado.  Should  not  this  Arbitrary  Law  be  extingiilh'd  by  another  A6t 
©f  Government  from  the  Superiour  Authority  :  What  are  Ci^i  ters  andf 
Privileges  worth,  if  the  Secret  Extent  Statute  is  not  Ceafur'd  and 
Condemn'd  by  the  whole  Legiflature ;  as  I  am  certain  it  v/ilt,  if  ever 
this  Treatife  is  brought  into  Parliament  by  any  of  the  Leaders  of  that: 
Auguft  Senate,  a  few  Lines  may  ferve  to  adjuil  all  thefe  i^ebares,  and 
ftt  my  Arguments  upon  this  Head  in  perfcft  Light,  where  Men  are 
not  Slaves  in  Principle. 

Here  {hall  be  added  an  Example  of  Hcroick  Order,  or  a  Manifetta 
thatpafs'd  in  a  Publick  Council,  lapon  the  Debate  of  an  Arbirrjiy  Pow- 
er ^tt  up  by  Men  put  into  Commiflion  to  Coiled  the  Pubiick   IlS" 
venues. 
I     *'  A  Roman  Gentleman,  (when  the  Fsrmcrsof  the  Taxes  hac^  gotic 

beyond  theiiConimi{]ion,and  a£led  contrary  to  the  Cvilom  of  theRe- 
**  publick^    Complain'd  to  the  Senate  at  Rc?z?c  of  the  Outrage ;  one  of 

the  Senators  movd  to  put  off  the  Hearing  til!  next  Council-Day : 
"  it  was  anfwer'd  by  the  whole  Body  of  Senators,  if  that  were  dc>n^f 
**  and  no  Order  fent  to  imprifon  the  Farmers  of  the  Taxts,  more  Ra-. 
**  vage  would  be  mode,  whereby  it  m^ght  indanger  ^he  Str^te,  from 
**  the  Report,  that  the  Rights  of  the  People  oi  Romc^  w^cre  given  up  by 
**-  the  Confent  of  the  Government. 

This  ISA  great  Example,  iirft  of  the  Conduct:. of  the  Rorjian  Gentle- 
men, in  appealing  to  the  Go^^ernment  j  and  then  a  Glorious  InOance 
in  the  Senate  of  Rome  to  lay  dov/n  fuch  a  Curious  Plan  of  Equity  in 
the  Adminiftration.  One  fuch  Aft  in  Potentares  appears  in  th*-  Eye 
of  the  People  truly  Magnificent,  and  gains  the  Love  and  the  rieatt  of 
the  Subjeft,  beyond  what  is  almoft  to  be  ex^^xdi^d  ov  rhov,ghc'of. 
This  was  the   Ilfue  1  expefted  to  fee  fro  in  the  wiicing  of  this  riece. 
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It  was  a  fix'd  Maxim  amoiig  thcantient  Egyptians,  ''  That  when  onfcf 
*'  Man's  Property  was  taken  away  or  intVing'd  againft  Law,  the  whole 
**  Body  of  the  People  were  threaten'd  with  Danger  :  The  Command 
that  oidersone  illegal  Aft  to  be  committed,  can  at  pleafure  Seize  up- 
on any  Man's  Inheritance,  and  take  away  his  EfFeds,  without  giving 
any  other  Realbn  why  'tis  done,  than  Imperious  Frowns  of  Difdain. 
That  very  Treatment  was  my  Lot,  when  1  went  to  the  New  Law-giv- 
ers to  Complain  of  my  Wrong,  and  to  ask  for  the  return  of  my  own 
Juft  Right. 

It  is  interpreted  in  the  Terms  of  War,  that  when  a  Goverlnour  de- 
livers Bp  the  Gate  of  a  City  to  an  Enemy  that  befieges  it,  the  gi- 
iilg  poffeffion  of  that  Poft  yields  up  the  whole  Place  as  a  Conqueft. 
This  fingie  Argument  I  take  to  be  fufficient  to  confirm  all  that  I 
have  yet  laid  down,  to  prove  that  if  any  one  Tyrannical  Aft  is  to- 
lerated in  a  State  Or  Province,  every  Subjeft's  Right  is  facrific'd  or  at 
Icaft  mull  be  parted  with  at  the  firft  Suiamons  or  Demand,  he  re- 
ceives from  an  Inferiour  Officer  pretending  to  be  fent  to  him  with 
a   Commiffion, 

Ufurpation  arifes  cither  from  Pride  or  Araricc,  that  foon  encrcaC. 
^s  to  an  Infeftion,  and  fpreads  as  the  Plague,  till  the  Contagion  be- 
conaes  Univerfal.  There's  no  need  to  go  to  other  Nation^  for  Preft- 
dents,  we  have  Examples  in  our  own  Country.  In  the  laft  Centu« 
ry,  fome  of  our  Imperious  Politicians  broke  in  upon  the  Laws;  The 
firft  frep  then  made  did  the  Work,  had  not  one  Round  been  fix'd^ 
there  would  have  been  no  afcending  to  pull  down  the  Conftitution. 

King  CharUs  L  had  the  advice  of  his  Council  to  raife  Ship-Mo- 
ney,  and  his  Son  James  IL  the  Opinion  of  the  Judges,  before  h« 
took  PolTeflion  of  Magdalen  College  in  Oxford  \  both  thofc  Potent 
Monarchs  loft  their  Crowns  :  But  Money  isexaftcd  from  me,  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  Soveraign,  the  Miniftery,  or  the  Sages  at  Law  : 
So  that  I  {hould  betray  the  whole  Conftitution  to  be  Dumb  here  ;  be- 
^aufe  this  New  Statute  is  more  Arbitrary  than  any  former  Proceed- 
ings ;  and  fhould  it  go  off  conceal  d,  the  Subjeft  may  foon  become 
Tributary  to  the  Infcrimir  Servants  of  the  Adminiftration,  at  their 
Will  and  Pleafure,  which  abfolutely  refigns  all  claim  to  Liberty  and 
Property.  I  fay  fo  much  of  the  Commillioners  Inqifition,  to  keep  o- 
thcr  Men  from  meeting  with  my  Fate.  This  fmall  Traft  may  be  an  in- 
ftrument  tofave  the  Sub  jeft  from  the  Power  of  the  Lion  and  the  Dra- 
gon :  For  I  can  fay  the  Tyranny  and  Ufurpation  inflifted  upon  me,  is 
litt]t  kfs  than  to  be  torn  in  Pieces  by  the  Wild  and  Savage  Beafts  of 
fhe  Woods  and  Deferts. 

My  Cafe  is  come  to  tliis  Crijis,  that  1  mufl:  either  chufe  to  fink  in  Ru- 
in, or  venture  to  fpcak  in^^  an  uncommon  way  :  A  true  Patriot  will  ne- 
ver fubmit  to  fuch  Preifures  but  upon  force  5  or  conceal  his  Thoughts, 
only  when  the  Caufe  is  defperatc,  and  under  deplorable  Crcumftan- 
ces  ;  or  in  points  that  the  lefiTer  Evil  is  to  be  chofe ;  there  he  is  Speech- 
left  and  Paffive. 

Whatever  may  be  the  Thoughts  on  thcfe  Principles,  they  are  xht 
KevoiutioO'Doftrine,  and  what  was  conftantly  maintain'd  by  the  De- 
fenders of  England's  Liberties.  It  is  the  Ground-work  of  the  Articles 
that  brought  ever  oiy:  haappy  DcUyerer  of  Glorious  Memory,  and 
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broke  ofF  the  heavy  Links  of  Bondage ;  It  is  the  very  Column  of  the 
Refolvesofall  our  good  Parliaments,  and  the  ftanding  Opinion  of 
thofe  worthy  Senators,  U'hopafs'd  the  Aft  for  cftablilhing  the  Succef- 
fion  in  the  prefent  Line.  In  defence  of  all  thefe  innumerable  advanta- 
ges, particularly  to  Secure  that  ineftimable  Jewel  of  Right  and  Pj  o 
perty;the  Nation  begun  andcarry'don  two  tediousWars, which  expend- 
ed near  k  Hundred  Millions  o^  gngUjh  Money,  with  a  Sea  of  Chrifli- 
^n  Blood,  fince  that  memorable  Year  88.  Deny  it  who  can,  that  this 
is  the  B*/// upon  which  our  prefenc  Monarch  lays  Claim  to  his  Royal 
Title  to  the  Britip)  Throne,  and  the  Englijh  are  become  his  Subjefts  by 
the  Tenour  of  our  Statutes. 

It  was  Father  f^eters  and  the  Chancellor  J^frys  violating  the  Laws  ef 
the  Land,  that  occafion'd  the  Abdication  of  King  Jawes  \l.  and  obliged 
that  Prince  to  live  and  dye  in  Exile:  I  rehearfe  this  to  Htve  my  Native 
Country  from  undergoing  fuch  another  Change^  or  rather  dreadful 
Convulfioa,  that  threatened  oar  moft  Holy  Religion  and  Civil  Srate 
with  an  entire  Subverfion  .-lean  fcarce  imagine  that  the  Commiflio- 
ners  will  be  let  alone  to  create  any  future  Difconrenrs  by  the  conti- 
jiuation  oftheir  violent  Proceedings  againft  ether  Subjetls. 

The  Zeal  of  many  Hpnourable  Gentlemen  that  now  fit  at  the  Helm 
of  Government  is  ftill  remcmber'd  ;  When  the  Liberty  of  any  Subjeft 
was  but  in  the  leaft  attack'd  in  the  laO:  four  Years  of  Queen  Anne^  they 
valu'd  themfclvcs  in  Pleading  upon  fuch  Occcafions  in  the  Houfcs  of 
Parliament,  an4  at  the  Head  of  private  Councils:  What  may  be  faid 
for  filencc  upon  my  delivering  in  to  the  Miniftery  an  account  of  the 
Arbitrary  Judgment  executed  upon  me  ?  It  can  be  taken  only  that 
fome  emergent  Bufinefs  of  Stare  entirely  put  the  thoughts  of  it  out  of 
Mind  :  Since  never  any  Subjeft,  either  in  King  james\  or  Queen  Anni^ 
Reign  was  fufFcr'd  to  be  thus  Ranfack'd  (o  near  the  Metropolitan  City 
of  the  Nation,  and  even  in  the  very  Eye  of  the  Court ;  and  the  Go- 
vernment to  fiiew  an  abfplute  negleft  of  the  Pctitioas  put  up  to  have 
^he  outragious  Aft    fupprefs'd. 

The  gain  of  the  Prize  taken  out  of  my  Hands  cannot  much  en- 
rich the  Grown,  tho'  the  lofs  to  me  is  infupportable.  I  defire  my  Mif- 
fortune  may  never  come  to  draw  any  Cloud  of  Darknefs  over  thcBrltiJl) 
HmzQn,  nor  fully  that  Conftitution  which  is  now  calfd  in  Etiro^Cy  The 
Chief  ProteSor  of  th^  Liberties  of  Princes  and  States. 

It  will  be  a  Narrative  of  great  variety,  to  give  in  the  Difcoveries 
niade  of  the  Commiffioncrs  Conduft.  I  can  now  prcfcnt  the  Reader 
with  abundance  of  frefli  Matter,  relating  to  the  Management  m  Lay- 
ing and  Carrying  on  the  whole  Dciign  of  the  Secret-Extent  Plot.  Take 
it  all  in  a  piece,  it  is  a  kind  of  Tragi-Comedy,  to  pleafe  or  affeft  a  mixc 
Audience  :  I  believe  to  a  wife  Man,  one  Page  will  lay  open  the  mide- 
rious  Intrigues,  and  fiiew  the  intentipn  of  every  Plotter  engag'd  in  the 
fevcral  Afts.  The  Performance  prefents  that  the  Adors  were  either 
Confounded. by  a  fatal  Sentence  ;  or  that  it  was  an  Invention,  to  kindle 
Flames  of  Difconrent  in  the  Breaft  of  the  Populace,  to  the  Joy  of  the 
Ring's  Enemies,  and  the  Trouble  of  his  beft  Subjefts.  The  particulars 
of  this  Account  have  been  Collefted  from  Memoirs  taken  by  Examina- 
tion aad  Confeflion  of  WirnefTes,  and  from  the  Information  and  Ad- 
vice of  Friends:  The  Title  is, 
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The  Black  Lift  of  ^^  I   y^rticlcs. 

Art.  I.  The  firft  Step  the  Plotters  advancM  in  their  Scheme,  is, 
they  v-ere  fo  far  infaruared  by  the  Spirits  of  Darknefs,  That  they  took 
upm  rhem  t©  receive  of  Mr  Smith  my  Tenant,  ?.]]  the  Money  he  ow'd 
to  the  King,  within  One  Pound  Sixretn  Shilling*;,  Eleven  Pence  Three 
JFajth'^igs  ,  rliis  is  an  /?;id;:ofa  Secret  Contrivance  laid  to  ftain  the 
CharaGvr  of  the  Adminiflration,  which  I  tender  as  my  Life. 

/Irt.  II  The  next  Progrefs  the  Plotters  went  upon  :  Three  Days 
after  they  had  taken  Mr.  Swith\  Cafli,  and  given  a  Receipt  for  it ;  they 
ir<ountcd  the  Stage  to  a(:r  the  Bl^k  Part.  'They  came  to  my  Houfe, 
2nd  there  feiz'd  ijpon  the  fa'd  Smith's  Gocds  ;  and  to  be  quick  in 
Shifting  the  Scenes,  Gv^/;.?/i  the  head  Tragedian  ordered  three  Baggs 
and  a  lialf  of  Hops,  (a  good  Booty  upon  which  he  had  fi\d  the  Broad 
Arrow)  to  be  irnrnediaiely  Loaded  and  Carry 'd  off  fiorh  the  Preniifes, 
which  faid  Hops  alone  were  fufficicnc  to  difcharge  and  fatisfie  near 
Twenty  times  the  Sum  the  faid  Smith  had  left  unpaid.  But  to  give  the 
Plotters  the  Scope  of  the  wildeft  Demands  they  could  be  ambitious  of: 
Admit  that  the  Twenty  Two  Pounds,  Two  Shillings  Eleven  Pence,. 
Three  Farthings,  grov/fng  due,  had  been  then  paysble  as  it  was  not 
till  the  expiration  of  fourteen  Days;  the  faid  Hops  would  have  dif- 
charged  that  verv  Debt  aifo  and  all  Expences :  But  the  Plotters  to  be 
certain  of  Treafare  enough,  at  the  fame  time  took  poircffion  of  Fifty 
Founds  worth  more  of  the  faid  Sr^ith''^  Goods;  and  he  the  faid  Smith 
on  the  other  lide,  oifer'd  to  deliver  up  to  them,  at  that  very  moment, 
all  he  had  in  the  World  (if  defir'd)  for  the  ufe  of  the  King,  which 
was  very  Confiderable.  This  can  be  prov'd  Fafl:  by  feveral  Wit- 
nclles.    Now  enrers  the  Haincus  Story  In  the  following  Articles. 

Art.  III.  Here  the  new  Arbitrary  Law  was  begun  to  be  put  in  Exe- 
cution upon  my  Efcate  :  After  what  is  mentionM  in  the  preceding  Ar- 
ticle was  tlius  z^td  ;  and  the  Plotters  had  feiz'd  and  fent  away  fo  f^rtz,t 
a  Bdory^of  Goods  as  a  Security  and  Pledge,  which  would  abundantly 
more  than  anfwer  all  Demands  and  Charges  whatever,  that  could  b« 
required,  tho*  evier  fo  unieafonable  ;  the  Head  Tragi-Comedian 
wirh  his  Company,  after  this  and  not  before,  went  upon  his  Second 
AQ:,  to  dedroy  and  rear  to  pieces  my  Poffeffions.  If  the  Philo- 
fophy  of  the  CommilTioners  can  make  it  appear,  that  this  is  not 
Felony  in  the  very  Abftra61:,  fll  be  content  to  bear  the  Load  06J 
Infamy  they  are  Stain'd  with  by  the  Publick  Cenfure  for  fufFering 
fuch  an  Outrage  to  go  one  Day  unrepaired.  V\\  tack  ^o  this  Article  the 
Tuffice  of  an  Arbitrary  Foreign  Prince:  **  A  late  General  in  Mufco^\^ 
'^'  was  made  a  Corr^miflloner  or  Infpsf^or  of  one  Branch  of  the  Publick 
*'  Revenues:  Upon  Informruion  and  Proof,  that  he  had  gone  farther 
*'  than  liis  Power  dire8ed  in  oppreiTing  xhc  Subjeft  :  he  was  Sentenced 
*'  rr^dye  in  this  Year,  1718  and  by  the  Emperor's  Special  Command, 
''  Shot  ro  death,  by  the  Soldiers  of  his  own  Regiment.  The  oiFer  that 
*'  General  made,  ro  pj'Ve  Reiliturion  wa<f  rejedied  ;  his  Life  rauft  fall  as 
**  an  Atonement  for  the  Crime.  J  put  in  this  lemarkable  Inftance  of 
F^uiilimenr,  todererMen  froj^  the  breach  cf  Laws  vpcn  thjeir  Fel- 
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Jow-Subjefts,  to  the  great  Diflionour   of  the  Soveraign,  or  the  State;, 
they  fcrve  under. 

Art.  IV:  It  was  certainly  Decreed,  that  the  T letters  fliould  enhance 
their  own  Guilt,  in  the  Face  of  the  Publick  :  As  foon  as  they  found 
their  vile  Proceedings  weredete8:ed  ;  I  can  prove  that  to  acquit  them- 
felves  they  feign'd  this  wicked  Plea,  and  faid  they  had  taken  and  lent 
away  Mt.  Smith  my  Tenant's  Hops,  with  a  view  to  keep  me  from 
feizihgon  them  for  RtnZy  and  not  with  defign  to  fell  them,  to  pay 
the  King's  Revcaues.  Should  this  Evafion,  I  was  going  to  fay  Cheat, 
fake  in  England,  and  be  let  gooif  unpunifh'd  ;  Then  I'll  venture  to  bid 
farewell  to  Liberty  and  Property,  and  all  that  is  dear  and  valuable  in 
this  beautiful  liland  ;  But  certainly  this  fort  of  Artifice  will  be  en- 
quired into  by  the  King,  the  Parliament  and  the  Miniiler  y  ;  fince  the 
Matter  is  now  made  fo  clear  to  the  Publick.  Ifthefe  four  Articles 
are  not  true,  I  defirc  to  be  fton'd  as  an  incorrigablc  Wretch. 

Art.  V.  By  the  Tenour  of  the  preceding  Practices,  it  looks  as  if  the 
Plotters,  after  they  were  betray'd  in  their  Defigns,  joyn  d  in  a  Confe- 
deracy with  Mr.  Smith  my  Tenant,  in  expeftation  he  might  be  an  E- 
vidence  to  bring  them  off;  For  it  will  be  prov*d  by  two  fucceeding 
Arricles.  That  they  prefented  him  withfcvaralConfiderableSums  of  my 
Money  to  rcimburfe  hina  of  a  Debt  he  had  formerly  paid  to  the  Crown, 
aiid  to  difcharge  him  from  another  Debt  that  was  growing  due  from 
him  for  rke  King's  Revenues.  And  the  faid  Nix.  Smith,  to  be  grateful, 
feemM  to  affift  his  Majeftys  Officers,  in  taking  away  the  Gleanings  they 
would  have  carry'd  off,  had  not  their  Intrigues  been  blown  up  by  the 
Confcffion  of  one  of  their  own  Company;  That  they  had  no  Warrant 
to  Authorize  their  Proceedings:  So  that  the  whole  Contrivance  ap- 
pears in  every  Circumftance,  to  be  only  a  Complication  of  Knavery,  I 
may  very  Juftly  fay,  a  Publick  Robbery  :  For  among  thofe  Champions 
of  Iniquity,  that  even  exceed  that  izmou^  Whitney ^  they  ftript  my  E- 
ftate  as  clean,  as  a  Fernale  Thief  does  a  Child  of  its  Cloaths,  takes  a- 

way  every  Ra<y,  and  leaves  the  Creature  ftarknaked — 

Art  VI. To  fliew  that  the  moft  Civiliz'd  A6'r,was  a  Trick,  or  a  genteel 
piece  of  Cozenage,  the  King's  Officers  demanded  by  his  Majelly's  Au- 
thority, and  in  the  Name  of  the  Commifiioners  Threefcore  Pounds  of 
my  Money,  to  be  paid  down  for  the  ufe  of  the  Crov/n,  to  fatisfy 
Smith  $  Debt,  after  it  was  a^ually  difcharged  twenty-fold  by  their  own 
Seizure,  and  the  Goods  fent  away  by  their  Order  :  I  mull  tell  of  this 
E^'il,  to  give  rheGovernmenttimely  notice  left  it  fhould  grow  flagrant, 
and  other  Subjefts  be  ruined  by  their  Tyrannical  Power. 

I  II  now  bring  another  inftance  of  Exemplary  Juftice,  tho'  the  in- 
jured Perfon  was  a  Courtizan  :  One  of  the  Harlots  at  Fenice  deliver'd 
a  Petition  to  the  Doguc,  complaining  of  Two  Officers  that  had  extor- 
ted from  her  a  Ducker  more  than  ihe  was  oblig'd  to  pay,  by  the  Cuftom 
of  the  Common-wealth  for  keep3ii)g  the  Publick  Stews  :  The  Senate 
appointed  the  Money  fo  be  returned  to  the  Impious  Woman,  and  the 
Extortioners  were  put  out  of  their  Poft  they  held  in  being  Colleftors 
of  that  Branch  of  the  Revenues,  and  made  for  ever  incapable  of  bearing 
any  other  Office  in  the  State.  It  is  very  material  to  introduce  the  cu- 
ftomary  Pradlices  of  foreign  Nations,  that  caufeReftitution  to  be  made 
for  Injuries,   even   in  Cafes  of  the  Icaft  Moment. 

^r^.-VIIv-.' 
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Art.  VII.  Here  the  Plotters  were  very  rigfir  In  their  Notion  ;  they 
Committed  tkeir  Outrages  in  my  abfencc:  Their  Cunning  was  alfo  rc« 
markable  5  they  did  their  Work  with  great  Expedition,  and  refused 
(tho*  defir'fl)  to  ftop  the  Frogrefs  of  their  Ravage  for  two  or  three 
Hours;  Tiicy  knew  that  delay  might  have  Sapp'd  their  whole  Inventi- 
on, and  been  the  Occitfion  of  their  immediate  Defeat.  My  Eftate  was 
plundered  and  deftroy'd  the  firft  Day,  out  of  my  fight,  without  any 
Notice  gi  en  me  by  the  Commifiioners :  Had  that  been  done,  Ifliould 
yather  have  paid  a  furii  of  Money  in  my  own  wrong,  than  be  oblig'd, 
(as  I  am)  to  fpeak  thus  of  the  Conduft  of  Men  n%w  employ'd  by  the 
Government,  They  caft  a  blemiih  upon  the  Adminiftration  :  I  will 
keep  up  to  maintain  that  Right,  as  I  am  an  Eng I iP)  Suhje^,  and  have 
K  valuable  regard  to  the  Glory  of  the  Byitifh  Legiflaturc;  their  Preroga- 
dve  and  Power  arc  here  ftruck  at 

jr\  Vin  It  is  an  ancient  faying,  That  the  Wicked feidom  continue  IVife 
hngy^it  wasfo  here  ;  for  the  Plotters  foon  difcover'd  their  Weaknefs ; 
They  being  required  to  produce  the  Authority  that  impower'd  them  to 
Aft  after  fuch  fort  of  Ways  ;  had  not  the  fcnfc  to  fhew  any  Commiili- 
on  or  Warrant,  either  new  or  ©Id,  to  bring  them  out  of  the  Labyrinth  ; 
but  this  they  did  with  much  Bravery:  They  Bully'd  the  Perfon  who 
ask'd  them  to  produce  their  Power,  and  threatened  that  Sir  WiUiam 
Ailurfty  one  of  the  Gentlemen  at  the  Board,  fliould  throw  him  into  Pri- 
ibn  for  his  Irifolence  in  putting  the  Queftion.What  a  State  of  Mifery 
are  we  come  to,  if  this  New-Invented  Inquifirion  be  not  rcduc'd  by 
feme  Publick  Declaration,  tp  make  the  Subjefts  lit  eafy  in  the  PofTcf- 
fionof  their  Eftates? 

Art,  IX.  The  Plotters  will  appear  ftill  more  vifible  in  their  N;j- 
live  Colours  ;  no  Skreen  can  now  ihelter  them.  When  they  had  Car- 
ry'd  oiF  my  Tenant's  Goods,  as  the  firft  Prize,  and  niadc  their  fccond 
ieizure  upon  me,  and  run  away  \yith  my  EfFcfti  alfo,  to  a  great  value  ; 
the  Gentlemen  came  again,  the  very  next  Day  for  a  third  Booty ,  ex- 
pefting  (as  is  fuppos'd)  that  I  was  gone  in  fearch  after  them,  or  to  make 
my  Complaint  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury,of  the  inhumane  Aft:  Buj; 
J  was  then  at  hom«,  and  conceal'd  my  feif  for  fome  time,  to  be  in- 
formed by  my  Servants,  what  they  faid  and  how  they  proceeded  in  their 
ftrange  Work.  When  they  had  begun  their  Labour  with  great  Heat, 
and  were  enter M  to  Compfas  my  utter  Ruin  ;  I  went  out,  and  as  ic 
happened,  heard  them  name  every  particular  Piece  of  my  fix'd  Utenfils^ 
they  had  before  left  ihnding,  and  then  intended  to  tear  up,  and  carry 
away  at  that  time;  I  keep  the  f  ventory  upon  the  File:  I'll  now  ap- 
peal to  the  Colle8-ive  Bodyof  the  Nation,  that  had  I  no  other  Article 
but  this  fingle  one,  to  prove  ^gairft  the  Commidioners,  whether  it  is 
to  be  tolerated  in  any  Govtr  tment.  For  they  juftify'd  the  Aft,  and 
peremptorily  refus'd  to  make  rhe  leaft  Reftitution,  r^o  Subjeft  can  cn- 
tiure  this  fort  of  OpprelTlon. 

If  the  Miniftcry  are  filent  in  this  aiFair,  till  the  Parliament  meets, T 
feall  yield  "o  char  Scvcrery  and  refifl:  no  further,  only  try,  Whether  there 
1%  2ini.nglijh'man  in  this  Nation,  that  will  not  voluntarily  Subfcribe 
fomething  to  this  Traft,  towards  rhe  repairing  of  my  Lofs  by  the  Ex- 
cife-Inquififion.  It  is  interwoven  in  my  Nature,  t»  fpeak  thus  freely 
m  a  Point  that  gives  every  man  Jealoufy,  when  he  fees  fuch  a  vifiblc 
Violation  commiiced.    My  Goods  are  ftill  kept  frorp  me,  and  my  E- 
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ftatc  lyes  yet  Waft,  not  as  a  Place  where  the  Kings  Officer's  tis'd  t«f 
make  a  Dillrefs ;  buc  likeaHoufe  DemoJilhM  by  a  Mob,  or  miferably 
dammag'd  by  Fire. 

**  Here  1  Qiall  enter  a  Remark  of  what  Equity  wa^  obferv'd  in 
'*  Government,  in  the  moft  early  Ages  of  the  World  :  A  Native  of 
**  Egypt  between  the  City  oi Memphis  and  the  River  N//^,  was  baniih'd 
**  that  Land  by  the  King's  exprcfs  Decree,  only  for  giving  his  Vote  to 
*^  eleO:  a  Perion  Ruler  of  a  Province,  who  hadcxaftcd  Impoils  from  aa 
**  Egyptian  Peafant  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  the  Srace.  i  bring  in  this. 
A£t  for  it's  great  Antiquity,  to  convince  the  People,  hew  neccllary  ic 
is  to  inflift  tcvcre  Punilhnienc  even  upon  thofe  that  only  Plead  in  dc- 
fence  of  an  Arbitrary  Lawgiver. 

y^rt.  X.  This  Article  requires  particular  Notice :  When  theft  de- 
fperate  Proceedings  of  the  Officers,  in  both  the  Days- Work  were  laid 
before  the  Commiflioners  at  their  Board  :  I  here  declare  it  folemniy^ 
That  the  faid  Commiflioners  did  but  mock  at  my  Complainc,  and  jeit 
upon  my  Calamity:  particularly  Mr.  Tswnfend:  When  I  told  thac 
Gentleman,  I  would  Print  my  Cafe,  and  do  my  felf  and  the  Sub* 
jeftjuftice;  he  laugh'd  out  right,  and  raid>  Hah!  hajt  I  then  you  H  turn 
Bookjeileri  a  wife  Sentence  for  a  Lawgiver.  1  rchcaile  it,  thac  no  Alan 
for  the  future,  may  be  rifled  of  his  Eortune ;  and  when  he  demands^ 
Relief,  be  fent  away  with  a  iJanrcr  to  beg  his  Bread ;  So  long  as  1  fee 
my  Enemy  Reign  thus  in  Power,  to  do  me  mifchief,  and  at  liberty  te» 
deftroy  others  at  Will;  I  Ihall  write  to  put  the  King,  the  Parliament 
and  the  Miniftery  in  mind  of  this  inglorious  Aft  :  fuch  Pieces  openly 
Publiih'd  and  handed  about  the  Nation,  will  effcaually  keep  an  arbi* 
trary  fway  out  of  the  private  Confulcs  of  the  Crown-Officers,  and  main* 
tain  to  the  whole  Lcgiflature,  the  Honour  due  to  them  as  the  true 
Defenders  of  Liberty  and  Property. 

My  Thoughts  are,  that  no  Briton  will  give  in  his  Vote  to  defend  an 
A9:  that  thus  impedes  the  free  execution  of  Gevernmenr.  Every  one 
cxpefts  to  enjoy  his  own,  without  being  Tenant  at  Pleafure  to  any 
new  Arbitrary  Law-givers.  Property  is  the  Kingdom'sRegcnt-Star  ;  it  is 
to  fecurc  andfave  [he  Subjeft  from  the  Injuries  and  Attempts  of  the 
Violent. 

y^rt.  XL  As  the  matters  now  In  difpute  are  not  Trifles,  I  can*t  o- 
mit  one  thing,  becaufe  'tis  a  Material  Head  :  Two  Months  before  the 
Judgment  was  executed  upon  me,  a  Gentleman  is  ready  to  tcftify,  he 
defir'd  one  of  the  Commiflioners  to  take  care  of  Mr  Smith  my  Tenant, 
and  to  fecure  the  King's  Tax  from  him  ;  he  being  the  only  Perfon  from 
whom  it  was  payable  :  But  this  timely  notice  avail'd  nothing,  I  was  the 
Man  pointed  at  to  pay  the  Score  a  Hundred-Fold;  chat  I  might  be 
fent  like  our  firft  Parent  Ad^yn^  to  wander  about  upon  the  Mountains,  to 
feek  forSubfiftancc  among  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Den:,_  co  l.i  .fjci  i^y  ^hc 
Ravens  of  the  Air,  a  Mdintenance  only  for  Hermits  of  a  Stedfafl:  Faith, 

Art.  XIL  Upon  the  finl  notice  I  received  at  London,  that  the  Officers 
of  the  Crown  in  my  abfence  had  feiz'd  and  deftroy'd  the  grcatcftparc 
ofmy  Eftate  for  another  Man's  Dcot,  of  One  Pound,  Sixteen  Shil- 
lings) Eleven  Pence,  Three  Farrhings  ;  1  immediately  (even  before  I 
came  Home)  went  to  Sir  Marmaoiuke  14^/vdl  one  of  the  Commiflioners, 
and  acquainted  him  with  the  Afl'air  :  i  entreated  his  Honour  only  to 
give  his  Let&er,  that  my  Goods,  (if  not  carry 'd  oif  before  my  Arrival) 
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Ihould  not  be  removed  from  the  Premifes,  till  the  matter  came  to  be 
heard  the  next  Morning,  before  the  Board  ;  bun  that  leafonable  Rc- 
queft  was  deny'd.  Had  the  favour  been  granted,  the  inglorious  Aft 
of  the  fecond  Day's  feizure  would  have  been  prevented ;  but  rhc  In- 
tention was  to  devour  me,  and  to  get  my  Subftance  into  pofleffion.  I 
fliail  add  what  anIngeniousPainter  thought  fie  to  draw  out  in  a  Square 
of  Canvas  t  *'  At  Grand  Cairo  in  Egypt^  in  one  of  the  Old  Palaces, 
**  there  was  reprefented  in  an  Hiftory- Piece,  a  Bajfa  or  y^ga  ofthej^- 
"  nifaries  courting  a  poor  young  Virgin  ;  One  of  the  Labels  fet  about 
"  the  Figures,  y^diS  The  heamiful  Maid  refused  to  comply  with  his  Requsji  , 
*^  upon  account  that  he  had  obtain  d  his  Riches^  by  racking  the  People  in  col" 
"  le^ing  the  Piihlick  Taxes '.  Tho'  this  Picture  fhould  only  be  the  pro- 
duft  of  the  Painter's  Fancy  ;  yet  the  Moral  of  it  may  ferve  to  fhew  by 
way  of  Emblem,  the  averfion  all  Subjects  ought  to  have  againft  the  hti 
of  Ufurpatidn,  whether  uader  the  Adminiftration  of  Believers  or  In- 
fidels. 

y^rt.  XIlI.  After  1  liad  feen  an  end  of  the  two  Days  Work  per- 
formed  by  the  Crown  Officers,  I  was  refolv'd  to  make  all  things  clear 
upon  my  account,  and  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Commiflio- 
nersto  Plead  a  Word  of  Truth  to  the  Miniftery  in  their  own  defence* 
As  to  the  Queftion,  Whether  the  Eftate  was  mine  or  Mr.  Smithes  ?  £ 
carry'dmy  Writings  to  the  Board  of  Commiffioaers  to  fliew  them  the 
real  Title  I  bad  to  my  Eftate  :  But  that  D^ti.  was  not  look'd  upon  of 
any  value,  nor  could  prevail  to  obtain  any  Favour. 

I'll  deliver  in  the  Senfe  of  a  Britijl)  Senator,  fpoke  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  :  "  So  ]oDg  (faid  he)  as  any  one  Arbitrary  Aft  goes  oiF 
**  without  the  notice  of  the  Adminiftration,  fo  long  the  whole  Con- 
'^  ftitution  isfufpended,  or  at  leaft  at  the  inercyof  thofe  who  arearm'd 
**  with  Power. 

I  believe  every  Member  of  Parliament  will  ftand  lip,  and  give  In  the 
fame  Vote;  Itisno  Party-Debate,  nor  can  make  a  Divifion  in  either 
Houfe  ;  all  are  for  Liberty  and  Property.  A.s  to  the  reafon  why  I  in- 
fift:  fo  long  on  this  particular  Head  ;  it  is  the  great  Zeal  I  bear  to  his 
mofl:  excellent  Majefty,  as  believing  th^t  His  Sacred  Pcrfon  is  altoge- 
ther unacquainted  with  this  Affair. 

j^ft.  XIV.  Were  not  the  Work  I  am  now  upon  very  weigfity  and 
what  calls  for  a  fedate  Dlfcourfs  ;  I  ihould  entertain  the  Reader  with 
a  kind  of  Riddles  difficult  to  be  known  or  undejftood  :  However,  fome 
few  of  the  moft  ferious  of  the  Debates  of  the  Commiflioners  and  theif 
Agents  fiiali  be  now  crowded  in. 

One  of  thofe  new  Law-givers  order'd  a  Letter  to  be  writ  to  me: 
The  chief  Conteat:;  of  the  Eplftle  treat  of  Tendernefs  ;  and  the  Au- 
thor of  it  fays,  ''  The  Will  of  the  Honourable  Commiffioners  is,  that 
**  I  (hould  hive  the  return  of  the  Over-plus  of  the  Money  my  Goods 
"  were  fold  for.  Hypocrlfy  us'd  to  be  counted  an  AQ:  that  devours 
Widows  Houfes  ;  here  is  an  Evaiioa  to  deceive  a  Sub/eft  with  a  bare 
Face:  Fartheconfcieatious  Commiflioner  now  fpoke  of,  chang'd  his 
good  Intentions,  and  order'd  the  Over-plus  of  my  Cafti  to  be  giv^en  my 
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I  Tenant  Smii b^tlutbzi  no  more  Right  to  it,  than  he  and  the  reft  of  hi'^ 

Brethren  had  a  Title  to  vindicate  their  Officers,    in  the  open  breach  of 

Laws.     The  Pharifaical  Letter  I  received    is  fil'd  up    wiih   the    other 

I  particular   Accounts  that  came   to  my  Hands;  1  referve   them  as  Re- 

iJicks. 

vf/*r.  XV.  To  change  the  Scene,  as  they  do  in  PJays  :  Another  of 
[the  Commiffioners  gave  ic  out  as  his  profound  Opinion,  that  I  ougKc 
to  punifli  their  Officers  who  were  the  Tranrgreifors,  and  not  trouble 
them.  What  Man  living  can  tamely  fnbmit  to  this  Inil  Injunftion  ? 
By  whom  I  pray  muft  Refticution  be  made  ?  Is  it  to  be  out  of  the 
Handsof  the  Commidioners  who  received  my  Goods  and  Money  into 
their  poffeffion,  and  juftify'd  the  A61  ,  or  from  thsir  poor  Officers  that 
have  not  kept  back  one  fpell  of  the  Plunders  The  miferable  Wretch* 
es  are  at  Command  to  do  whatever  is  ordered,  be  it  good  or  evil;  or 
thcrwife  they  muft  lofe  their  daily  Bread.  I  lament  the  Dilhonour 
this  fort  of  Dealing  brings  upon  the  Government.  Their  n^gh  Repu- 
tation  ought  to  be  taken  care  of  in  particular,  left  the  common  Enemy 
lay  hold  of  fuch  an  Opportunity  to  bring  an  Qdiufn  upon  the  Coiidu6t 
of  the  prefent  juft  Adminiftration. 

y^rt,  XVL  To  begin  another  Article  :  In  the  fcquel  of  the  Contro- 
Verfy  among  the  Commiffioners,  one  of  them  thought,  that  Mr.  Smith'' s 
Malt  and  ftrong  Beer  night  have  been  accepted  to  facisfy  the  King's 
Revenues,  but  that  honeft  Motion  was  dafh'd  at  once.  Another  Com- 
miffioner  was  pleas'd  to  anfwer,  That  thofe  forts  of  Goods  were  not 
to  be  taken  as  Payment,  but  that  my  EfFc£ts  muft  anfwer  my  Tenant's 
Debts.  Thefe  are  the  Chimes  that  went  round  ;  I  my  felf,  with  feme 
of  my  Friends  were  before  the  Commiffioners  at  their  Board)  when  the 
learned  Debates  were  fet  forth  ;  we  minuted  them  dov/n  as  Ai^wsor^wi^K^'s. 
If  I  had  heard  fuch  Difcourfes  in  a  Theater,  I  fhould  have  been  migh* 
tily  diverted;  but  as  they  pafs'd  among  Arguments  of  State  Bufinefs,  t 
thought  they  were  too  light,  and  had  Something  in  them  of  the  Gaiety 
of  a  Poet,  to  entertain  an  Audience. 

Jrt,  XVIL  In  this  fort  of  Way  matters  were  carryM  on,  tho' the 
Pretences  were  too  Fine  and  Chimerical  to  be  maintain'd.  One  of  the 
Commiffioners  (in.my  Hearing)  ask'd  G^-aba?^  the  chief  Agents  Why 
he  did  not  take  Mr.  Smith's  Horfes  as  Payment  ?  He  reply'd  upon  the 
Queftion,  That  Mr.  B^mford,  the  Head  Colle£lor  for  the  County  of 
Middlcfex  bid  him  feize  upon  my  Effefts.  There  is  no  need  of  any  Re- 
flexion upon  this  Article,  more  than  a  particular  Note  on  Graham's 
Conduft,  that  expert  Tragy-Ccmedian  confcfs  d  he  was  ordered  to  ex- 
ecute the  Extent  upon  my  Eftate,  to  pay  the  King's  Revenues ;  But  he 
afted  two  ways,  fit  ft  he  took  into  Poffieffion  Smith's  Goods,  zni  imme-  . 
diately  fent  away  more  than  anfwer'd  all  Demands  that  could  be  made; 
which  was  a  publick  Breach  of  the  Precept  given  him  by  Mr.  Eajnford^ 
And  after  that  the  faid  Graham^  (when  there  was  no  Reckoning  at  all 
left  to  Pay  upon  account  of  the  Publick  Tax)  ^c\\  upon  Flundi^rlng  my 
EfFefts:  This  made  the  whole  to  be  a  dark  Story,  and  occafion'd  a  mix- 
ture of  Diftraftion  in  the  Debates.  I  compared  ic  to  the  noife  and 
confufion  of  Languages,  at  the  building  of  Bahel  ;  and  Pray'd  that  the 
Arbitrary  Proceedings  of  the  New  Law^givers  might  have  the  fame  Iffiae, 
to  the  entire  Satisfaftion  of  every  Subjett  that  values  his  own  Liberty 
and  Property, 
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Art  :\Pilf.  Let  an*  Aft  6e  of  tlic  deepcft  Dye,  I  fee  Innocence  h  gr- 
nerally  Pleaded  3  Mr.  Bamfird  being  in  Company  with  a  Gentleman  of 
my  acquaintance,  took  the  iit.dom  to  tfcli  him,  with  an  aufterc  Coun- 
tenance, T/yat  he  i  ad-  done  according  to  DirtcfionSf  and  was  fur c  he  was  fsfe^ 
Ic  is  but  real  J  u^ic,  ("  x  my  Opinion)  that  Nlr,  Bawford  ihouia  beoblig'd 
to  telJ  from  whom  he  leccivd  that  Oixginal  Oider,  which  was  capable 
to  acquit  or  defend  him  againli  the  Guilt  of  fuch  an  A^  as  Graham  the 
Officer  charg'd  him  with  before^  the  Hoaourablc  Commiflioners'and  in 
my  prefence. 

I  obferv'd  thatamonga:!!  th*  Difputcs  and  Queries  that  pafi'd  at  their 
Board  upon  this  Occafion  ;  neither  any  of  the  New  Lawgivers  nor  Gra- 
ham  fpoke  one  Word  of  the  great  quantity  of  Hops,  he  the  faid  Graham 
had  fixt  the  Broad  Arrow  upon,  and  fent  thfem  away  by  his  own  Order, 
before  my  Effate  was  ranfack'd,.  and  myGoodi  carry  d  off  the  Premifles, 
AsCat  the  writing  of  the  firft  Paper)  I  was  ignorant  of  that  momentous 
Point,  which  very  much  aggravates  all  the  Proceedings;  a'ferenc  Si- 
kjKC  wasoblerv'd  on  all  fides :  It  was  by  meet  Accident  that  this  materi- 
al part  of  the  Story  cametomy  Ear  f  Sincemany  things  on  that  fcorc  are* 
yet  kept  private  that  1  kiiow  nothing.of 

But  here  IhaJJ  be  fct  down  a  nice  Memora)tduffi  -,  it  is  v^orth*  notices 
When  Graham  found  that  the  fending  away  three  Bags  and'  a  half  of 
Hops,  (that  clcar*d  all  Accounts)  wasdifcover'd  ;  ^nd  that  thereby  the 
Commidioners  might  lofe  their  PJaces,if  it  fliou Id  Come  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Govermenr ;  he  return'd  toMr.  S'mith  my  Tenant  all  his  faid  Hops- 
again,  and  Pleaded  he  did  it  only  to  prevent  his  Creditors  from  feizing 
on  them. 

This  A^^  ought  to  be  regiftcr'd  upon  the  Rol  of  Infamy  ;  fer  it  cannot 
bePreftdenfed  inany  of  the  Books  that  treat  of  the  Affairsof  Government. 
Was  it  <Jver  known  in  any  Nation  tharCommifiloncrs  acting  in  the  Name 
of  their  So^^^rarign  feiz*d  and  carry'd  ofFfor  the  King'sRevcnues,  thcGoods^ 
of  the  Perfon  thj?t»w  d  the  Money,  which  were  Sufficient  to  anfwcr  all' 
Demands  ;  and  then  p*  ocecded  to  deftroy  the  PofTeflions  of  a  Stranger, for 
the  fame  Debt?  And  afrer wards  in  hopes  to  fave  them  from  exemplary 
Punifhment  or  Di%race,  deliver'd  back  thofe  very  Effefts  taken  from  the 
real  Debtor,  and  Sold  the  Stranger's  Goods  to  fatisfy  the  faid  Debt  ?  If 
this Aftion  is  to  pafs  off  with  Irnp^nity  v  then  I  cannot  but  pcrfwadc  my 
felf,  that  every  Man  of  Principle  will  contribute  towards  repairing  this 
my  uncxpefted  Lofs,  when  I  wait  upon  him  for  his  Subfcription. 

j^rt.  XIX  To  go  on  with  the  Rdation  :  Mr.  Lawb  the  Office-Keepcr 
at  St.  7o»*// being  one  concern  din  the  firft  Day  s  Work,  Pleading  in  de- 
fence of  the  Crime,  told  me,  **^Thc  King  was  fufficicnt  to  acquit  them 
**  againft  any  Subjeft  that  Ihou^d  offer  to  begin  a  Profecution  for  what  ha(i 
**  been  afted  by  Order  of  the  CommilTioners. 

It  otnnot  be  thought  but  tfeat  fome  private  Aflurances  muft  have  been 
given,  to  proted  thefe  Men  throughout  all  the  Changes  of  t?he  confufed 
Defigns;  yet  it  is  daring  to  bring.in  the  Soveraign  ascng^g*d  to  Vindi« 
sate  their  Rapine  and  Violence. 

^rt.  XX.  Now  that  the  Plot  may  be  memorable,  and  fo  fliew  that  fucb 
a  private  Contrivance  was  never  laid  ab  antiqua ;  here's  an  account  of  the 
difci  iburioa  of  fome  pai  t  of  the  Calh  rais'd  out  of  the  Sale  of  my  Goods : 
It  was  divided  intoLots  orShares  j.SomegreatPri^es  fomeSmall.The  fiift 
Lot  was  Twenty  Pounds,  that  was  &ivcn  wmy  T«nant  ^w/rA,  to  rc-cm-» 
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^urfc  htm  of  the  Cimc  Sum  he  had  formerly , paid  to  difchargc  his  own 
Debt  due  to  the  King  ;  this  Gencrofiiy  in  the  Plotters,  was  a  great  Rc- 
fpeft  fliew'd  to  S7ns(h.  The  Donative  is  like  the  common  Pradicc  us*d 
in  the  Twilight  in  the  Stiects  of  Lon((onj  **  There  it  frequently  happei]$ 
**  that  one  Ruffian  takes  a  Prize  from  the  Owner,  and  hands  if  olx' 
"  to  another  of  hisownTribe  ;  an  old  Way  of  ChaiFcring  among  Crimi- 
nals but  a  New  Trade  taken  up  by  Men  ifttrufted  to  Colktt  in  the 
Publick  Taxes^ 

^rr.  XXI.  The  Second  let  wasithe  Sum  of  Twenty  two  Pounds 
^wo  Shillings  Xleven  P<?n,ce  Three  rparthings.  This  was  taken  out  of 
myS^rtk,  and  paid  into  >chc£xchcquer,  to  fecure  a  Debt  of  5w;r^s that 
was  HOC  due  rill  the  expiration  of  J^'ourt^en  >Days.  Thii  is  a  Myftery 
ivirhin  t  Myftery  ;  I  can'r.buc  hint  at  it,  becaulc  it  may  be  very  inju- 
rious to  our  Excellent  Conftitution  ro  conccai  it:  Sure  there  mull:  be 
Ibmc  Gratification  for  fuch  .generous  QiFerings,  pick'd  our  of  another 
Mari'jS  Pocket rto  frt  a  Crown-Debcor  at  Ltberry.  This  Proccedlnf^ 
feems  to-fiicw  (as-was  before. mentioned)  rhar  Sviich  and  fhe  New  Law^ 
fivers  Agents  had  laid  a  ^Scheme  togerher,  how  to  letrJe  all  thefc  Prp- 
Jiminaries.:  tFor  amongthcm  they  made  fuch  clrar  Work  upon  my  jp. 
^ftare,  th^t  fhey  di^^  not  leave  to  fhe  value  oi  Su-.pence  iipon4r.y  Pie- 
jnifles  of  any  fort  of  Goods  or  EfF^fts  wha^focvttr  ;  Jivhi(?h  f  /et  up  at 
my  own  proper-Coft  and  Charge.  The  Town  is  already  fenfible  of  my 
Grievance,  as  to  this  intollerabfe  Quttagc.  Tjie  fecrer  Contriv^ance  was 
thus:  The  Piotr^ers  ;Xame  the  fegpnd  Da^y  and  demanded  ail  the 
fix'd  Utcnfils  they  had  left  behind  them  the  Evening  before;  and  they 
being  betray'd  b^y  one  of,Cheir  r^wn  Gang,  were  forc'd  fo.  fly  wife 
great  Precipitation.  Then  tlieir  dear  Friend  NLr.  Smith  with  a  ftrong 
Body  of  Referve,  came  unexpcfledly,;  and  took  away  rhe  Fragments 
fheCommiflionersAgents  wcr«rd|fappointcdof  in  their  beiimdetefte^. 

y/Kf.  XXTT.  Now  to  return  to  ^he  Account  of  rhe  difh-iburion  of 
tiiy-Calh:  The  third  Lot  went  t©  pay  Graham  rhe  In'jhwMri's  AftJ- 
^ants  for  the  two  Da.ys  hard  VVorkin  committing  HoftiJities  upon  my 
Premiflcs,  and  carrying  away  a  great^Cargqe  of  my  valuable  EiFccis  ; 
This  (hare  or  portion  of  Money,  the  Plotters/ay,  is  their  Right,  earned 
by  thcfwear  of  their  Brows,  and  at  the  fiskof  their  Lives,  if  a  Force 
had  come  in,  and  ovcr-power*d  them  in  the'ha;ia^rji^ous  Attempt. 

:^rt.  XX!!L  The  fourth  Loc  was  to  difcharge  the  Hire  of  the  Drays 
/and  Carts  that  carry'^d  my  Goods  backwards  and 'forwards  from  H^fnp^ 
fiodio  nigh'g^te^  and  from  High-gate  to  london,  as  Trophies  of  Honour 
taken  by  Spoil  ^What-^Eclips'd  tlie  Solemnity. of  ihat  Ceremony,  was 
driving  the  Teams  with  too  much  hafte,  as  if  every  Tree'had  beep  a 
Conftable  with  a  Warrant,  to  fcl^ze  upon  the  vile  Criminals  in  cheir 
Retreat.  Without  this  and  other  fuch  like  exorbitant  Proceedings  the 
New  Secret  Extent  Arbitrary  Law,  would  not  have  been  a  Tragu 
Comedy,afs  it  really  was:  Ther«  is  matter  of  Sadncfs  and  matter  of  Mirth, 
in  almoft  all  the  Intrigues  of  die  King's  Officers  from  the  Head  %o 
the  Foot. 

It  is  no  Romance,  my  EfFefls  were  hurry'd  away,  end  fhiftcd  from 
Place  to  Place  .  So  it  is  when  Houfcs  are  broke  open,  and  before  rire 
Felons  have  recovered  rhcnifclves  of  their  firft'Corifternarion,  upon  go- 
ing off  with  the  Booty.  Horrour  will  fometimes  zt  (udil^a  Surprizes 
fcixe  the  Spirits  of  the  moft  defpcratc  and  harden *d  Wretch  rh;?t 
'breaths,  or  lives  upon  the  Earth.  D  z  '  Art* 
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^'^rt.  XXIV.  The  fifth  Lot  was  to  clear  oiF  the  Appraifers  that  were 
f^nt  to  and  fip,  to  Jet  an  exa6l  Value  upon  my  EiFeds,  iniiead  of 
Smith^^,  This  Portion  of  Money  was  entirely  thrown  away  ;  there 
was  no  need  to  appraife  Goods  that  were  ftole,  and  to  be  fold  at  any 
Price  rather  than  fail  ;  that  Point  will  come  into  Plea  prefentjy.  Thus 
Mtn  wiii  aci,  tho'  ireven  rends  to  their  own  Overtlirow  ;  and  cxpofes 
their  buperiourstothe  Cenfure  of  the  whole  Nation. 

jru  XXV.  The  fixtb  Lot  was  to  pay  the  Coftsof  the  Information, 
tho'  'twas  laid  againft  Smlch^  and  not  in  my  Name.  But  thefe  Out- 
rages mull  be,  where  Arbitiary  Laws  are  Enabled  in  private  Cabals, 
not  by  the  Command  of  the  Stare.  *'  At  Jgra^  in  the  Dominions  of 
*-'  the  Great  Mogul,  in  a  fpacious  Hall  belonging  to  one  of  the  Sons  of 
^-  the  late  Emperor  jureng  Zeh,  a  Hiftcry-Piece  is  curioully  fet  ou£ 
*^  on  the  Cieling,  in  which  is  reprefented  a  Company  of  inferiour  Offi- 
"  cers,  corduhing  how  to  extort  Money  from  the  Subje6V,  without 
*'  the  Knov^  ledge  of  the  moil  High  Emperor,  or  his  Miniftery.  Bei» 
*^'  hina  the  upper  Part  of  the  Table,  where  the  Prefident  of  the  Council 
**  fits,  there  is  Painted  a  Legion  of  Evil  Spirits  employed  in  Signing 
'*  and  giving  out  CommliTions  and  Warrants  to  ad  by  the  Authority 
"  and  Power  of  the  Prince  of  Darknefs. ''  l*il  make  no  Reflexions 
upon  ihisCuriority,  but  leave  that  to  be  done  by  the  Judgment  of  the 
Inuenious. 

^Jrt.  XXVL  The  feventh  Lot  paid  out  of  my  Cafh,  was  about 
Thirty  HalF-Crowns,  to  difcharge  the  Man  that  was  hir'd  to  watch 
my  'jood:,  that  they  Siould  not  he  Hole  away,  before  the  Plotters 
came  to  make  the  total  Devaflarion.  I  have  perus'd  the  Laws  and 
Cuitoms  of  many  Kingdoms  and  States;  but  can't  remember  I  ever 
x^Ad  that  fuch  Ufarpation  went  c^^i  unpunifli'd,  fo  long  as  this  A£t 
has  done,  after  due  Application  to  the  Higher  Powers  for  Relief. 

Art,  Xy^\^ll'  The  eigh'h  Lot  was  given  to  the  Conftable  of  H/^/j- 
oat.,  "toi  hiS  Attendance,  tho' he  bctray'd  the  whole  Plot,  and  dechr'd 
by  his  Confcilion,  the  entire  Gang  to  be  a  Company  of  vile  Robbers, 
ftealing  in  the  Fung's  Name.  Nor  did  th^  faid  Peace-O.T:cer,  (for  his 
Reward)  fomuch  ^s  own,  that  he  ever  faw  any  Commiiiion  or  War- 
rant to  aothoiize  hirnfelf,  or  any  other  Perfon  in  the  Proceedings  :  If 
he  had,  certainly  the  Man,  (for  his  Share  of  the  C^Hi)  might  have  been 
fo  honcil:  as  to  do  his  Mafters  fuch  an  extr%  rdinary  Piece  of  Service, 
ar  fo  fcafooablea  Time  of  their  greateft  Extremity  :  Since  the  fecond 
Day's  Workoi'  the  Plotters  (tho'  they  were  deteded)  is  counted 
much  more  infamoMS  than  the  finl:  Seizure  they  made  upon  my  Eftate, 
attcr  they  h^d  diftraind  my  Tenant  STi.iiJo^  Goods,  and  fent  them 
away  by  their  Order  and  Direaicn,  which  fully  anfwer'd  all  Debts 
and  Demands  then  due,  or  becoming  payable  to  the  Crown. 

Art  XXVIll  Ihe  ninth  Lot  was  order'd  to  be  referv'd  in  Bank, 
as  Over- plus  ?vIoney,  to  be  given  Air.  S7}7ith  or  any  other  Pcrfcn, 
whom  the  Shavers  of  the  Spoils  (liould  think  fit  to  beftow  it  on  ;  either 
for  fjppcitiiJg  their  o^vn  Characters,  or  to  anfwer  fome  other  By  end. 
If  tins  rreatift:  has  il.e  fortune  to  be  conveyed  into  diftant  Parts  be- 
yor:d  the  Se^s,  (as  'tis  u.ppos'd  it  may)  v.'hat  will  the  SubjeCb  of  other 
KiiiiKicn-.s  and  States  fay  to  rhis  AcccL^nr  oi  the  Condu£l  of  the  Englijh 
Excife-CornmiiTi'^':*^' s,  in  dividirg  anod^cr  Man's  Monty  into  Lots  or 
Shares  to  pay  ofrto-ir  own  Ciih  of  Charges,  u  Men  they  hir'd  to  obey 
their  unjufl:  CoQ.marJs.  u^rf 
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Art.  XXIX.  This  Article  compar'd  with  the  next,  will  give  the 
Gentlemen  Fame  :  They  Ibid  the  whole  Booty  of  my  Goods  they 
carry'd  away,  for  lefs  Money  by  Eight  Pounds,  than  what  one  Piece 
of  Copper  coft  atfccond  Hand  ;  cho'che  Price  of  rhar  Metal  is  lb  much 
advanced  by  the  Breach  with  Sweden.  The  other  EfFefts  were  all  given 
in,  to  make  it  a  good  Bargain  to  the  Purchafer  ;  I  can  produce  the 
Copper-Smith  and  other  Perfons  to  prove  this  Faft. 

^Jrt.  XXX.  Here's  an  Article  that  requires  Attention  ;  it  will  live 
when  the  Aftors  are  dead.  Mr.  Broa^w,  the  City  Cryer,  has  informed 
me  of  a  particular  Order  he  receiv'd  from  the  Commiflioners  Officers  : 
I  have  a  Certificate  under  his  Hand,  to  vouch  the  Truth  of  it  :  The  faid 
Order  was  to  proclaim  the  Sale  of  my  Goods  at  Three  Common  Mar- 
kets, which  was  accordingly  obey'd.  To  (hew  that  this  A^tmuft  have 
a  Defign  of  Mifchief,  it  was  fecretly  contrived  and  agreed  upon  fcveral 
Days  before,  That  Mr«  Smith  my  Tenant  ftiould  be  the  fortunate  Maa 
to  purchafe  that  great  Pennyworth  :  And  the  better  to  inable  the  faid 
Smith  to  do  it,  the  Commiflioners  or  their  Agents  gave  him  in  Money, 
and  acquitted  him  of  Debts  out  of  my  Cafh,  to  the  Summ  of  Forty 
Three  Pounds,  Eighteen  Shillings,  Eleven  Pence  Half-Penny.  The 
above  named  Mr.  firou^w  affirms,  That  he  over-heard  one  of  the  faid 
Commiflioners  Officers  confcfs,  that  he  had  private  Iveafons  for  having 
the  Goods  Cry'd  at  Three  Common  Markets.  Thefe  fecret  Intrigues 
thus  happily  difcover'd,  fufficiently  expofc  the  Vilenefs  of  th^i^  whole 
Proceedings. 

It  is  the  Judgment  of  the  Learned  in  the  Law,  Thar  the  Reafon  of 
their  making  fuch  a  Publick  Proclamation  of  the  Sale  of  my  Goods, 
was  either  with  an  Intent  to  efcape  being  conviflted  as  Felons,  or  to 
incenfe  the  Nation  againft  their  Soveraign,  by  telling  the  Town  and 
Country,  That  the  Goods  taken  away  from  the  Subjc^l-,  without  Au- 
thority of  any  Statute-Law,  were  to  be  fold  by  the  CommifliGners 
that  aft  under  the  Crown.  The  Ciry-Cryer  declares  he  never  had  any 
Prefident  of  the  like  Nature,  fince  he  came  into  his  Office.  It  is 
evident  there  was  no  Occafion  to  call  out  in  the  Streets  o^  London y  for 
Chapmen  to  purchafe  fo  good  a  Bargain  :  Copper  is  ready  Money  at 
all  Times,  even  to  its  full  Value.  But'cis  certain  there  can  never  want 
Buyers,  when  it  is  fold  at  an  Under-Ratc,  and  Cart- Loads  cf  other 
Goods  thrown  in  over  and  above,  as  a  Free  Gift,  Such  as  defireir,  may 
be  further  fatisfy'd  at  Mr.  BrcWs  Houfe  in  Fore-Street,  by  Londort-lVall  ^ 
there  they  may  fee  rhe  Commiflloners-Officers  Order  enter'd  in  his 
common  Diary,  dated  Af^r^r/?  17,  1717.18.  The  next  and  lafl:  Article, 
will  make  but  a  poor  Appearance  in  behalf  of  the  Commiffioners,  tho* 
it  reprefents  them  as  Men  willjngto  make  all  Accounts  even. 

Art.  XXXL  On  Mayxh^  third  Jaft,  \  receiv'd  a  Letter,  (which  I 
can  produce)  from  Mr.  Bamfvrd  the  Commiffioners  Head  Colleftor  for 
the  County  of  MJddlefcx,  with  an  Offer  to  pay  me  about  Nine  Shillings 
percent,  for  TwoThoufmd  One  Hundred  Pounds  ;  which  is  the  Summ 
1  ihall  lofe,  if  my  demoliflied  PremifTes  are  not  put  into  their  Original 
Order,  by  the  Subfcriptions  I  am  now  to  make  for  this  Treatife.^ 
'Tis.  a  very  remarkable  Propofal,  to  patch  up  an  Accor.rt  of  io 
great  Concern  ,  a  cheap  way  of  Trafficking  in  the  World  Be- 
fides,  I  nave  forne  Jealoufy  that  the  Money  offei'd  me,  was  the  ninth 
Lot  taken  out  cf  my  own  Bank  ;    which  if  ic  be,  aggravates  the  Cafe 
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tnd  makes  it  far  worfe  on  the  Side  of  the  Commiflioners.-  And  indeed^ 
I  have  lb  me  Sufpicion  to  lead  me  into  that  Faith;  becaiife  Mr.  B^mford. 
inhisEpjftle,  which  (Ifuppofe)  was  fenc  by  Order  of  the  Commifli- 
oncrs,  tells  me,  *'  If  I  belic/c  my  felf  intiticd  to  the  Ca(h.^  and  do  but 
*  direfl:  two  Lines  to  Mr.  L<»w^'s  Coffee  Houfe  at  St.  Jmes's  Gate, 
''  when  I  intemd  to  call  for  it,  he  will  be  in  the  way  ;  but  defircs  ic 
*^  may  be  the  Week  following  "  So  it  fecms  Haftc  was  requir'd  to  fini(h 
the  Bulincfs,  That  he  mi^ht  give  Notice  to  the  Publick,  Satisfaction 
was  made  for  my  Lofs  and  Damage,  and  that  I  had  given  a  Receipt  to 
the  Commiffioners  in  full  of  all  Demands  for  ibe  Plunder  commitccd  up- 
cn  my  PofTtirions. 

This  Letter  was  (hewn  to  fome  Judicious  Perfonsi  They  agreed 
that  I  fiaould  Publifii  it,  and  (hew  my  utmoft  Contempt  of  fuch  a 
pitiful  Compofuion  ;  fuppofin^  the  Money  offcr'd  was  tlie  CommiHi* 
oners,  or  Mr.  BumforcCs  own  Ca^b.  However^  I  was  fo  obliging  to 
them,  that  I  returned  a  Verbal  Anfwer  by  Mr.  Lamb  the  Office-Keeper: 
1  bid  him  give  my  jnofth^imble  Service  to  the  Honourable  CommilTI^ 
oners,  and  to  the  worthy  Mr.  Banjford^  and  tell  them,  if  I  was  IntitJcd^ 
to  any  Part  of  the  Money,  I  had  a  Juft  Right  to  the  whole,  and  would 
not  come  to  Treat  on  any  other  Terms,  but  full  Sacufaiiion  upon 
4II  Accounts. 

I  thought  it  my  Duty  to  give  in  this  poficive  Anfwer  to  maintaiQ 
tfhe  Dignity  of  the  Kingdom:  The  (Jrown  is  not  under  any  mp- 
ct,K\ty  to  make  fuch  a  diflionourable  Compofition  with  a  SubjeS^  as  an 
undone  Bankrupt  would  blufii  to  offer  his  Creditors. 

Her€  ends  the  Black  Lift  of  3 1  Articles. 

This  Cenfure  I  may  venture  to  put  upon  the  whole  Tragical  Scen^, 
That  the  demolition  of  my  Eftare,  and  the  dividing  my  Money  into 
Lots,  is  fome  r^femblancc  ot  the  Overthrow  of  th^  Cities  of  Carthage 
2nd  Jerujalimr^  both  fell  by  Treachery  and  the  breach  of  Laws;  fo  it  is 
^ver,  and  ever  will  be,  where  'tis  not  tiih  fa(hion  for  Men  to  value 
^hemfelves  upon  the  account  .of  Truth  ;  or  when  'tis  looVd  upon  as  if 
k  were  Charity  to  be  Cruel,  and  a  Vertuc  to  deceive  by  cunning 
Stratagems. 

There's  one  myfterious  Intrigue  more  to  come  now  upon  the  Stage.: 
AMiniflerof  my  acquaintance  having  told  a  Perfon  that  belongs  to 
theExcife,  I  defign'd'to  Publiih  a  Piece  about  the  illegal  Proceedings 
of  the  CommiiTioneis,  which  would  awaken  the  Nation;  this  Report 
(as  it  is  fuppos'd)  fent  an  unknov/n  Gcntieman  to  me  on  the  ^7th  Da^ 
of  j^^gufi  laft,  in  order  to  make  up. (as  ke  pretended)  this  great  Affair 
that  I  fo  much  Complain  of;  He  pr^opos'd  to  give  me,  One  Hundred 
and  Fifty  Pounds  :  But  I  refused  to  treat  with  the  faid  Gentleman  ; 
becanfe  he  would  not  tell  me  his  Name^  and  who  employ  d  him  to 
inake  that  Offer,  which  fo  much  exceeded  the  former  Propofals;:  Ke 
anirmd,  it  was  a  Generous  Gift  of  fome  pwvate  Perfons,  unknown  to 
the  Commiffioners  ;  and  they  did  it,  tharthe  Publrck  migat.be  no  more 
Troubled  with  my  Complaints.  I  would  have  received  the  Calh  as  an 
Atl:  of  Charity  (as  he  term*dit^  but  there  he  flopt  and  faid,  I  muftgive 
■AT  the  Receipt  of  the  Money,  a  General  Difcharge  to  the  Commiflioners 
■^rtd   ih:ir  Oir'cefs,  as  full  Sarisfa'Slion  for   all  Uiima^^^  dpne  to  my 
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Eftatc,  A//rffi  nth  and  latfi,  1^17-18.  I  told  the  Gentleman,  ifJ  did  thar; 
he  muft  bring-iie  a  much  largerSum  ;  for  it  Ihould  never  he  faid  that  my 
Eftatc  was  dcilroy'd  againft  Law,  and  that  I  afterwards  cornplyM  with 
a  Propofal  made  in  the  dark,  of  a  Sum  not  near  the  Value  of  what  Da- 
n-rage  I  had  fuftain'd ;  But  in  Cafe  b^  brought  me  my  Juft  Demands,  I 
was  ready  to  Sign  what  Deeds  he  required  in  the  Names  of  any  Pcrfons^ 
he  Ihould  think  lit  to  mention.  At  thefe  Word*  the  Gcfttlcman  went 
away  infome  Heat. 

On  Sefte7nber  the  6th,  I  received  a  Letter  by  the  Penny-Poft  :  ft 
is  to  be  produced  upon  any  Occaftouj  I  fcall  here  give  every  Word, 
as  that  Original  Epiille  rums. 


S  1  Rj 

*'  "Tn  HE  Hundred  and  Fifty  Pounds  I  offered  yoti  the  17th  of  Augufi 
1  *'  laft,  is  now  made  up  Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Pounds  ;  if 
/**  you  refufi:  to  Comply  upon  thefe  Terms,  you  will  be  Crufh'd  as  the 
*f  Moth.  The  Commiflioners  are  refolv'd  to  do  themfelves  Juftice 
**  againft  your  Infults  :  They  have  no  Knowledge  of  this  matter; 
*^  were  they  to  be  apprjz'd  of  the  Propofals,  the  Gentlemen  that 
**  give  the  Money,  will  lofe  their  Favour  for  ever  :  Since  the  Com- 
•*  miflioncrs  know  that  Six- pence  is  not  your  due,  nor  would  they 
'*  give  it  to  make  you  eafy ;  however  the  Two  Hundred  and  Fifty 
**  Pounds  is  lodg'd  at  Sir  Richard  Hoars  ;  I  fliall  attend  there  on  Monday 
**  the  Fifteenth  Inftant,  at  Ten  a  Clock  in  the  Forenoon,  to  Pay  the 
•*  Money  to  you,  upon  your  giving  fuch  a  General  Difcharge  as  I  be* 
*•  fore  required  ;  then  all  Trouble  Endfc  and  you^are  out  of  Danger. 

I  am  Yours, 

7.  Price. 

1  fiiall  make  no  Comment  at  all  upon  thefe  Two  unexpcSed  Acci- 
dents, but  leave  the  Government  and  the  Colleftive  Body  of  the  Na- 
tion to  Judge,  Whether  the  Money  defign  d  to  be  Paid  me,  was  to  be 
prefented,  as  a  Noble  Aft  of  Bounty  by  Strangers ;  or  came  by  Order 
of  Gentlemen  chat  ought  in  Juftice  to  give  me  Five  Times  that 
Sum. 

I  Writ  airi  Anfwer  to  the  faid  Letter  September  i  ^th,  and  dfrefted  it  to 
Six  Richard  f/#/i/s  Sh op,  for  Mr.  Price  to  be  delivered  to  him  there  at 
Ten  a  Clotk  according  to  bis  Appointment ;  my  Epiftle  was  Verbatim 
thus. 


S  I  R, 

I  Cannot  fay  that  all  or  any  of  the  Commlffioners  AG  as  Prompters 
**  behind  the  Scenes  ;  to  Sweeten  and  Sour  me  with  Words  : 
But  it  appears  they  have  an  Agent  that  knows  their  Mind,  and  per- 
forms the  part  very  naturally :  As  for  the  Menaces  in  your  Letter, 
rhcy  put  no  Terrour  inro  me  5  I  require  ro  have  iry  Eftate  made 

''  Good 
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"  Good,  and  to  be  Paid  all  the  Rent  I  have  Loft,  I  believe  the  Publlck 
**  will  fupport  me  in  this  demand. 

*'  In  Odober  next,  I  IhalJ  prefent  to  the  Miniftery  and  the  Coramiffi- 
"  oners,  a  Printed  Treatife  of  my  Cafe.  And  if  it  is  not  the  PJcafare, 
^"  eitherof  his  Majefty'smoft  Honourable  Privy  Council,  ortheLord's  of 

the  Treafury,  to  Order  me  Reftitution  againft  the  Meeting  of  the  Par^ 
"  liament;  then  I  fliall  Petition  Gentlemen  and  Pcrfons  of  Worth,  to 
*^  Subfcribe  to  that  fmall  Trad  ;  I  hope  thofe  Colkaions  will  Anfwcr 
2  my  End,  and  put  me  out  of  Danger  from  the  Commiffioners,  who 
1^  are  (as  you  fay)  refolv'd  not  only  againft  giving    Six-pence  to   make 

me  eafy,  but,  will  Crujh  me  as  the  Mot  It.  If  is  unaccountable  that 
'^  Gentlemen  who  receive  from  the  Crown  a  Yearly  Salary  of  a  Thou- 
*|  fand  Pounds  each,  muft  firft  Ruin  a  Subjed  at  Pleafure  by  Tyranny, 
"'  and  becaufii  he  Complains,  it  fliall  be  caird  Infults  ;  and  Revenge  is  tp 
*'  be  executed  upon  him,  either  by  Sham-Aftions,  or  private  Mif- 
'  chiefs. 


1  am  Sir  J 

/5th  September'  17 18,  Tour  mofi  Humble  Servant 

Ten  in  the  Morning. 

CHARLES    POFEf^ 


Should  any  of  the  Parties  or  Particular  Perfons,  I  have  here  charged 
with  Fadt,  be  fo  far  incenfcd  as  to  do  me  a  Secret  Mifchief ;  I  have 
engag'd  my  Succeflbrs  to  purfue  the  fame  Way,  I  intend  to  take  in  Pub- 
liftiing  this  Piece  to  the  World,  to  diiperfe  the  Copies  throughout  the 
whole  Kingdom,  and  to  get  in  Subfcriptions,  till  the  Lofs  and  Damage 
I  have  Suftain'd  by  this  vile  Execution  is  made  good. 

The    SC  RUT  I  NT, 

In  the  Original  Charge  I  Printed  Jpril  iid,  I  there  required  to  have 
that  Paper  fully  Anfwerd  Paragraph  by  Paragraph,  in  the  Name  of  the 
Commiflioners.  yet  no  Plea  at  all  was  ever  given  in ;  but  this  I  can  teftify,  1 
that  it  was  induftrioufly  fpread  abroad  by  their  Officers,  that  Mr.  Bam^  [ 
ford  Was  to  doit:  The  Report  ferv'd  their  End  for  fome  Months,  to 
amufe  the  People,  as  if  all  I  had  Writ  upon  the  whole  AiBir  would  be 
proved  Libels.  Had  any  obfcure  Gentleman  been  falfly  loaded,  only 
with  one  of  thofe  firft  Articles  I  charg'd  upon  the  Commiffioners  ;  his 
Reputation  would  oblige  him  immediately  to  vindicate  himfclf  in  ^ 
Publick  manner. 

When  no  Reply  can  be  made  to  an  Impeachment,  the  old  Thread 
Hre  Evafions  are  trump'd  up  as  Excufes  ;  The  Pretence  is,  that  the 
Complainant  is  an  inferiour  Perfon,  a  Fool,  a  Lunatick  ;  or  the  charge 
is  fo  trifling,  that  it  is  not  worth  an  Anfwer  :  Thefe  kind  of  pitiful 
Shifts  will  not  do,  in  a  National  Concern,  where  the  Honour  of  the 
Government  is  Engag'd ;  that's  a  tender  Part  to  be  touch'd,  and  the 
Commiflioners  ought  to  clear  that  Point,  if  it  can  be  done.  And  I  here 
again  call  upon  them  to  Contradia  with  Truth,  what  I  have  affirmed  ' 

now 
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how  irt  thefe  New  Articles  brought  againd  tliem  :  If  chat  h 
not  done;  how  will  the  Commiflioncrs  ConduTr  S'tnin  the  Procefs 
of  their  Governmenr,  to  the  injury  of  the  whole  Conilirution  ! 

Now  comes  in  an  Article  that  may  furprize  the  Natives  of  England; 
Strangers  will  quellion  the  Truth  of  it  :  I  here  in  the  prefence  of  the 
j  World,  will  acquit  the  i  ommiflioners  of  whatever  they  have  A6ied 
r:.gainft  me,  and  own  all!  have  Writ  of  them  to  be  pure  Calumny,  if 
rhey  can  but  prove  upon  Oath,  by  any  one  Credible  Witnefs,  That  they 
had  any  Demand  or  Claim  to  make,  upon  Account  of  the  King's 
'Revenues,  or  in  any  other  Cafe  whatever,  for  any  Money  due  or 
becoming  payable,  to  the  value  of  one  Single  Penny,  either  from  me 
or  Mr.  Smith  my  Tenant,  upon  the  12th  Day  0^  March,  17  {7-18. 
When  Mr.  William  Linnin  of  Golden-Lave  near  Cripplegate  v/lrh  a  Fcace- 
Officer,  and  Three  other  Men  as  his  Affiflrants,  c^me  to  my  Koufe  ac 
Bampfted  in  the  King's  Name,  from  the  C^midioners,  and  by  Virtue 
of  their  Power,  enter'da  Second  Time,  to  deilroy  my  Eftate  ;  begun 
to  work  in  Demolifhing  it,  and  demanded  of  me  by  that  Authority, 
■b^reat  a  Quantity  of  Goods,  as  would  Load  Three  or  Four  Teams. 

should  the  Commiflioners  get  this  Affidavit  made  before  a  Matter  in 

Chancery,  fo  as  I  may  have  a  Copy  of  it  to  Print,  and  give  the  Town 

ny  Anfwer  to  the  faid  Affidavit  ;  If  i  do  not  prove  it  down  right  Per- 

ury,    then  upon  that  lifue,  I'll  put  the  Strefs  of  the  whole  Aftair,  and 

;nture  toftandorfall  by  it.  in  Sight  of  the  Government  and  the  Col- 

;  .f^lEHve   Body   of  the  Nation  :  On  the   other  fide,   fiiodd    the  Com- 

'niflioners  fail  to  do  this,  by  the  Afiiftance  of  their  Officers,  with  thac 

Wealthy  Gentleman  Mr.  Linnift  and  his  Four    Agents  ;  all  the  People 

fthe  Kingdom  muft  Vote  againft  them,  and  for  me;  other  wife  every 

tan  at  once  gives  up  his  own  Right  and  Property  by  Confent,  and  be- 

-mes  a  Slave.     Laws  are  then  at  an  End.  I  befeech  the  Britijly  Mini« 

tfery  to  Pardon  me,  if  I  bring  in  the  Duke  of  Orleans  the  now  Regent 

of  FrafjcCf  fometime  before  the  Deceafe  of  the  late  King  :  That  great 

States-Man  upon  fuch  a  Complaint  as   mine   is,  fpoke  thefe  Words : 

fays  he,  *^  Infericur  Officers  are  imploy'd  by  theSuperiour  Magifirates: 

^*  The  Magiftrates  are  chargeable  with  their  Aftions  ;  and   the  Admi- 

*  nitration  is  anfwerable  for  the  Afts  of  the  Magiftrates. 

If  the  Englilh  Government  is  theReverfe  of  this  Rule,  not  to  be  ac- 
countable for  the  Commiffioners  Proceedings,  tho' they  have  paid  good 
part  of  my   Money  into  the  Exchequer;    then  I  own  my  ftli:  to  be 
niftaken  in  the  Nature  of  our  Conftitution.     But  it  is  no  Treafon  rd 
fay,  that  lam  not  eafy  to  fee  the  King's  Officers  come  into  my  Houfe; 
take  away  my  Goods  contrary  to  Law,  Sell  them,  pay  in  the  Caffi  to 
the  Commiffioners  j  the  Commiffioners  Transfer  it  into  the  E>xheqqer4 
and  the  Government  apply  that  Money  to  Publick   Uies  ;  ^nd  when   I 
.ell  the  Truth  of  the  Sad  Story,  and  only  beg  for  the  return  of  my 
wn:  Then  to  bedeny'd  that  Requeft,  and  fenr  to  pick  up  my  Lodngs 
^here  I  can  getit,  upon  my  Publick  Petitions  from  one  good  Chriftiani 
*-o  another  :  This  I  take  to  be  fome  fort  of  hardOiip  ;  yer  I  RcHgn,  my 
Refiftance  (hall  proceed  no  further,  than  to  be  earncft  with  Psqple  to  be 
Charitable,  and  Subfcribe  for  this  Treatife. 

E  i 


I cannor  Ihut up  this  Principal  Head  of  thy  new  Extent   Arbltrat 
Law,  without  fome  particular  Notice  and   Recapitulation  :  The  Com 
miffionershad  firft  obtained  all  their    Demands  and  Claims  out   of  mv 
'[  caants   Eife^ts,  and    carry'd  them  off:  Afrer wards    they    demanded 
Threefcore  Pounds  of  my  Money,  then  they  Seiz'd  a  Second  time,  andjth.i 
took  away  from  me  Forty  times  the  value  of  tht  Money  left  to  Pay,  be-  |,c 
fore  the  Judgment  was  Executed  upon  Smith's  Goods ;  When  thcle  two 
Seizures  were  made,  a  Third  Diftrefs  was  Executed,  to  Pay  the  very 
iame  Score  ;  So  that  there  were  no  lefs  than  Three  Diftindt  Seizures  ;  ] 
and  a  Demand  of  Threefcore  Pounds  to  Secure  one  Debt  due  to  the   p 
King;  and  I  do  here   Solemnly   Publilh  it,  That   the  real  Duty  theaj' 
Payable,  was  no  more   than  One   Pound,    Sixteen    Shillings,    Eleven  | 
Fence,  Three  Farthings  ;.  and  in  the  whole,,  there  were  Goods  carry*d 
off,  and  Damage  done  to^me,  to  the  value  of  Two  Thoufand  One 
Hundred  Pounds:  Unlefs  my  Eftate  is  put   into   its  firft  Frame.     If   [ 
this  is  not  an   Inquidtion,  or  a  fevers  Perlccurion  -y.  then  let  my  So-    ( 
veraign,  the  Parliament,  the  Miaiirery,  the  Commiflioncrs,  and  all  the    i 
People  of  Great  Britain,  proclaim  me  an  Incendiary  ;.  and  that  I  Writ 
t'lisTrearife,  to  kindle  Flames  in  the  Breafts  of  the  Subje6^,  to  create 
Civil  Wars,  and  to  invite  Foreigners  to  make  an  Invafion:  But  if  I  have 
now  given  a  Juft  Dcfcription  of  the  A6>,  all  Serious  and  Wife  Mind« 
Will  pronounce  it,  That  the  whole  Traft   is  the  very  Reverfe,  and    is 
Publifti'd  with  view  to  extinguifli  what  ferves  to  be  the  only  Tenden» 
cy,  to  bring  upon  the  Nation  again,  thofe  Plagues  of  Trealbn,  Rebel- 
lion and  Tumults,    with  all  their  innumerable  Dependanoies  ;   Since 
die  breach   of  Eftablifn'd  Laws,  to  the  Oppreffion    of  the  Subjeft,  air- 
ways wa^,  and  ever  will  b.e,  the   fir  ft  and  Principal  Gaufe  that  brings 
Defl:ru£lion  upon  Kingdems  and  States. 

Caft  an  Eye  upon  Spain  at  this  very  Time,  ons  Arbitrary  Aft  has 
put  a  whole  Province  into  Arms,  and  alarm'd  all  the  Kingdom?  Mur- 
ders are  Committed,  and  great  Devaftaiions  made  ;  the  abufed  Subjefts 
wrote  a  Letter  to  the  King,  "  That  they  will  hazard  their  Lives  in 
'^  defence  of  theit  Antient  Privileges,  rii  fpeak  in  the  Words  of  the 
States  of  Holland.  **  That  Almighty  God  would  be  pleas^'d  to  pour 
*'  his  moft  pretious  Btefiings  upon  our  Soi'ereign's  Sacred  Perfon,  fo? 
"  theSecurity  of  his  faithful  Subjefts  dear  Liberties. 

The  Comnaiflioners  and  their  Agents  would  now  perform  for  them-  j 
felves  a  Singular  piece  of  Service,  if  they  will  Summons  together  all 
their  Learning  and  Sagacity,  to  prove  that  I  have  faiPd  to  give  anexaft 
Narrative,  how  they  went  on  Step  by  Step,  from  the  firft  Moment  they 
Begun  to  deftroy  my  Eftate  ;  to  the  very  Hour  I  receive  Mr.  Price's 
Judicious  Epiftle  :  That  Letter  pleads  Guilty ;  it  betrays  the  Naked- 
nefsof  the  Caufe.  Tho'  I  take  it  to  be  the  prime  Piece  of  their  Art  t 
It  may  be  Compar'd  to  the  laft  Exit  of  a  dying  Man,  when  the  Pulfe- 
beats  low,  and  there  is  a  hard  Strugling  for  Breath. 

I  can't  conclude  thefe  Minutes  better  than  to  givs  in  a-  fmall  PiecO' 
of  Hiftory  :  An  Italian  Lady,  as  She  v/as  viewing  at  Fteitna  the  Mar- 
ble  Statue  of  a  Potent  Governour ;  Fancy'd  flie  faw  Tyranny  in  the 
lineaments  of  the  Image  :  The  Honourable  Perfon  the  Figure  reprefen- 
ted  was  naturally  fo,  but  by  an  Auftere  Difcipline,  he  kept  his  Seve- 
rity within  fuch  Bounds,  that  he  never  went  farther  than  the  utmofl^ 
Extent  of  the  Rm^?i  jt^aw^.      Our  Er?ffh'Jh  CgmniiSioners  have  gone 
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i  Eleven  Points  in  twelve  beyond  the  Bounds  of  the  Statutes  of  the 

I  Realm. 

f     I  have  prov'd  Four  Inquifitions.    There  are  Three  others  to  be  fpoke 

jto  :  When  all  of  them  arc  put  together,  they'll  be  fome  Reprefentarioa 
of  the  Perfecutions  under  the  Ten  Roman  Emperors.  Such  pieces  as 
*his  ought  to  be  kept  in  every  private  Study  ;  rhey  are  as  neceffary  to 
be  there  as  the  Book  of  Martyrs  is  in  Churches  ;  fince  were  So/ow  or 
l.ycurgus^  Ulyfes  or  yiriftotle,  Achitophel  or  Machiavel,  now  Living  and 
to  be  caird  into  Council  to  confult  about  the  ciue  Nature  of  my  Aulleie 
Treatment;  I  believe  it  would  puzzle  their  utmoU  Sagacity,  Philofo- 
phy  and  Skill  in  Politicks  to  unfold  chat  Myftery. 

Perfecution.     V. 

To  keep  the  Romifh  Hoft  from  being  ofFer'd  at  the  Altar  of  the 
Eftablifh'd  Church,  I  facrific'd  a  Thoufand  Pounds,  as  believing  that 
Church  to  be  the  beft  Conftitured  in  the  whole  World,  for  the  Exctl- 
lency  of  her  Articles  and  the  Exa^lnsfs  oi  her  Difcipline.  Duk*:^  d' 
Jumont  the  French  AmbafTador,  when  he  came  over  into  Er.gUndy  Icnc 
the  Marquefs  De  St.  ^ndre  to  my  Houfe  at  Hamp(ied  to  cake  that 
Seat  during  the  Time  his  Grace  was  to  refide  in  the  Kingdom.  It  w*^s 
i  greed  that  one  Thoufand  Pounds  fhould  be  Paid  as  Rent,  and  the  Duke 
to  be  at  the  Charge  of  putting  the  Apartments  and  Gardens  into  Order, 
Tho' the  oiFer  made  was  fo  confiderable,  and  a  Profpeft  of  receiving 
further  Advantages;  yet  I  kept  to  my  fix'd  Principles,  and  told  the 
Marquefs,  That  as  to  my  Houfe  and  Park,  they  were  at  the  Duke*5 
Service  ;  but  the  Chappel  newly  EreSed  upon  the  Premiilbs,  coaldViot 
be  fet  apart  for  any  other  Worfliip,  than  that  of  the  National  Church, 
The  Marquefs  faid  it  was  the  Chappel  that  gave  the  Duke  tli^  Invitati- 
on ;  and  advis*d  me  to  confider  better  of  the  Matter,  and  to  come  to 
the  Duke  the  next  Day,  with  another  Sort  of  a  Reiblutlon. 

To  prevent  giving  Offence,  I  did  not  go,  bat  gave  my  Excufe  In 
Writing  exprefrd  in  the  foftcft  Terms.  Upon  this,  the  Duke  ienc 
the  Marquefs  de  St.  y^»</r/again,  with  feveral  other  Gentlemen,  topnt 
the  Quertion  as  before,  and  the  firft  Anf\)ver  was  returned,  which  gave 
fuch  Difguft;  that  foon  after,  a  Meflage  came  from  the  Privy  Council: 
with  a  Reprimand  in  thefe  Words:  That  I  jlould  be  taken  Notice  of,  and 
looked  upon  as  an  Enemy  to  the  §lueen  and  Government^  This  was  my  Re« 
ward  for  maintaining  Truth  ;  and  no  returns  have  hten  made  to  rne 
under  this  Adminiftration  for  that  Service,  done  in  a  Time  when  the 
Nation  was  in  danger  of  being  brought  to  have  Mafs-Houfcs  ftt  up  in 
our  Univerfities,  and  within  the  Walls  of  the  great  City. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  SVales,  foon  after  he  came  over  in- 
to E?2glandf  was  made  acquainted  with  feveral  of  thefe  Particulars,  in 
a  Letter  deliver'd  to  him,  in  which  I  offered  my  Houfe  and  Chappel  ro 
his  Royal  Highnefs  for  a  Place  of  Recefs,  or  condant  Reddence.  But 
I  was  neve»  fo  far  Honoured,  as  to  receive  a  Gracious  Anfwer,  rho*  I 
waited  in  expeftation  of  it ;  and  for  that  end,  kept  the  Manfion-Houfe 
and  Park  unlet  for  a  confiderable  Time. 

ril  now  try  the  Benevolence  of  my  Fellow  SubjcSs,  to  Recruit 
what  I  have  freely  Sacrific'd  upon  this  Account. 

E  2  Ptrfecutiow 
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This  Inqiiifition  requires  the  Arrcntion  of  every  Free-born  Subjeft  : 
All  good  Mtn  that  heard  of  the  Act,  pleaded  againil  the  Barbarity  of  j 
the  Froceedings.  In  the  Year  J709,  without  any  Breach  either  upon.  I 
the  Decrees  ot  the  Deity,  or  the  Statutes  of  the  Realm.  I  was  in  the; 
Isil  Reign,  throv/n  out  of  an  Undertaking,  worth  to  me  above  a 
Thoufand  Pounds  per  Jnnunj,  with  the  Lois  of  Eight  Hundred  Pounds 
laid  ouL  to  bring  that  Work  to  bear,  and  in  defending  a  Suit  againft  the 
Crown. 

To  eafe  the  Subjed,  I  invented  and  fee  up  the  Half-Penny  Carriage 
for  conveying  Letters  to  and  fro  within  the  main  Pile  of  Buildings  ia 
London-.  Before  this  Affair  was  entered  upon,  I  took  Advice  of  able 
Council,  two  of  which  faid  Council,  v;ere  fo  confiderable  for  their 
Knowledge  in  the  Law,  that  fince  His  Majefty  came  to  the  Crown,  ic 
was  thou  f;^;ht  fit  to  make  them  Judges:  Thofe  Gentlemen  gave  ic  ia 
as  their  Opinion,  '*  That  there  was  no  A£l:  of  Parliament  then  ir^ 
^'  Force,  to  hinder  any  Subject  from  taking  in  and  delivering  out  Lct- 
''  ttrs  v^qthin  the  Bills  of  Mortality. 

Upon  this  Affbrance,  I  fet  up  my  Undertaking  :  But  as  foon  as  ic 
came  to  aiifwer  Charges,  and  to  bring  in  Profit,  a  Frocefs  at  Law  was 
taken  out  againft  m's  in  the  Exchequer-Court.  I  prepared  to  make 
my  Defence,  as  believing  that  Juibce  might  be  obtain'd  in  a  righc 
Caufe,  when  the  iVliniilcrs  of  State  and  Judges  who  then  acted,  ap- 
^peav'd  1H)  be  a  Body  that  maintained  the  {triciefl:  Truth. 

As  this  Point  was  in  Debate,  Notice  was  brought  to  me,  That  the 
Eatl  of  Godolphin,  then  Lord  Treafurer,  was  difpos  d  to  come  to  Terms 
c>f  Agreement.  Accordingly  I  waited  upon  his  Lordihip,  v/ho  pro- 
mis'd  that  all  Matters  Pnould  be  adjuded  without  Trouble,  in  cafe  I 
laid  down  my  Undertaking,  and  fubmitted  te  what  the  Queen  fliould 
ihiiik  fit  to  c^iveme  as  an  Equivalent  :  With  this  Propoiai  I  comply'd,' 
and  acquiefc'd  to  every  thing  requir'd:  His  Lordfliip,  to  fliew  the 
Sincerity  of  his  intention"^,  order'd  a  Rt^ference  to  be  drawn  up,  which 
was  done»  and  Signed  by  his  Lordfhip's  own  Hand,  and  enteiM  in  the 
Book  at  theTreafury-Office.  I  paid  the  Fees  demanded  for  Engrnffing 
t\\t  faid  Reference,  and  giving  a  Copy  of  it.  Upon  this  I  immediately 
went  and  acquainted  Wi^  Thomas  franklaT^d  tlien  Poft  Mailer  General, 
with  what  the  Lord  Trea-furer  had  done  and  ordered.  That  Gentleman 
cannot  forget  or  deny  the  Truth  of  this  AlTcrtion,  ordlfown  tiiac  fome 
time  before  the  Matter  was  put  to  Reference,  he  fet  forth  an  Adver- 
ta'ement  in  tliree  feveral  G^is^^i't'.r,  to  tell  the  Publick,  That  I  had  fee 
up  a  Carriage  for  Lerters,  contiary  to  th';^  Sratotes  of  the  Realm,  and 
was  ordered  to  be  proceeded  againlt  for  the  preach  of  the  Att  toeftabiifh 
the  General  Poit-Omce. 

Now  tntcrs  -he  ftrange  Scene  that  may  make  a  Turk  or  a  P^^^wblufli  ; 
the  Breach  of  Contrail  calls  aloud  for  Jaiticc  at  the  Ca^ieilial  and  Tcr- 
refi:rial  Tribunals.  After  the  Matter  was  left  to  Reference,  and  I 
fhoughr  rny  felf  iecure,  and  w^s  waiting  to  receive  Her  MajcHies 
Equivalent,  for  my  Undertaking  and  Charges ;  a  Summons  v/as  fenc 
me  to  come  to  Tiyal,  wjihonr  any»No^ice  taken  of  what  was  before 
.prcsnis'd  '^nd  agrted  upon.    This  is  noc  all  the  Violence  oitcr'd  in  the 
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Cafe  ;  the  Suddennefs  of  the  Aft  was  another  Outrage:  For  forty  eight 
Hours  were  only  ailow'd  me  to  prepare  to  make  my  Defence  in  fo  im- 
portant a  Point,  whereon  my  All  depended.  Neither  Prayers  nor  En-» 
treaties,  tho*  put  up  with  the  greateft  Submiffion  and  Earneftnefs,  could 
prevail  to  get  any  longer  Space  ;  I  was  unnaturally  hurry 'd  to  the  Bar, 
as  it  were  a  commoii  Criminal,  at  the  very  Hour  appointed  in  the 
Summons* 

The  late  Lord  Chief  Baron  PVard,  the  Judge,  as  a  Turn  in  his  Charge 
to  the  Jury,  was  pleas'd  to  make  a  ihorc  Encomhnn  on  my  Merits,  buc 
withal  told  them,  That  they  muft  bring  in  tht;ir  Verdift  for  the  Queen. 
It  was  done  in  the  Prefence  of  Crowds  ofWitnelfes,  that  came  from 
2II  Parts  of  the  Town  to  hear  that  extraordinary  Tryal :  They  can  give 
in  a  true  Narrative,  how  that  Caufe  was  Proiecuted,  and  how  it  was 
Defended  ;  what  was,  and  what  was  not  Proved.  < 

'Tis  pity  the  Laws  of  the  Land  are  fo  fevere,  that  when  a  Man  is  cad 
in  his  Suit,  be  it  ever  fo  ftrangely,  or  againft  the  Praftice  of  all  com- 
mon Proceedings,  yet  he  dares  not  Print  a  faithful  Account  of  what 
palVd  in  feveral  Particulars;  as  to  the  Plaintiff,  the  Evidence,  the  Judge 
and  the  Jury ;  Were  that  to  be  fuifer'd,  many  Things  might  be  drawn 
Qut  which  are  now  conceafd,  and  the  Subje<^rs  may  be  writ  in  fucli 
moving  ExpreiTions,  as  to  make  Men  engaged  in  ill  Actions,  to  tremble 
like  F^//;>c,  when  the  imprifon'd  Apoftle  argu'd  of  Right eoufnefs,  Tiwpe-- 
r.^nceandjucig7/2cn(',  fo  great  is  the  Force  that  lyes  upon  the  Spirits  under 
heavy  Prefibrcs. 

It  is  not  decent  to  fall  in  with  any  Anger  or  bad  Language,  on  the 
Afhes  of  the  Deccafed,  but  let  their  fcatter'd  Parricleslye  hid  in  Dark- 
nels,  and  be  utterly  forgot :  For  the  Judge  that  gave  the  unjuft  Charge 
isdead  ;  allthe  Jury>Men  that  wcie  moft  zealous  to  bring  in  a  wrong 
Verdift,  are  dead  ;  The  Lord  Trcafurer  that  Sign'd  the  Reference, 
and  promised  to  give  me  an  Equivalent  for  my  Undertaking,  (but  fail'd 
t'p  perform  it,)  he  is  dead  :  Yet  this  m^y  be  faid,  by  the  Lofs  of  the 
Caufe,  I  was  brought  into  great  Calamity,  driven  out  of  my  Dwelling- 
iTfoufe,  as  it  were  a  Bankrupt,  that  had  outrun  his  Subftance  in  riotous 
Living.  This  Inilance,  or  crol^  Accident,  oblig'd  me  to  fell  my  Un- 
dertaking of  the  SunFlre-Oficey  on  very  low  Terms,  that  would,  were 
I  now  in  PoiTcdion  of  it,  bring  me  in  Six  or  E  ght  Hundred  Pounds 
pr  Annum.  Thus  one  Lofs  inilantly  fell  upon  another,  and  the  Eifefts 
of  them  are  ftill  vifibly  felt. 

After  the  Verdift  was  given,  I  went  to  the  Earl  o?  Godolphniy  put  him 
in  mind  of  his  former  Engagements.,  and  of  the  Reference  granted,  told 
himcf  my  hard  UTage,  and  bep[g'd  to  be  Redrefs'J :  His  Reply  was, 
The  Cafe  jl)Quld  be  taken  i7ito  Ccnftdcratiojj,  and  fom^  fuitabh  Amends  made* 
Cut  Affairs  of  Stare  alcer'd,  his  Lordlliip  was  removed  from  the  Tiea- 
fury,  and  my  Principles  not  agreeing  with  the  Change  of  the  Parliament 
and  the  Miniftery,  it  was  in  vain  for  me  to  feck  for  Juftice  to  his  Sue* 
cefTor  the  Earl  oi' Oxford. 

From  the  Beginning  of  the  prefent  Reign,  I  was  in  Expeftation  to  be 
KelievM  in  fo  particular  a  Cafe,  without  Oiiering  any  Plea.  One  Rea- 
fon  I  have  to  give  in,  cannot  but  be  of  Force:  rvTy  Undertaking  for  the 
Carilage  of  Letters,  and  my  Tryal  in  the  Exchequer-Court,  that  were 
to  me  of  fuch  fad  Confequence,  prcv'd  highly  Advantageous  to  the 
Grown:   For  my  Misfortune  in  that  Affair,  was  the  fok  Occafion  of 

makin" 


[  ?S  3 

making  the  late  New  A£l:  to  efiablifli  the  General  Pofi-Office,  in  which 
Act  the  Portage  oFLetrers  was  rais'd,  that  increafes  the  Publick  Revenues 
Thirty  Thouiimd  bounds  per  JnnuTn:  At  that  Time  the  Penny.Poft  was 
aiib  joyn'd  to  the  General  Foft-Office,  which  was  not  before  done. 

Ofie  Remark  is  prefum'd  to  be  entered  :  It  was  declared  and  own'd. 
That  during  the  Arbitrary  Proceedings  in  King  James  IFs  Reign, 
Mr.  Dockxoray  the  Inventor  of  thefaid  Penny.  Port,  was  cailt  againftLaw, 
by  the  Lord  Chief  J  a  (lice  7^;^^^^/.  This  Wrong  was  taken  into  Con- 
fideration  by  King  WILLIAM  III.  of  Glorious  Memory:  That" 
Prince  ^avc  the  unfortunate  GencJcman  Six  Hundred  Founds  per  Annum 
out  of  the  Profits  of  his  own  Undertaking 

One  Indance  more  maybe  brought  in  :  The  faid  New  Aft  of  Parlia- 
inenc  to  eftablifli  the  General  Poft-Office,  is  a  plain  Indication  of  the 
Infufficiency  of  th^^  Old  Ad:  If  the  Penny-Poll  did  before  of  right 
belong  to  the  Crown,  what  need  was  there  of  incercing  a  Claufe  in 
that  late  A61:,  to  annex  it  now  to  the  General  Pod-Office  ?  And  why 
was  a  particular  A*rticle  put  in,  to  forbid  the  Subjeft  under  feverc 
pjnaliics,  to  carry  Letters  for  the  future  m  and  about  London  for  Gain, 
in  the  Nature  of  a  Port  or  Carriage  ?  This  plainly  ftiews,  that  there 
was  nofuch  Redraint  in  the  Old  Aft. 

if  it  is  faid  that  the  Verdicl  againd  me  was  not  contrary  to  the  Sta- 
tutes of  the  Realm,  then  the  Lord  Jeffreys's  Decree  againd  Mr.  Dock^ 
ivray  wasaHb  conformable  to  the  fame  Statutes  and  Rules  :  For  both 
the  Undert«<kings,  and  both  the  Tryals,  dood  upon  one  and  the  fame 
Bottom;  One  of  the  Perfons  cannot  be  Guiity  of  the  Breach  of  the 
Law,  and  the  other  Innocent.  If  the  Point  were  not  as  clear  as  the 
Light  of  the  Sun,  the  Eye  of  the  Government  fliould  never  have  feea 
this  Addrefs  made  in  fucli  preffing  Terms. 

Perfuutlm  VII. 

This  lad  InquiGtion  that  I  h?.ve  to  declare,  has  often  times  adonifh'd 
me,  I  fhould  be  glad  if  any  Englijlyman  zou\d  account  for  it ;  but  it  is 
like  the  Paffage  Recorded  in  Sacred  Writ  :  *'  An  obfcure  Man  by  his 
**  Zeal  and  Thought  fav'd  the  City,  when  a  great  Force  came  againft 
^*  it,  yet  no  Notice  was  taken  of  that  True  Patriot ;  his  Obfcurity 
**  r^rv  d  to  hide  him  from  Favour  and  Reward. 

In  the  Infancy  of  this  Reign,  foon  after  His  Majedy's  Arrival  in  the 
kingdom,  when  all  Affairs  were  jud  at  a  Crifis\  and  other  Men,  tho' 
-entirely  in  the  Right  InterePc,  did  not  think  fit  to  publifti  their 
Thoughts,  till  they  faw  v,Miich  Way  the  Great  Engine  of  State  turn'd, 
I  writ  a  Treatife,  Entituled,  An  Encjuiry  into  the  Mifcarriages  cf  the  Four 
Ufi  Tears  Reign^  pnfented  to  the  Freeholders  of  Great  Britain,  againfl  the 
ElecHon  of  a  New  Parliament. 

At  the  Time  this  Work  was  done,  potent  Enemies  were  ftrugling 
TO  rake  away  LISERTTmd  P  ROPERTT,  and  an  Impodor  was 
Avaiting  for  an  Opportunity  to  be  fet  on  the  BrinP)  Throne.  The 
Strength  feem'd  to  be  invincible,  by  the  Power  of  the  late  disbanded 
Minidery,  and  their  numerous  Adherents  :  Rage  and  Intered  joyn'd 
together,  threatened  to  defeat  the  King's  Friends,  by  their  Votes  at  the 
Choice  of  Members  to  fit  in  the  fird  National  Council  calVd  in  this 
R«ig?i.    The  Principles  of  the  People  were  then  e^cry  where  poifon'd 
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With  Zeal  for  the  late  vanquifh'd  Invader  :  They  wanted  to  have  irt- 
ftiird  into  their  Minds  True  Loyalty  for  a  Proteftanc  Prince  juft 
arrived  in  the  Kingdom,  and  to  be  inform'd  of  what  vUq  Treacheries 
had  been  afted  in  difguis'd  Scenes,  and  what  was  like  to  be  the  lllbe  c£ 
the  whole  Train  of  thofe  Plots,  if  they  had  gain'd  their  Point  ac  the 
Eleftion.  The  Contents  of  thefe  Matters  were  enter'd  in  the  faid 
Treatife  of  Jn  Inquiry^  Sec. 

The  Piece  wai  not  to  be  writat  that  Time  in  a  Great  Volume  with 
large  Quotations,  but  in  a  fmall  Tra^,  with  Oiort  Heads,  and  proper 
Ketnarks  on  them,  that  it  might  come  to  the  View  of  the  Subjsds  of 
all  Degrees.  I  need  not  fay,  that  never  any  Copy  went  oiF  fo  quick, 
and  in  fuch  great  Numbers,  as  it  did,  fince  it  was  vifible  to  both  the 
Kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  I  laid  a  fide  my  own  private 
Intercft,  and  look'd  at  faving  the  Na- ion  from  the  imminent  Ruin  ic 
was  threatened  with  :  For  tho'  there  was  Matter  fufficient  in  the  writ- 
ten Copy  to  make  a  Tv/eJve- Penny  Book,  yet  I  ordered  it  to  be  (old 
only  at  Three-Pence,  or  Twenty  Four  Shillings  a  Hundred.  But  I 
expelled  upon  the  Succefs  of  the  Work,  the  Adminidration  would 
have  anfwer'd  that  Deficiency  tenfold,  without  asking  for  it. 

The  unufual  Sale  difcover'd  what  this  Government  and  the  honeft 
Gentlemen,  who  fct  up  for  .Members  of  Parliament,  then  thought  of 
thofc  Colietiions,  and  what  they  belicv'd  would  be  the  Confequence  of 
their  Publication.  Five  Days  after  the  firil  Edition  came  forth,  three 
fpurious  ImpreiTions  appeared  abroad,  and  in  lefs  than  a  Fortnight^) 
moft  of  the  Pirate- Printers  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  v/ere  em- 
ploy'd  in  working  off  Copies,  the  Call  for  them  was  every  where  (o  great 
in  and  about  Town:  And  in  one  Month,  the  Printing-PrciTcs  in  the 
Country  Cities  throughout  the  Kingdom,  were  upon  the  fame  Bufi- 
nefs,  to  anfwer  the  Demands  of  the  feveral  adjacent  Counties  in  thofo 
Parts. 

To  kxvt  the  Government,  T  thusfufflr'd  my  felf  to  be  every  where 
publickly  Robb'd  of  my  Juft  Rights  and  Properry,  contrary  to  a  late 
A8:  of  Parliament,  made  on  purpofc  to  give  every  Author  the  fole 
Title  to  Print  off  his  own  Copies,  and  enjoyning  that  no  other  Perfbri 
or  Perfons,  prefume  to  do  it  under  fevere  Penalties.  Howcver,upon  fo 
great  an  Exigency  of  Publick  Affairs,  I  was  contented  to  fie  down  qui- 
etly with  the  Lois,  without  entring  any  Profecucion  ac  Law  a^ainft  the 
Offenders,  that  the  Publilhing  of  the  Work  might  not  be  ftopt,  or  in 
thelcaft  hindcr'd  in  its  P/ogiefs.  This  is  the  true  Resfon  why  I  did 
not  feize  upon  the  Pirates  Printed  Copies,  and  Cancel  them,  as  I  rnighc 
have  done,  according  to  the  Tenour  of  the  Statute. 

It  is  prefum'd  to  uy,  at  the  Time  when  the  Kingdom  was  in  its 
greateft  Diftrefs,  and  the  Treatife  prov'd  of  fingular  Ufe  to  the  State, 
at  the  Eleftion  for  Members,  fcarce  any  thing  but  Praifes  and  Pro* 
fnifes,  Verbal,  and  in  Writing,  came  to  me  from  Perfons  of  Di- 
ftinftion,  that  one  would  have  thought  might  have  prov*d  as  Faith- 
ful in  their  Performances,  as  they  were  Genteel  in  the  Multiplicity 
of  their  Compliments,  And  it  muft  with  Submiffion  be  faid,  Thac 
after  a  Signal  Viftory  at  the  Eleftions  was  cbrain'd  over  the  adverfc 
Party,  and  a  good  Parliament  appeared,  not  one  Word  or  Line  fince 
that  Glorious  Succefs  and  Deliverance,  came  to  me  with  the  leafl 
Return  gr  Acknpwkdgnvsuc  for  my  Zeal  and  Loyalty,  tho'  I  apparently 
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hazarded  my  Life,  as  it  was  even  menaced  and  attempted,  only  upon 
Account  of  that  Work,  by  being  foopen  in  delivering  my  Sentiments 
in  the  Face  of  fo  numerous  a  Body  of  Enemies,  that  fwell'd  with 
Revenge,  to  fee  themfelves  difappointed  in  their  Grand  Dcfign.  His 
JVIofI:  Gracious  M  AJ  E  S  T  Y  was  once  pieas'd  to  declare,  That 
thole  Perfous  lliould  be  diftinguifli'd  who  took  Meafures  Conducive 
to  the  fcpporring  of  the  Jaft  Rights  of  the  Crown,  and  the  Liberties 
of  the  Pcopic,  I  entirely  rely'd  upon  that  ROYAL  PROMISE, 
io  far  as  to  receive  a  Premium  for  what  the  Pirate-Printers  Robb'd 
me  of,  which  was  very  Confiderablc. 

The  Number  of  Copies  thole  Offenders  fold  upon  this  General 
Occafion,  was  not  ]efs  than  Two  Hundred  Thoufand,  Many  private 
Gentlemen  and  Tradefmsn,  that  lov'd  their  Country,  bought  up  and 
gave  away  in  their  rcfpeftive  Neighbourhoods,  One,  Two,  or  Three 
Hundred  Copies  ;  and  thofe  of  higher  Ranks,  Five,  or  Eight  Hun- 
dred, oraThoufand.  This  was  done  by  abundance  of  the  Subjefts, 
in  ail  the  Corporations,  Shire,  and  Borough-Towns,  throughout 
Great  Britain,  bcfides  the  great  Number  of  Copies  that  were  dilpos*d 
of  to  fmgle  Perfons.  The  faid  Treacife  was  likewife  Tranflated  into 
French,  and  two  Impreflions  of  a  Thotifand  each,  were  work'd  off  in 
Spittle  Fields,  at  one  Printing-Houfe,  chiefly  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor 
Huguenots. 

In  Ireland,  againll  the  Ele^lion  of  the  firft  Parliament  in  that  Kingdom, 
fince  his  Majefiy's  happy  Acceflion  to  the  Crown  the  faid  Copies  were 
aifo  made  ufe  of  upon  the  fame  account,  and  difperfed  in  every 
County,  as  was  pradis'd  here  in  England,  and  by  the  choice  of  the 
Members  it  appeared  to  have  equal  profperous  Fortune.  The  Book 
was  likewife  Printed  in  Diiitch,  at  the  Haguey  and  in  other  Places  in 
Holland;  and  Copies  were  fent  into  the  fevera!  Provinces  of  the  United 
Netheyl/znds.  What  made  the  Work  fell  there,  was,  that  the  Content^ 
of  the  faid  Treatife  plainly  fet  forth  the  whole  Narrative  of  the  late 
Mal-adminiftration,  in  Sixty  five  Articles,  and  cleared  the  Points  how 
the  Queen  was  iniulted,  Publick  Treafons  carry'd  on,  and  the  whole 
Nation  falfly  betray'd. 

Here  it  cannot  beconceai'd,  that  this  Treatife  of  mine  intit'led  art 
Inquiry  into  the  Mifcarriages  cf  the  Four  lafi  Tears  Heign,  prefented  to  the  Free^ 
holders  of  Great -^jiitzin  againft  the  Ehcfion  of  a  New  Parliament,  was  an- 
fwer'd  :  The  Tories  to  oblige  their  Friends,  writ  a  Tra6L,  and  dedi-  = 
cated  it  to  the  Train  of  Electors  that  were  to  Vote  on  their  Side:  The 
Epifi:]e  was  calFd  Englijh  Jdvice  to  the  Freeholders  of  England.  It  may  be 
remember'd  that  the  Government  Icok'd  upon  that  Pamphlet  to  be  of 
dangerous  coofequence  to  the  Stare,  znd  the  Great  National  Concerrti 
then  depending.  The  King  and  Council,  to  exprefs  their  difpleafure, 
iflued  out  a  Proclamation,  offering  One  Thoufand  Pounds  Reward 
to  difcover  the  Author  or  the  Publiflier  of  that  fcandalous  Traft. 

With  great  SubmiiTion,  the  Complaint  is  now  put  in;  The  Sight 
of  that  Declaration  gave  me  much  Difcouragement.  I  ever  fince 
look'd  upon  my  felf  as  an  Alien,  being  fo  far  forfaken  by  ray  Prince 
and  the  Minlilers  of  State,  as  not  to  receive  a  Gracious  Return:  Since 
my  Writings  were  publickly  confefs'd  to  be  one  of  the  Principal  natu- 
ral Caufes  of  obtaining  at  the  Eleftions  the  Choice  of  the  two  pre- 
fent  Parliaments  in  great  Britain  and  Irehnd,  which  have  fix'd  the 
Conftitution  upon  the  fare  Bafis  it  now  ftands.  I^ 
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It  appears  very  grievous,  becaufe  'tis  demonnrable,  That  I  aHuaU 
Jy  loft  more  than  a  Thoufand  FQiinds  in  fctring  my  Copy  at  ih  low 
k  Price,  and  ihc  Book  being  Printed  upon  rhc  every  where  in  luch 
vaft  Numbers. 

What  I  am  now  going  to  fay,  I  have  the  Confirmation  of  many 
Gentlemen,  wq]1  versM  in  Srare-Politicks  :  They  believed  that  had 
there  been  diftribured  Five  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds  in  Great 
Britain  and  Irelaiid  againft  the  Ekdiion  of  the  Two  Parliaments,  even 
that  SuHi  would  not  have  anfv/er'd  the  end  with  Succcfs  equal  to 
my  Copies  of  the  Inquiries,  as  they  vVcre  difpers'd  by  the  King  s  faith- 
ful Subjects  in  every  Part  of  both  Kingdoms,  V\\  add  to  this  a  Noti- 
on of  my  own,  A  fmall  Tfearife  publiiVd  at  an  exa£l:  Time  may  fave 
a|.  Common- wealth  or  a  Province  from  being  overwhelmed  in  a  deJ'jge 
of  Blood;  When  at  other  feafons,  a  Thoufand  large  Volumes,  tho* 
much  better  writ,  fhall  not  avail  to  ftop  the  progrefs  cf  impending 
Danger. 

,.,  Sir  William  Walworth^  only  by  giving  a,t  a  fortunate  moment,  one 
rStab  with  a  fliort  Dagger,  fupprefs'd  a  Rebellion  that  the  King  with  al| 
'his  Forces,  was  not  able  to  accomplifh  the  Day  before.  That  Enemy 
then  deftroy'd  by  the  worthy  Knight,  might  in  the  conclufion  have 
proclaimed  himfeif  Lord  Protedor  of  the  whole  Kingdom.  Had  the 
Tories  got  Parliaments  of  their  own  Stamp,  Fire  and  Sword  muft  have 
been  the  portion  of  the  poor  diftreffed  Whigs. 

■,.^  I  repine  not  but  rejoyce  at  my  Pains  and  Study  in  that  great  Ser- 
vice ;  yet  I  take  it  as  a  Perfecution,  for  other  Men  to  reap  all  the 
pleafant  Fruits  of  thofe  plentiful  Harvefts;  and  my  felf  oblig'd  to  loff 
One  Thoufand  Pounds  Sterling  of  what  was  my  juft  Right,  given  by 
the  Decree  of  the  Three  Eftatcs  of  the  Realm.  I  think  it  an  Inquili- 
tion  upon  me,  pot  to  be  allow'd  that  Money  by  the  Adminiftrarion  ; 
ecaufc  it  was  loft  to  fecure  to  the  Soveraign  and  the  Nation  perpe- 
%a2i\  Tranquillity,   and  to  bring  in  Liberty  and  Plenty. 

I  pray  that  at  the  next  EleSion  of  Members  to  Sir  in  the  Houfe  of 
^Commons,  no  Author  may  be  then  wanted  to  write  againft  King 
Qiorges  Enemies,  and  be  ruin'd  for  oppofing  their  Strength;  fuch  ant 
Aft  weakens  the  very  Nerves  of  true  Loyalty.  One  Subje£l  fent  to 
ask  Colleftionsof  the  Publick,  (as  I  am)  for  Dammage  fuftain'd  by  the 
Extortion  of  Commiffioncrs,  and  Money  loft  in  obtaining  the  Two 
prefent  Parliaments,  may  ftrike  a  damp  upon, the  Spirits  of  Multitudes 
•"ftrue  Patriots,  and  force  them  to  give  way  before  the  Romans  and 
he  Domeftick  Mal-Contcnts. 

.  \t  is  in  vain  to  fweat  and  win  a  Race,  if  both  the  Wager  and  the 
Prize  is  at  laft  to  be  transferred  to  thofe  that  never  ventur'd  any  ha^ 
zard  in  the  difficult  Enterprize  ;  but  perhaps  lay  hid  like  Cowardly 
Deferters  till  the  Fight  is  over,  and  then  come  ro  take  ail  the  Plunj^er 
from  the  Wounded  that  have  loft  their  Vigour  and  Blood  to  van- 
cjuilli  a  Tyrant,    and  keep  the  Field  of  Arms. 

1  do  here  publickly  lay  claim  to  the  Honour  of  being  highly  Inftru- 
Tjental  in  obtaining  the  prefent  Britijh  and  IriP)  Parliaments:  And  muft 
uch  a  Subject  now  in  the  Face  of  the  World,  be  oblig'd  to  go  a  G'}oci-> 
rig  from  one  County  to  another  for  what  he  has  really  loft  and  fuf* 
'.>r'd  in  performing  that  great  and  difficult  Service.  I  am  forry  Tin 
orc'd  openly  to  take  fo  much  Glory  to  my  felf:  1  never  tboughc 
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(when  I  faw  the  EleSars  buy  up  my  Copies  in  vaft  Numbers)  to  be  I 
brought  to  this  pals,  by  the  extremity  of  a  barbarous  and  unheard  o^ 
Inquilition.  It  is  a  poor  Reward  for  all  my  Fatigues  and  Toils.  ^  i 
By  the  Seven  Inquifitions  here  exprefs'd,  Ihavefuftain  d  great;  "  1 
mage:  The  Account  Ihall  be  now  fumm'd  up,  ' 

i 

They  Conpme  Eight  ARTICLES.  * 

! 

\Art.  I.  Loft  Seventy  Three  Pounds  in  being  oblig'd  to  pay  TaxeSi 
wrongfully  for  an  Income  or  an  Eftate  of  Six  Hundred  Pounds  per 

Annum. 

Art,  II:     Loft  (for  the  fake  of  the  Eftablifli'd  Church)  One  Thoufand 
Pounds,  by  rcfufing  Duke  D'  Autmnt  the  ufe  of  my  Chapel,  to  keep  I 
the  Romiih  Hoft  fiom  being  offer'd  upon  her  Altar.  | 

Art.  IIL  Loft  an  Undertaking  that  would  have  brought  me  in  One 
Thoufand  ? oun^s p er  Jnnuw-,  whereby  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown  ar»: 
advanced  Thirty  Thoufand  Pounds  a  Year. 

Art.  IV.  Loft  Eight  Hundred  Pounds^  to  bring  the  (aid  Underta 
king  to  Perfeftion,  and  in  defending  a  Suit  againft  the  Crown,  to  ke'" 
my  juft  Right  and  Property. 

Art,  V.  Loft  Six  Hundred  Pounds /^er  Annum  by  the  Sun-Flre-OffiCj 
upon  account  that  I  was  obliged  to  part  with  that  Undertaking,  by  the 
Crofs-Accident  of  my  being  Caft  in  the  Tryal  before  the  Lord  Chief 
Barcn  M^'ard. 

Art.  VI.  Loft  Eight  Years  Income,  from  the  Profits  of  the  Two 
Undertakings  abovs-meationed,  which  is  Twelve  Thoufand  Eight  Hun- 
dred Pounds. 

Art.  VII.  Loft  One  Thoufand  Pounds  in  ftriving  to  obtslin  t' 
prefent  British  and  Irijh  Parliaments,  by  fctting  my  Copy  of  the  E. 
Quiries  at  a  low  Price,  and  the  Book  being  Pirated  upon  me. 

Art.  VIII.  Loft  an  Eftate  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  a  Year,  by  the 
I^te  A£l  of  the  Commiflioners  of  Excife  j 

^  The  Sum  Total  of  the  Lofs  and  Damage  I  have  fuftainM  for  my  Pu! 
Jick  Services,  {"tt  down  in  the  Eight  preceeding  Articles,  amouats 
One  Thoufand  Seven  Hundred  Pounds /^^rr  Annum,  and  Fifteen  ThoL^ 
fand  Six  Hundred  Seventy  Three  Pounds  in  Money. 

What  relates  to  the  laft  Article  I  muft  repeat ;  the  Government  a* 
to  that  Point,  have  now  in  a  very  remarkable  Manner  been  pleas'd 
to  t^ks  Mo?ice  gf  m^  ;    The  Eftate  chat  was  my  Dependance  and  laft 
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Refuge,  is  iacrific^d   after  an  inhumane  Manner  :    This   is  to   com- 
penfare  all  my  Services  from  the  firft  calling  in  of  our  Great    Deli- 
verer King  WI L  LI  AM  IK.     This  is  the  Reward  I  received  on  the  . 
^ch  and  12th  Days  of  M^r J>,  17  17-18,  by  Virtue  of  the   Executions 
the  unheard  of  New  Secrct-Extent-Law. 

-^  T  H  OUGHT  Upon  the. Fame  (?/Ingratitud^, 

There  are  two  forts  of  Ingratitude,  one  is  the  Ingratitude  of  a  King- 
dom to  a  Subjea,  and  the  other  the  Subjed's  Ingratitude  to  his  Native 
Country  :  I  ihall  fpeak  of  the  lad  firft. 

Moral  Philofophy  reprefented  in  Scenes,  is  more  beautiful  to  fome 
Minds  than  the  Verbal  Expreffions  of  an"  elGcjuent  Oratour.  A:  the 
City  of  Peking  in  Chinay  are  to  be  feen  feveral  curious  Curs  Engraverr  on 
Copper^PJates :  One  Piece  defcribes  the  Ingratitude  of  a  Subjc^cl  to  his 
Sovereign; -He  is  fee  forth  very  naturally,  undermining  the  Foun- 
dation q?  tfee  Conflitution,  and  ereaing  a  New  Throne  for  an 
Ufurper.  "' 

This  fine  Defcriptiori,    tho'  at  fo  vaft  a.Dlflance,    feem>  to  point 
out  many  of  our    Englijh  Subjects;    they   have    attempted;  that  very 
Ail:    But!  pray  that  our   Dread  SOVERAIGN,  and  Mis  ROYAL 
ISSUE,  may  Live  and  Reign  in  thefe  his  Imperial  Dominlbas,  till  the 
,  (Jlobe.  of  the  Earth  is  urihing'd  from  its  Axis!  " 

'  I  come  now  to  treat  of  a  llingdom's  Ingratitude  to  a  Subjeci  :  Here 
I  fhall  borrow  from  Authors  fome  Thoughts  upon  that  Head,  and  in- 
terraix  them  with  my  own.  Rvme  was  ungrateful  to  the  Scfpw's,  and  to 
Ciimillus  ;  yJt'kens  was  ungrateful  to  Miltiades  and  Themifloclcs  :  Laced^* 
won  was  ungraceful  to  Agu  and  others  ;  Cufthage  was  ungrateful  to 
JUnnibj^l  and  Harmo  ;  Fra7jce  v/as  ungrateful  to  Prince  Eugene  of 
^avoy.  England  was  in  a  fiir  way  of  being  as  IlluPirious  for  Ingracitude, 
as  any  Nation  in  the  Vi/^oridj  witnefs  the  T>w\^  (^i  HciYVm-ough,  during 
xxi^  Government  of  the  former  Miniftery  ;  For  inftead  of  rewarding 
that  Great  General  with  Lawreis  of  Glory,  for  his  Signal  V16>ories  ac 
Bler.heimy  Ra-meilles,  Atidenardy  &c.  the  Parliament  very  unjuftly 
impeached  him  with  the  Odious  Scandal  of  taking  away  the  Soldiers 
Daily  Bread,  and  exafting  from  the  Nation  the  Two  and  a  lh.\^ per 
Cent.  tW^^  the  Money  was  the  Duke*s  own  Perquifite,  belonging  to 
him  as  General  of  the  Army, 

A  Kingdom's  Ingraticude  to  a  Subjeft,  that  has  been  any  ways  In- 
ftrumental  in  preferving  the  ConHritution,  is  like  Men  wounding 
their  Friends  with  falfe  Calumnies,  that  fetched  them  out  of  Priibn  or 
LiBondage  ;  Or  it  is  as  a  wild  Horfe,  that  when  he  is  pulTd  out  of  a 
,de«p  Ditch,  fpurns  at  thofe  that  fav'd  him  from  perifhing  in  the  thick 
Alire.  I  leave  my  Thoughts,  (tho' they,  are  thus  fevere)  to  the  Cen- 
fure  of  Divines  and  Philolbphers  ;  they  can  tell  that  in  pafs'd  Ages,  this 
fort  of  Ingratitude  was  always  efteem'd  an  infamous  Vice.  Some  of 
the  Ancients  compare  the  Aft  to  a  Man  killing  his  Sifter;  againft  both 
which  Crimes,  no  Narion  in  the  World  ever  made  a  Statute  before 
the  Athenians:  Since  in  thofe  Two  Points  it  was  judg'd  that  the  innar^ 
Law  of  Mankind  was  alone  fufiicient  to  reftrain  fuch  \JnmtVi\A 
Sins.  {'   2  1 
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I  am  fenfible  that  Government-Ingratitude  is  more  in  vogue  infpmc 
^dminillrarions  than  in  others.  If  the  Prin-:itive  Fathers  were  now 
living,  what  would  they  lay  to  fte  a  Subject  ftripc  naked  and  pcrfc- 
cured,  th^it  (at  the  Peril  of  Lif^  andExpenCe  of  Fortune)  had  been  one 
principaJ  Agent  (to  give  a  fudden  Change  in  time  of  Danger,)  for  pre- 
ii^rving  the  State  :  And  to  behold  oiher  Sabjefts  rais'd  to  Honour  and 
V/ealih,  that  can't  bring  an  Inftapce  of  one  Pubiick  Piece  of  Service 
perform'd  in  Defence  of  the  Conftirution-  I  profefs  I  never  waited 
for  Penlions  or  SalJaries  •,  whatever  I  requir'd,  was  only  to  receive 
tiiar  v^hich  I  look  upon  to  be  as  much  niy  Right  by  E^^uity,  as  any 
Vt^afant  has  to  his  Tenement  or  Plac  of  Ground  upon  a  Common,  given 
to  him  by  his  Soveraign,  or  the  Lord  of  the  Mannour. 

I  am  certain  the  King,  the  Parliameni:  and  the  Mini  fiery,  from  their 
great  Sagacity,  will  grant,  That  thofe  ?>Jations  are  ungrateful,  that; 
do  not  return  the  Benefirs  they  receive,  tho*  done  by  milerable  Pagans 
or  Barbarians.  In  the  Clofet  of  X^u?// X-  King  of  France^  there  was  a 
curious  Manufcripr,  the  Author  compared  Ingratitude  to  a  Tyrant 
that  punifh'd,  but  ntv^r  rewarded  his  Subje^ls  :  In  the  fame  JVIanu-' 
jfcripc  v/asfet  forth  rhe  Chara£ler  of  a  potent  Monarch,  who  us'd  to 
diftribute  Sevenfold  For  one  Aft  of  Zeal  and  Loyalty  to  the  Crown. 

Ic  is  faid  that  King  PhIUj>  of  Maceckti,  when  a  common  Soldier  that 
had  been  fav'd  from  Shipwrack  by  a  certain  Farm.er,  told  the  King 
the  fad  Story  of  his  Diilrcfs,  and  bcgg'd  that  very  Farm  of  hihi :  The 
Soveraign  being  afterwards  acquainted  with  the  Truth  cfthe  Faftj^ 
was  fo  juftly  emended,  that  having  reftor'd  the  right  Owner  to  his'  \ 
f«rm,  he  caihierM  the  Soldier,  with  thefe  Words  burnt  upon  his  Fore- 
\itd.A,TheUngratLful  Gufjt. 

I  have  heard  of  a  Young  Man  that  would  not  outlive  a  Vulture 
^hat  had  done  him  a  Piece  of  Service  ;  but  when  the  Creature  dy'd, 
the  Youth  made  a  Fire  ;  and  threw  himfelf  with  the  dead  Bird  intO' 
the  Funeral  Pile,  v.  here  they  were  botb  confum'd  to  Aflies.  Ic  is  al- 
io reported  that  a  Lion  would  not  deihoy  a  Slave  when  put  into  his 
Den  ;  only  becaofe  the  Man  had  once  oblig'd  the  Brute  Aaimal,  by 
pulling  2   Thorn  out  of  his  foot. 

.  There  is  another  panicula:  Kind  of  Ingrarltude  of  a  Government 
to  a  private  Perfon,  whicii  i>  ftill  worfe  ;  That  is,  when  an  AdminiJ 
i^ration  fyffcrs  a  faithful  Subjeft  to  be  ruiiVd,  and  to  have  his  Goods  1 
\^r\A  Chattels  taken  from  him  againft  I^aw  ;  and  rhen  like  the  Adder 
turn  a  deaf  Ear  to  all  Complaiiits  made  for  Refticution  and  Juftice  : 
Such  an  ASc  reprefents  an  unnarural  Woman  deftroying  the  Fruit  of 
ber  own  Body  ,  or  it  is  a  lively  Emblem  of  irrational  Creatures  eating 
up  their  own  Young.  i  he  Mojalifts  and  the  Schoolmen  thought 
there  was  no  Name  or  Mark  of  Diftiniiion  to  be  given  to  Brand  this 
bft  fort  of  Ingratitude  with  •  but  thar  ic  i[t(t\Vd  the  fame  Punifhmenc 
that  was  inflifted  by  the  Remans,  for  the^  black  Crime  of  Parricide  ; 
\vhich  was  to  put  the  Ma lefailor  into  a  Basket  or  Sack,  with  an  Ape, 
a  Cock  and  a  Viper,  and  to  let  them  live  for  fotne  Time  in  that  Con- 
fmement,  to  torture  the  wicked  Wretch  ;  and  then  fling  th^mall 
together  into  the  Sea,  to  fink  and  perifn  in  the  deep  Ocean  Ingratitude 
of  the  loweft  Degree,  has  ever  been  reckon  d  an  arrant  Republicaii 
Vict/  ^  -      ' 

If 


C  4S  3 

'  If  this  Hint  upon  Ingratitude  of  a  Government  to  a  Subjcft  5  glve^ 
any  Emblem  of  my  unkind  Treatment  by  the  Low  Church  Party  puc 
into  Pofts  of  Proiit,  it  is  then  my  Unhappinefs  that  I  was  born  in  this 
Ifland:  Had  L  been  a  Native  of /w^/^,  or  any  other  foreign  Country, 
even  where  Men  worfhip  the  Sun,  or  any  of  the  wandVing  Planets, 
as  their  Supreme  Deity  ;  I  might  have  expcfted  to  receive  Favour  from 
thofe  Infidels,  upon  the  Reprefentation  of  far  lefs  Services  and  Grie- 
vances than  I  here  complain  of. 

During  my  Travels  abroad,  I  have  feen  among  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Woods  and  Defarts,  wild  Animals  guided  only  by  a  natural  Inftinft, 
that  there  is  to  be  found  in  them  gr^at  Senfe  of  Gratitude.  Thofe 
Creatures,  (tho'  they  have  no  regular  Order  of  Government)  will 
defend  Humane  Bodies  from  Injuries,  that  have  at  any  Time  contri- 
buted towards  their  Prefervation.  Irrational  Beings  do  r^ot  Seal  up  the 
Merit,  as  foon  as  the  end  is  obtainM  ;  or  at  leaft,  they  do  not  utterly 
deftroy  the  Objefts  that  once  help'd  them. 

This  way  of  fpeaking,  i$  not  agreeable  to  my  Genius ;  it  is  the 
quick  Thought  I  have  of  my  innumerable  LofTes  that  extorts  the 
Words.  Extremity  now  obliges  me  to  ask  for  Publick  Contributions, 
to  make  good  what  I  have  fuffer'd  by  £w^//^  Inquifition.  Everyone 
that  is  furpriz'd  in  a  Tempeft,  will  ftrive  to  efcape  the  Fury  of  the 
proud  Waves;  An  Enemy's  Cruelty  then  changes  into  good  Nature, 
he  corses  in  as  a  Pilot  to  fave  the  Diftrefled  from  being  Ship- 
wrack*d. 

The  Publick  Colleftions  I  lliall  make  ,  by  my  Dedicating  this 
Treatife  to  every  True  Briton^  may  be  of  good  Advantage  to  the  Nation 
•  in  general ;  every  fingle  Piece  of  Coin  given  upon  this  Occafion,  will 
be  as  a  Vote  againfl:  Ufurpation  and  Ingratitude  ;  thofe  Crimfon-Tranf^ 
greflions  cannot  then  go  off  in  Obfcurity  ;  The  very  Memory  of  fuch 
Offerings  will  live,  and  be  feen  Regifter'd  in  the  Chronicles  of  Fame. 
The  Generations  yet  unborn  will  tell  it ;  fome  with  Pleafure,  fome 
with  Qrief,  That  their  Anceftors,  by  making  an  Oblation  to  rcirn- 
biufe  an  abus'd  Fellow-Subjeft,  were  the  Means  to  difcountenance  and 
fupprefs  Tyranny,  and  the  Negleft  of  returning  juft  Gratifications  for 
Signal  Services  performed;  to  the  end  that  no  Subjecl:  maybe  diC. 
courag'd  from  Writing  or  Voting,  to  obtain  good  Parliaments  at 
Elections,  when  the  Nations  are  in  danger  of  perifliing  by  the 
Strength  of  the  Romans. 

Briefs  for  relieving  Refugees,  the  building  or  repairing  of  Churches^ 
ere6:ingof  Hofpitals,  or  making  good  Dammage  by  Fire,  are  frequent  ; 
But  this  will  be  an  uncommon  Contribution,  a  Gift  that  never  was 
ask'd  for  before,  nor  ever  may  be  defir'd  again. 

'Tis  concluded  that  every  Man,  if  it  is  only  for  the  Sake  of  fecu- 
ring  his  own  Liberty  and  Property  from  the  private  Invafions  of  the 
Crown-OffiCers,  will  put  in  a  Mite  towards  making  good  my  Dammage. 
As  to  fome  Points,  I  may  err  in  my  Opinion  of  Things:  I  think  here 
I  am  right  ;  That  all  Perfons  who  fedately  examine  this  Piece  through- 
out, cannot  from  a  Principle  of  Generofity  deny  to  give  liberally  ; 
becaufe  my  Trearment,  (take  it  from  the  beginning  to  the  end)  is  as 
bad  or  worfe  than  the  Italian,  or  even  the  Spani{h  Inquifition  : 
The  Penance    theix   is  Pain;?  and   if  it  be   acute  ic  is  fhorr,   Death 

faon 


C  4<5  ] 

foon  puts  a  Period  to  the  Anguilh ;  But  the  Inquifitions  I  have  been 
Tormented  by,  in  my  Native  Country,  are  bitter  and  perpetual  :  For 
as  fooii  as  I  came  out  of  the  Power  of  one  Inquifitor  or  Commiflioner 
Genera],  another  appears,  with  the  fame  Tyrannical  Authority  ;  and  by 
a  New  Decree,  I  am  again  put  to  the  Rack  ;  tho*  to  the  Impeachments 
brought  in,  againil  me,  naWitnefs  ever  came  in  to  fhew  juft  Caufe, 
Tivhy  i  fhould  be  continually  thus  Tortur'd.  Ijuefoit  is  in  all  Foreign 
inquifitions,  Guilty  or  not  Guilty,  a  Heretick  or  a  good  Catholick  ; 
only  upon  fecret  Informarion  from' a  Capuchin  Frier  or  a  Knight  of  the 
Poll,  the  Rack  or  the  Wheel  m  the  Fire  is  prepared,  and  the  Torture 
is  Executed. 

To  come  to  the  Period  df^tlic  whole  Matter,  and  to  fliut  up  this 
ftrrmgc  Scene;  Only  AfTaflins'and  Traytors  us'd  to  be  profecuted  in 
thi$  iilandj  and  have  their  Eftates  forfeited  and  apply'd  to  Publick 
Ufes  ;  Not  a  jMan  th^c  has  work'd  like  a  Galley  Slave,  above  thirty 
Years  in  his  Study,  and  in  other  Services,  to  affift  in  Ellabliiliing  the 
Conftitution  upon  Pillars,  which  be^r  it  up  againft  the  violent  Storms  of 
Foreign  and  Domeftick  Enemies.  Such  a  Prcfident  cannot  be  found  in  ^ 
our  EngUjh  Annah,  or  inr  the  Volumes  that  treat  of  the  Government' 
pi  Augufim^  who  preceedeii  i^^oin  thcR(?;^iJw  Empire. 

From  Belijhe  at  Hawpfied,  in  Midr 

dlefex,  OBel^.  205  1 7  j  3. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

AL  L  Gentlemen  and  other  Perfons,  that  receive 
this  Treatife  during  the  Time  the  ParHament 
is  fitting  ;  they  will  be  waited  upon  for  their  Subfcrip- 
tions.  Copies  were  delivered  to  the  High  Officers  of 
State,  Eighteen  Days  before  the  Parliament  met :  The 
Author  did  that  to  prevent  the  Piece  being  Publifh^d, 
and  to  preferve  the  Honour  andDignity  of^th©  Govern- 
ment, expecting  to  be  relieved  by  the  Miniftery  ;  but 
as  it  was  not  done,  this  way  is  taken,  to  Colle6l  in, 
what  has  been  SufferM  and  Loft,  by  the  Seven 
PERSECUTIONS  or  ENGLISH  LNOJUISiTlON. 


